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Radiation test lab to be set up 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council of Ministers Wednes- 
day approved the establishment of a fully-equipped 
radiation laboratory to detect the rate of radiation in 
food, air and water. The Jaboratory will be a central, 
independent and national institution. The approval to' 
establish such a laboratory was based upon a recom- 
mendation from University 1 of Jordan President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh who explained to Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti the issue of radiation in the last sever- 
al years. The laboratory would be founded in cooper- 
ation with the Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources, the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) and the 
university. The Cabinet approved the formation of a 
committee grouping experts from the ministry, the 
RSS and the university 
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Arafat, Netanyahu agree to discuss Hebron but little else 


Israel rebuffs efforts to be pinned down on pullback and to reverse tunnel decision 

Washington summit fails to resolve key disputes that triggered violent clashes 

Clinton announcement of summit outcome disappoints Palestinians; Israelis jubilant 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Wednesday agreed to 
resume peace negotiations 
but did not reach agreement 
on key disputes which 
erupted into bloodshed last 
week. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. addressing the press 
after a two-day summit that 
grouped Mr. Arafat. Mr. 
Netanyahu. His Majesty 
King Hussein and himself, 
announced that the Pales- 
tinian and Israeli- leaders 
would meet again on Sun- 
day at the Erez crossing for 
“full-time negotiations” 
under the mediation of U.S. 
Mideast peace envoy Den- 
nis Ross. 

Beyond that, however, no 
agreement was announced. 
It was clear that Mr. 
Netanyahu refused to be 
pinned down on a definite 
timetable for Israeli with- 
drawal from Hebron and 
also rebuffed efforts to per- 
suade him to reconsider the 
opening of a controversial 
tunnel that had led to last 
week’s clashes. 

Only President Clinton 
addressed the press confer- 
ence at the end of the sum- 
mit King Hussein and Mr. 
Arafat attended the event 
along with Mr. Netanyahu 
but declined to speak in a 
show of what was widely 
interpreted as their disap- 
pointment with the failure 
ro reach agreements on the 
key issues. 


Palestinians described the 
outcome of the summit as a 
failure while Israeli offi- 
cials hailed the results of 
the meeting as a victory. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour told Reuters 
in occupied Jerusalem: 
“What happened in Wash- 
ington was an American 
anempt to absorb the anger 
and reaction of Palestinians 
and to give the appearance 
of success. But the summit 
has failed because of Israeli 
intransigence.” 

Israeli cabinet official 
Danny Naveh told Israel 
Radio from Washington: 
“The results of the summit 
are a great success from the 
point of view of the govern- 
ment of Israel. All the 
demands...we presented in 
the contacts and the negoti- 
ations we’ve held day and 
night since coming here 
were accepted.” 

Mr. Clinton told the 
White House press confer- 
ence the agenda for the 
resumed Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiation would include 
Israel's long-overdue with- 
drawal from Hebron, the 
key unfulfilled commit- 
ment under the Oslo peace 
accords signed by the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) and Israel’s 
previous government. 

A close Netanyahu advi- 
sor said: “We’d agreed on 
almost everything but on a 
firm date for the Hebron 
redeployment. The Pales- 
tinians prevented agree- 
ment.*’ 

Mr. Clinton said Hebron 
would also top the agenda 
at next week’s talks at the 


Erez Crossing zone from 
the Gaza Strip into Israel. 

The Palestinians had 
demanded a firm date for 
the pullout, but the Israelis 
insisted first that the rede- 
ployment plan be modified 
to improve “security" for 
Hebron’s Jewish settlers. 

The spark which set off 
last week's violence was 
Israel’s decision to open a~ 
new entrance into an 
archaeological tunnel in 
Jerusalem near the A1 
Aqsa Mosque. 

The Palestinians, with 
wide international backing, 
originally set the tunnel’s 
closure as a bottom-line 
condition for resuming 
peace negotiations, but the 
Israelis refused and the 
issue has taken a back seat 
to Hebron at the Washing- 
ton talks. 

'"The problems that 
exploded last week ... are 
still there, the differences 
are still there, but I believe 
there is a higher level of 
understanding.” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

“They were not able to 
resolve their differences . 
here, but to be fair when 
we came together there 
were no advance guaran- 
tees,” he added. 

"There was no specific 
date set (for the pullout j, 
but I think it's important to 
point out that what they did 
agree to do was to (deal 
with the issue) with a prior- 
ity on speed.” he said. 

While Mr. Clinton spoke, 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu were seated side 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
sit together during a joint press conference on Wednesday at the White House (Reuters 


Text of Clinton’s statement 


FOLLOWING is the text of a statement by 
President Bill Clinton after the summit 
ended in Washington Wednesday 

“The four of us have agreed that I will 
speak about our two days of meetings and 
then do my best to faithfully answer ques- 
tions thar you have about it And of course 
the other three leaders will have a chance 
to be heard after the press conference. 

“I’d like to begin by thajiking King Hus- 
sein, Prime Minister Netanyahu and Chair- 
man Arafat for coming here to Washington 
at this critical and very difficult moment 
for the Middle East peace process. Their 
journey reflects a true commitment to. 
peace and an understanding that there is no 
alternative to the path of peace their people 


have travelled so far along in the last few 
years. 

“I invited them here with three urgent 
goals in mind. First, to seek to curb the ter- 
rible violence and death that we saw last 
week. 

Second, to get the Israelis and the Pales- 
tinians talking again at the highest levels. 
And third, to help both parties return to the 
hard work of building peace through nego- 
tiations. 

‘Today I can report progress on these 
goals. First, the Israelis and Palestinians 
clearly are talking again at the highest lev- 
els. I believe the calm, constructive, face- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Time for actions 
rather than words, 
King to Netanyahu 

‘Unilateral changes to Arab 
Jerusalem are not acceptable’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein met in 
Washington with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and discussed the situation in the Palestinian 
territories and emphasised the- need for “moving from the 
stage of words to the stage of actions and from commit- 
ment to agreements to commitment to the implementation 
of agreements,’' the Jordan News Agency. Petra, said. 

During the meeting, held before the Washington summit 
ended on Wednesday, the King also demanded that no uni- 
lateral change be made to Arab East Jerusalem, Petra said. 

Peira said that the King underlined the importance of the 
Washington meetings “at this dangerous stage and in view 
of the obstacles to the peace process.” 

Mr. Netanyahu outlined Israel’s stand adding that ir 
was ready to respond to the requirements of peace, the 
agency said. 

Meanwhile. Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti met 
with Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa and reviewed 
with him the outcome of the meetings in Washington. 
“Both sides underlined the need for Israel to remain com- 
mitted to the implementation of the agreements concluded 
in Oslo,” Petra said. 

Mr. Kabariti earlier met with Palestinian Minister of 
Local Government Saeb Erekat and discussed efforts for 
unifying Arab stands vis-a-vis the various issues connected 
with 'the Palestinian question, the Petra said. 

White House pays tribute to King 

On Tuesday, the White House paid tribute to King Hus- 
sein’s role in the Washington summit. 

King Hussein played a major role in helping Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and Mr. Netanyhau come together for 
a three-hour meeting at the White House on Tuesday in 

(Condoned on page 7) 
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Israeli soldiers kill Palestinian, 
injure 5 in West Bank violence 


U.N.: No hurdle to work in north Iraq 


406 draft dodgers 
to be released 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Wednesday 
ordering the release of 406 
draft dodgers as of Thursday 
Oct. 3, 1996. 

Saudi beheaded 
for murder 

DUBAI iR) — Saudi Arabia 
on Wednesday beheaded a 
Saudi man for murder, bring- 
ing to 36 the number of people 
executed in the kingdom this 
year. An Interior Ministry 
statement read on Saudi Tele- 
vision said the man was 
beheaded by sword for shoot- 
ing and killing another man. 

Yeltsin health 

okay — doctor 

MOSCOW (R) — Doctors 
are “entirely satisfied" with 
the results of new medical 
checks on Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and preparations 
for his heart surgery are con- 
tinuing, Interfax news agency 
said on Wednesday. “Accord- 
ing to the tactics worked out at 
the full medical council on 
Sept. 25. a series of tests on 
the patient's various organs 
and systems was carried out. 
In part, his external breathing 
and kidneys." it quoted the 
head of the presidential med- 
ical centre as saying. 

Juppe wins 
confidence vote 

PARISH?) — French Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe won a 
.parliamentary vote ot confi- 
dence on Wednesday for his 
austerity policies despite 
grumbling in his centre-right 

coalition. Deputies in the 
National Assembly voted by 
464 to 100 to endorse the 
embattled premier, officials 

said. The victory had been 
a foregone conclusion 
since Mr. Juppe’s coalition 
controls four-fifths of the 
577 seats. 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers on Wednes- 
day shot dead one Palestin- 
ian and wounded five in 
two incidents in the West 
Bank, Israeli security 
sources and Palestinians 
said. 

The security sources 
identified the dead man as 
Mu'taz Jaradat and said he 
died on his way from the 
Hebron area to an Israeli 
hospital from bullet 
wounds to the abdomen. 

Israeli troops enforced a 
strict curfew on Hebron 
Wednesday. Palestinians 
were confined to their 
homes for fear new vio- 
lence could erupt if the 
Washington summit ends in 
failure and no target date 
for an Israeli troop pullback 
is announced. 

Dozens were killed last 
week in fighting between 
Israeli troops and Palestin- 
ian police. The unprece- 
dented clashes — culmi- 
nating months of Palestin- 
ian frustration over Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s tough policies 
— broke out during 
protests over Israel’s open- 
ino of an archaeological 
tunnel in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

In Israel and the Palestin- 
ian areas there was nervous 
anticipation for the out- 
come of the Washington 
summit 

Palestinian legislator 
Han an Ashrawi said she 
expected a resumption of 
protests in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip if Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat did 
not return with some 

achievements. “If this sum- 

mit fails, we will face bad 


consequences." Ms. 

Ashrawi told the Associat- 
ed Press. 

Ephraim Sneh, a leader of 
Israel’s opposition Labour 
Party, said that unless Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu 
resolved key issues like die 
much-delayed Israeli pull- 
out from Hebron, ‘’we will 
slide ever deeper into con- 
frontation.’’ 

The Israeli army, mean- 
while. appeared to be tak- 
ing no chances, moving 
troops and heavy weaponry, 
including tanks. Cobra heli- 
copters and sniper squads, 
to the outskirts of the Pales- 
tinian autonomous zones. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai warned 
Palestinians that Israel 
would not tolerate a 
resumption of hostilities. 

“Any opening of fire will 
be met with fire and mas- 
sive force," he told 
reporters. 

The Haaretz daily said the 
army had also eased open- 
fire restrictions on its sol- 
diers, who were instructed 
to shoot Palestinians even 
approaching their positions. 
The array spokesman’s 
office said it was checking 
the report. 

in Jerusalem, some 
50,000 marchers, including 
about 4.000 fundamentalist 
Christians, walked through 
town Wednesday to show 
their support for Israel’s 
claim to all of the city. 

Pro-Netanyahu demon- 
strators mingled with a 
crowd of tens of thousands 
that turned out for a pop 
concert in a Jerusalem park 
to end the march. Many 
wore stickers saying: 
‘’Why did you give them 


guns?" — referring to the 
Palestinian police — and 
one woman held a sign say- 
ing “Netanyahu be strong. 
The people are with you." 

In Hebron Wednesday 
night, groups of young 
Palestinians stood nervous- 
ly at the entrances to alleys 
ready for a quick getaway if 
patrolling Israeli soldiers 
approach. An occasional 
cat scurried across streets 
Uttered with rocks from the 
morning’s stone-throwing 
clashes. 

Traffic came to a bait for 
five minutes at noon in a 
strike called by the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA.) against Israel's clo- 
sure of Palestinian -ruled 
areas since last week’s gun- 
battles.. 

Pedestrians also stopped 
in a moment of silence. The 
standstill was reminiscent 
of the shutdown Israel 
observes for victims of its 
wars and the Nazi holo- 
caust. 

Thousands of Israelis and 
foreign Jews marched to 
the Wailing Wall for the 
Jewish feast of Tabernacles, 
an annual religious pilgrim- 
age which this year took on 
poUtical overtones because 
of the unprecedented fight- 
ing. 

At a rally some IsraeUs 
held banners reading: 
"Hebron is ours forever.” 

Israeti reporters and 
defence sources claimed, 
meanwhile, the PNA had 
prepared plans to fight 
Israel even before last 
week’s clashes, and may 
have ordered snipers to 
shoot to kill. 

They were shooting with 
the intent to kill," be said. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The 

head of U.N. relief efforts in 
Iraq said on Wednesday that 
humanitarian assistance 
under a long-delayed oil-for- 
food deal was feasible in 
northern Iraq despite last 
month's fighting among Kur- 
dish factions. 

“My impression is that 
there is a possibility of 
humanitarian action" Assis- 
tant Secretary General 
Gualtiero Fulcheri told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Fulcheri. who met the 
bead of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) Massoud 
Barzani for three hours last 
Sunday, said the Kurdish 
strongman had given him 


ANCON ( AP) — A Peru- 
vian jet carrying 70 people 
crashed into cold, foggy 
Pacific Ocean waters north 
of Lima after the pilot 
reported a mechanical fail- 
ure Wednesday. 

The aircraft was believed 
to have gone down about 5 
kilometres offshore, 

according to police General 
Carlos Venturo. 

Rescue crew working on 
shore five kilometres north 
of Ancon, 50 kilometres 
north of Lima, reported 
finding no bodies or sur- 
vivors, 

Aeroperu Flight 603, a 
Boeing 757, was en route to 
Santiago, Chile, when it 
crashed near Ancon, the air- 
line said in a statement 

A spokesman for Peru’s 
air police said a rescue heli- 
copter had located what 
w’as thought to be the point 
of the plane's impact and 


assurances for the safety of 
U.N. and other humanitarian 
staff in the region. 

“I wanted to know if we 
needed to make changes in 
the plans that we had made 
for the north, whether the 
security of the people in the 
north could be protected by 
the new de facto authorities, 
or whether they didn't want 
them. 

“I was reassured on all 
counts," Mr. Fulcheri, who 
has submitted a report on his 
trip to United Nations head- 
quarters said in an interview. 

Asked if implementation of 
the U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 986, which 
allows Iraq to export S2 bil- 


had seen only oil floating 
on the surface of the ocean. 

Aeroperu officials said 
rescue officials reported 
they found remains of the 
aircraft in the sea off the 
coast. 

The air police spokesman, 
who refused to give his 
name, said that once the fog 
lifted, three police heli- 
copters were to head to the 
crash site and drop two 
inflatable rafts capable of 
carrying 15 people each. 
Navy boats were searching 
the area. 

A Boeing 727. carried pas- 
sengers on the flight from 
Miami, said Raul Chiappo, 
the airline’s operations 
manager for the airline. The 
727 was flown to Miami 
from Peru after a 757 in 
Miami developed mechani- 
cal problems, he said, with- 
out specifying the difficul- 
ties. 


lion worth of oil to buy 
urgently needed food and 
medicine, had been jeopar- 
dised by last month’s fight- 
ing, Mr. Fulcheri said: -“Not 
from what we have seen so 
far.” 

Currency curb relaxed 

Iraq, in a bid to improve its 
battered currency, allowed 
state banks to sell hard cur- 
rency in exchange for dinars 
for the first time on Wednes- 
day, an Iraqi official said. 

“Upon orders from Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, may 
God protect him,... We have 
taken new measures (to sell 
hard currency to people) and 


Fire chief General Juan 
Piperes of the Lima port of 
Callao, said: “The plane’s 
whole system completely 
failed.” 

The airline has two 757s, 
he said. He would not say 
where the 757 with prob- 
lems was at the time of the 
crash. 

The crew also was 
switched in Miami, said 
Armando Vicente, airport 
manager in Lima. 

The nationalities of peo- 
ple aboard were not imme- 
diately available. Mr. Chi- 
appo said 20 people aboard 
during the trash had board- 
ed the flight in Miami. One 
person had switched from a 
flight from New York, he 
said. 

The plane left Lima at 
12:42 a.m. and the pilot 
reported mechanical failure 
about five minutes later, 
the statement said. All con- 


we have started implementa- 
tion today." Mr. Kuhair 
Kasab, deputy director of the 
state-run Al Rasheed Bank, 
cold Reuters. 

The Iraqi dinar surged to 
1,370 against the U.S. dollar 
on Wednesday morning up 
from 1,550 on Tuesday. 

The new exchange rate set 
by the banks was 1,340 dinar 
to the dollar. The price will 
be revised each morning. Mr. 
Kasab said. 

“A committee was set up 
at the central bank which 
meets e\erv morning and 
decides the rate. But it would 
be less than that of the com- 
mercial markets any way,” 
Mr. Kasab said. 


tact was lost at 1:10 a.m. 

The plane carried 61 pas- 
sengers and nine crew 
members, the airline said, 
although the 757 has a 180- 
person capacity. 

• Before dawn, fire officials 
lined up ambulances, fire 
trucks, gasoline-powered 
generators and reflectors on 
the dark beach so any sur- 
vivors would have bright 
lights to swim toward. 

Navy and fire department 
boats were searching the 
area. The waters in the area 
are in the cold huraboldt 
current that flows up the 
South American coast from 
Antarctica. 

Jesus Herrera, a fisher- 
man who lives in a wooden 
shack 12 metres from 
shore, said he heard a rum- 
ble during the night. Ten 
minutes later, his shack was 
flooded with a surge of 
water. 


Peru plane crashes; 70 aboard 
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Asians view Afghan 
events with caution 


HONG KONG (R) — Fun- 
damentalist rule in 
Afghanistan has raised 
human rights concerns in 
Asia and the Pacific region, 
but most governments on 
Wednesday were reluctant to 
take a position on ties with a 
Taleban government. 

“At the moment we have a 
wait-and-see type of an atti- 
tude. keeping a close eye on 
things like human rights.'* an 
Australian government 
.source told Reuters. 

The Taleban militia, which 
captured the capital of Kabul 
on Sept, 27. shocked the 
world when they executed a 
former president, banned 
women from workplaces, 
and imposed other Islamic 
strictures on Afghan society. 

In Dhaka, a Bangladeshi 
government source said, “we 
want good friendly tics with 
Kabul but don't want to rush 
as realities under the Taleban 
authority arc still not clear." 

Ishiiaq Hossain. political 
science lecturer at National 
University of Singapore, said 
ASEAN governments 

“would be wary about some 
extreme form of Islam that 
the Talebans practice". 

Asia is home to a variety of 
sectarian strife, and ihe fall 
of Kabul raised Fears other 
militant groups in the region 
might be emboldened into 
copycat violence. 

India has been most appre- 
hensive and charged that the 
Taleban movement receives 
support from New Delhi's 
arch foe Pakistan. Jammu 
and Kashmir state. Hindu 
India's only majority 
province, has been the scene 
of a separatist revolt since 
1990. 

New Delhi accuses Pak- 
istan of aiding the separatist 
rebellion in Kashmir. 

Pakistan, in a departure 
from the general trend of 
caution, has indicated it will 


recognise a Taleban govern- 
ment. 

New Delhi’s good relations 
with Afghan ex-president 
Najibullah. who was slain by 
the Taleban. and the presence 
of Afghan refugees opposed 
to Taieban in India, suggest 
India will be reluctant to 
welcome Afghanistan's new 
leaders. 

Officially. India maintains 
iL is closely watching a fluid 
situation. 

Indian* Foreign Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral was 
quoted in Chicago by Asian 
News International as saying 
Taleban *s hold over 
Afghanistan was uncertain. 

“What is happening now- 
could well be the beginning 
of a new civil war in 
Afghanistan. 

'The way things are mov- 
ing the Afghan crisis could 
affect all of Central Asia, 
'Iran. Pakistan and even the 
UiS. would not remain unaf- 
fected." Mr. Gujral was quot- 
ed as saying. 

Pakistan already signalled 
it will recognise the Taleban 
administration by declaring 
it would do business with the 
“new government". 

Foreign Minister Assef 
Ahmed Ali said on Sunday, 
"historically. Pakistan has 
always recognised the Kabul 
regime as de facto govern- 
ment of Afghanistan and 
have extended friendship and 
coope ration to the govern- 
ment in Kabul." 

Vietnam said on Wednes- 
day it was following the situ- 
ation in Afghanistan with 
“deep concern". 

A foreign ministry 
spokesman said Vietnam 
joined with the world com- 
munity in hoping the fighting 
would soon be ended and 
peace restored “so that the 
people of Afghanistan would 
have the conditions to devel- 
op and build their country". 



NEWS IN BRIEF 



Iraq, Iran envoys attend Bahraini council ' 


SILENT SUPPORT: Palestinians stop at mid-day on Wednesday to observe five minutes of silence to show their 
support for President Yasser Arafat and mourn the Palestinians who were killed in the last wave of clashes with 
Israeli soldiers in the Gaza Strip and West Bank (Reuters photo) 


MANAMA iR) — An Iraqi diplomat attended the opening 
of Bahrain's new Shura council in the first official appear, 
ance by a Baghdad envoy in the emirate since the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis, sources close to the council said on Wednesday. 
They said the attendance of Iraqi charge d'affaires Ahmad 
A1 Taef at the recently-appointed council's opening session 
on Tuesday indicated warming relations between Baghdad 
and Manama. "It is the first time an Iraqi official has attend- 
ed an official ceremony in Bahrain in six years," one source, 
who asked not to be identified, told Reuter*. Baghdad’s 
relations with Guff Arab states were soured by Irag’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 1990. Iran's charge d'affaires 
Sayyed Mohammad Ahmadi also attended the Shura meet- 
ing. which was formally opened by the emir. Sheikh Isa Ben 
Sulman Ai Khalifa, the sources said. Bahrain in June 
accused the Islamic Republic of supporting a Shi’ite Mus- 
lim-led plot to topple the government by force. It expelled 
an Iranian diplomat and downgraded relations. 


Suspected militants kill 3 in Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Suspected militants on Wednesday shot to 
death two men sitting at a cafe in a southern village, the Inte- 
rior Ministry said. A village guard who gave chase was also 
shot and died of his wounds. The incident happened in 
Tanda near Malawi, a hotbed for extremists 220 kilometres £ 
south of Cairo, the ministry said in a written statement The*, 
victims were identified as farmer Samir Taha. his friend 
Abdel Badie Gomaa. a former village guard, and present 
guard Fattouh Abdel AJiem. The guards work under vi ll age 
leaders but are paid by the government More than a 1.000 
people have been killed since militants opened a campaign 
in 1992 to replace Egypt's secular government with reli- 
gious rule. Most of the dead have been militan ts and police, 


Israeli embassy in Bonn boosts security 


Clerides, Simitis affirm 
commitment to peaceful 
settlement in Cyprus 


Primakov to visit Israel 


MOSCOW iR) — ' Russian 
Foreign .Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov will visit Israel 
during a Middle East tour in 
about a month and will dis- 
cuss a possible visit to 
Moscow by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. Interfax news 
agency said. 

Interfax quoted Deputy 
Foreign Minister Viktor 
Posuvalyuk as saying on 
Tuesday that the need for Mr. 
Primakov's visit to the 
region, planned in for the end. 
of October or early Novem- 
ber. was all the greater fol- 
lowing last week's violence 
in the West Bank. Gaza and 
Jerusalem. 

There has been no official 
announcement of the visit 
and ministry officials were 
not available for immediate 
comment. 

“Russia's co-sponsorship 
in the Middle East peace 
process is precisely an oblig- 


ation ‘ to render Jielp in’ Such' 
situations as' last week's." 
Mr.' Posuvalyuk said. 

The United States, the 
other co-sponsor of the peace 
process, has organised a 
meeting between Mr. 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
Washington on Tuesday. 

Russian officials have 

played down the importance 
of the Washington meeting 
saying it was limited in its 
decisions by a U.N. Security 
Council vote at the weekend. 

A vote in the United 
Nations Security Council on 
Saturday called for the safety 
and protection of Palestinian 
civilians to be ensured. The 
United Srutcs abstained. 

"The meeting can be posi- 
tive if it is held in the frame- 
work of the U.N. Security 
Council's resolution." Russ- 
ian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mikhail Deniurin 
told a news briefing. 


NICOSIA (R ) — The gov- 
ernments of Greece and 
Cyprus on Wednesday said 
they were committed to a 
peaceful solution to the 
problem of Cyprus’s divi- 
sion but said any further 
advance of Turkey in the 
island would be a cause of 
war. 

A joint communique said 
acceptance by Turkey of 
Cypriot President Glafcos 
Clerides’s proposal for 
demilitarisation could 
ensure "peace and stability 
in Cyprus and the region;" 

“It was once again -made- 
clesfftharh further- advance 
of Turkey in Cyprus is a 
cause of war. Demilitarisa- 
tion of Cyprus can ensure 
peace and stability on the 
island and the region." said 
Cypriot government 
spokesman Yiannakis Cas- 
sou tides. 

The two governments 
issued the statement after 
talks between Mr. Clerides 
and Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis. who was on 
a two-day visit to the 
island. 

Greece has a defence pact 
with Cyprus, divided since 
a Turkish invasion in 1974 
sparked by a brief Greek 
Cypriot coup engineered by 
the military regime ruling 
in Athens at the time. 

The defence pact means 
Greece will come to 
Cyprus's aid in the event of 
any Turkish advance fur- 
ther south in Cyprus. 


Mr. Simitis and other 
Greek officials held “wide- 
ranging discussions" on 
the Cyprus problem with 
Mr. Clerides and the Cypri- 
ot delegation. Mr. Cas- 
soulides added. 

‘Today’s phase (of the 
Cyprus problem) is espe- 
cially crucial and requires 
delicate and careful han- 
dling.” he told reporters. 

The communique did not 
signify any change in the 
position of Greece or 
Cyprus on the dispute. 

Turkey. . maintains some 
30,000 Hoops in the north 
of Cyprus, declared a 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state in 19S3 but recog- 
nised only by Ankara. 

The protracted dispute 
has drawn a small army of 
mediators from the United 
Nations and other interest- 
ed countries, but no one has 
been able to find mutually 
acceptable terms for the 
island's reunification as a 
bicornmunal bizonal feder- 
ation. 

Shortly before the meet- 
ing started. Mr. Clerides 
awarded Mr. Simitis with 
the Archbishop Makarios 
III Cross, the highest dis- 
tinction of the state. 

Hundreds of people 
cheered Mr. Simitis at 
Nicosia town hall at noon 
where during a ceremony 
he was made honourary cit- 
izen of the capital and 
given the golden key to the 
city. 


‘Dead’ Iraqi general seeks 
to sue over his ‘obituary’ 


BAGHDAD <AP) — A 
retired army general has 
asked President Saddam 
Hussein to let him sue for- 
eign radio stations for 
alleging he was executed 
after a foiled coup attempt 
against the Iraqi leader, 
newspapers said Wednes- 
day. 

In a telegram to President 
Saddam, published on the 
front-pages of Iraqi news- 
papers. retired general Abid 
Mutiak Hummod Al 
Jubouri said he was 
shocked to hear himself 
named on the radio broad- 
casts as one of the coup 
plotters.. 

Mr. Jubouri said he was 
listening to’ a foreign radio 
programme Aug. 13,” 
when I heard that a number 
of army officers have been 
executed in Iraq." 

'To my shock, my name 
was on top of the list," Mr. 
Jubouri said in his telegram 
to President Saddam, which 
he signed: “Your soldier, 
who believes in your lead- 
ership.” 

Mr. Jubouri. who was 
decorated for his efforts in 
the 19S0-88 Iran-Iraq war. 
asked President Saddam if 
he could file suit for “the 
damage they had done to 
me. my family and broth- 
ers," the- papers said, quot- 
ing from the Telegram. 

One of the radio stations 
"belongs to a country 
which claims to be free and 
a human rights protector." 
the telegram declared, 
without identifying the 
country or any of the sta- 
tions. 


On Aug. 12. the exiled 
Iraqi dissident group A! 
Wifaq Al Watani, or 
National Accord move- 
ment. said 120 Iraqi army 
officers — including Mr. 
Jubouri — were shot by fir- 
ing squads in Iraq after a 
failed coup attempt against 
President Saddam. 

The report did not say 
when the failed coup plot 
was uncovered. A 
spokesman for the move- 
ment, Haroun Mohammad, 
said Wednesday • from 
Amman that the group 
stood by its previous report. 

He --alleged that ■ the 
telegram was a fake and 
said Mr. Jubouri should 
appear on television to 
prove he was still alive. 

There were numerous 
unconfirmed reports that a 
coup plot was uncovered in 
the run-up to the July 17 
celebrations which marked 
the 17th anniversary of 
President Saddam’s rise to 
power. 

A number of other failed 
attempts to oust President 
Saddam have been also 
reported since the end of 
the 1991 Guff war. 

There was no way to 
independently confirm any 
of the reports made by Iraqi 
opposition groups in exile. 

The Baghdad papers did 
not say whether President 
Saddam had granted Mr. 
Jubouri - s request, or in 
what court or country the 
general sought to file suit. 


BONN (R) — Security precautions at the Israeli embassy io 
Germany were stepped up on Tuesday, a Bonn police 
spokeswoman said. The spokeswoman said police had 
information about a possible threat to embassy security but 
declined to go into detail or to specify what additional mea- 
sures had been taken. 


Turkish prisoners protest at riot deaths 


ISTANBUL (Rj — Turkish inmates protesting the death of 
1 1 prisoners in a jail riot in southeast Turkey have set up bar- 
ricades in their own prison, a pro-Kurdish party said on 
Wednesday. “Inmates set up barricades yesterday evening 
and their protest is continuing." Mehmet Sah, a representa- 
tive for the People's Democracy Party (HADEP) in the ^ 
western town of Canakkale, told Reuters. He said members 
of the rebel Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). who four days ago 
began a limited hunger strike, have derided to continue the 
strike indefinitely in Canakkale prison. They were protest- 
ing at the death of fellow PKK members during a riot in 
high-security Diyarbakir prison last week, which has 
prompted an investigation by the justice ministry. The 
Canakkale protest, initially led by PKK members, has been 
joined by around 80 other inmates, Mr.Sah said. The provin- 
cial governor, human rights organisations and lawyers visit 
ed the prison on Tuesday evening, he said. — - - — - 


UJN.^groaps suspend Mogadishu operations 


NAIROBI (R ) — U.N. aid agencies, protesting against the 
kidnap of a local aid worker last month, on Wednesday sus- 
pended relief operations in the Somali capital, officials said 
The suspension of relief activities in Mogadishu came after 
the Somali Aid Coordination Body tSACB), which groups 
aid agencies and donors, recommended the closure on Mon- 
day. Other aid groups outside the U.N. system said they 
would also halt operations but gave no details. 


Arab women to present sculpture to U.N. jk, 


NEW YORK (UNIS) — A gift from Arab women to the 
United Nations and the world's women — a sculpture sym- 
bolising "Sisterhood Solidarity’’ — will be presented to Sec- 
retary-General Boutros Ghaii at 12:30 p.m. ceremony on 
Thursday. The sculpture will be the first gift from women of 
any country or region to the United Nations since the organ- 
isation was established. It is also a symbolic gift to the 
women of the world from women of Arab countries that ate 
members of the Arab League — Algeria, Bahrain, the 
Comoros. Djibouti. Egypt, Iraq. Jordan. Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Libya, Mauritania. Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia. Somalia, Sudan. Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emi- 
rates and Yemen. The sculpture, which was financed by pri- 
vate individuals from Arab countries, is of brushed stainless 
steel, that sits on a pink marble base. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 

15:30 

I»»nn> Qtie-4 

Ire Jo 
17:00 


17:02 


17:30 

Prise 

19:00 

Show — Surprise Sur 

19:15 

19:30 

Magazine — Ushimiu 

19:33 

20:00. 

-Comedy — Here's Lucy 

20:311 


21:10 Star Trek — The Next 
Generation 

22:00 News in English 


22:25 Feature Film: Rax* AuuiwTutic 
23:59 Comedy — Family 
Matters 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:09 Fajr 

05:26. (Sunrise) Duha 

11:25 Dhuhr 

14:47 Asr 

17:25 Maghreb 

18:4! -Wu 


De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra San eta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

■Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

Gentian-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. Kl 1295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

fiuiyo. 


Jordan Valley 24/36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 19 per cent 
Aqaba 45 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah — — 847351 

Dr. Arafat Al Hakim 602507 

Dr. AhbasAlAshhab 885446 

Dr. Ayman AI Mahtascb 875748 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..... 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 


637777 

Fire Brigade 617 101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoGcc .843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


WEATHER 


CRB ID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy r— i 


CHURCHES 


St. Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifich. Tel. S 1 0741 1 
Assemblies of Church Tel. 
632785. 

.Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 
Temperatures on: expected lo 
drop slightly but remain above 
average with winds northwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yacoub Al Khatib ...99 1 772 
Khatifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 1 2 1 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority -....680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- SI 5615’ 

Electric Power Company 

- 636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 843845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

.667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahlf, Abdall .664161/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

A l- Bashir 775 1 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .... 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt- Hospital 

.109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

<09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al HJkma Modern Hospital 

(09l9909yu 

ORBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02(275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


rion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

°&35 JBeinn iRJ) 

06:15 Moscow i RJ) 

11:00 —Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
11:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ ) 

U:15 Rome (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

12:25 London (RJ) 

W:35 -LamacatRJ) 

2(hl0 Cairo (RJ) 

2(k20 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 ...... Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:20 Abdu Dhabi. Dubai (RJj 
21 SOl. Kuala Lumpur Jakarta ( RJ ) 


HUA2 RAILWAY TRAIN 


18:45 _TeI Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 .Sanaa |RJ) 

09:05 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

°fc20 Beirut ( rj, 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

°9:35 Muscat. Dubai [RJ] 

10:00 - Colombo (RJ) 

10: 20 .Moscow <RJ) 

1( *:3© — Casablanca (RJ) 

10:50 -London iRT) 

16:45 New York, Amstenjam (RI) 

18 =00 Bangkok. Culcutta (RJ) 

18:15 Athens (RJJ 

10: 25 — Rome (RJ) 

19^0 ..Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 
20:35 .New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
23 :1 =* Lamaca (RJ) 


Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pm. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am. 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pm. every 
Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 4 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 700/500 

Banana. „JS5Qf55Q 


Other Flights 


Amman 20/32 

Aqaba 25/26 

Deserts 18/35 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637 HI 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621 III, 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

8 1 38 1 3/3.2 

Khalhfi Maternity. ...644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642562 

Malhas.J. Amman .636140 


(02)272275 

lbn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

l..t03i3141M 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) infbrma- 


Other Flights 

13:00 Riyadh fSVi 

13:40 — Shariquh t AH j 

19:35 -Cairo (MS) 

20:55 Paris, Damascus t AFl 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 - Istanbul (TK) 

22:40 Amsterdam iKL) 

23:25 -.-London (KJ» 

02:00 Rome (A Z) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
08:50 - Aqaba (RW) 


06:45 . 

07:45 

13:30 

14:30 

14:30 

20:25 

21:15 

22:55 

23:40 

03:00 

05:00 

05:40 


-BeiruL London (BA) 

-Beirut (ME) 

Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

- Riyadh tSVj 

-Algiers (AH’) 

Cairo (MS) 

-Tel Aviv LY) 

Damascus. Paris <AF) 

-Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 
■Rome (AZ) 


Banana (mukhammar) ..47(1/470 

Banana (imported). .800/500 

Cabbage 120/80 

Carrot- 280/140 

Cauliflower. _...-.-.38<V180 

Cucumber (large) -.14090 

Cucumber ( small) ——260/150 

Eggplant. 230/130 

Garlic .70(V450 

Grapes — 530/350 

^ 200050 

Lemon ; 380/250 

Marrow (large) 200/150 

Marrow (small) .400/250 

Muiukhiah un /80 

Onion (green) 400/280 


— Istanbul (TKi 
London (KJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:00 -Aqaba (RW) 

19 JO Aqaba thorn Tel Aviv) 
HWi 


Onion (dry) —.140/80 

Okra 1000/606 

ft*-- —580/400 

Pfepper (hot) 320/200 

Pepper (sweet) .... ^386/22 £ 

Pomegranate ..4W25& } 

Potato .360/200 

Spinach 300/180' 

String Bean- 


ie 


Tomato 230/130 


'I 


PI 


^ n hlir> . •' 

9oi;n’ 



1 


Hu- 


l' 1 ' 1 

C!4 ,r 






'llfca-,1 
thw ‘*C- u... 


’i-.c! 




nwiiu 

■SsJ'^'in ; 




lie >4 tar, ,u, » 

4^.; 


- jj 


to lb 







a y, Octob 



Home News 


|S|§; : ftincess Haya tours schools 




•Ur'ij {V. 

Ut 


in,...; 


Iraq. 

5 AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
* I ‘‘ •'■-■•'i-::. "' r5!ri ? Royal Highness Princess 

i ic.;- 3 -s U; , ' ’ c -- fj.j*. Haya Bint A1 Hussein 
* Rr, ) !S! - ; i Wednesday visited a nura- 

!!c * "V,.. her of Ministry of Educa- 

itr- u c ..... : i ' Kjj,i tion and military educa- 
'"*■ • :■ !r-j, 4 : .;; Q Qn schools and kinder- 

gartens. 

She also visited Queen 
-- - ‘ Alia School and Kinder- 

•: ... ' jr',’ garten for Girls and toured 

ei ^ r*.; its classes. library, com- 

- . . ' 1 : puter facilities, video halls 

r and laboratories. 

The Princess then 
k PI arrived at Al Hussein Sec- 
ondary School for Girls 
and loured halls of folk- 
loric arts, a computer sec- 
tion and its so-titled 
Hashemite Hall. 

Princess Haya was 


3 in y, 


.. 

"-Mo! 


t 




received by the military 
t/'afinn director 


headmistresses of Queen 
Alia and Al Hussein sec- 
ondary schools. 


At the end of the visit, 
she was presented with a 
symbolic gift . 


mi lumvis M. tUrih 


Ii-st ;ii rin! dean,, 



PRINCESS BASMA OPENS WORKSHOP — HRH Princess Basma Wednes- 
day opened a four-day workshop on women's involvement and participation in 
decision-making. She called for joint efforts between non-govramental and other 
organisations to upgrade women's status. President of the GFJW Nujoud Fawzi 
stressed that women's issues are inseparable from the society in general, and that 
progress for one leads to progress for all.The workshop was organised by the 
' General Federation of Jordanian Women (GFJW), die Jordanian Women Union 
(JWU) and the Jordanian National Committee For Women fJNCWj in coopera- 
tion with the National Democratic Institute for Foreign Affairs (Petra photo) 
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Cystic fibrosis cases not 
alarming, say Irbid doctors 
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Tanya Habjouqa 

. Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An estimated 
, . . . , [ \ peases of cystic fibrosis 

ijjtwrv n • nave been gently diag- 
nosed in Irbid and doctors 
at the Princess Rahma 
Hospital are entertaining 
theories as to what might 
be the cause. 

Doctors claim that these 
' figures can be attributed to 
new technology which 
allows them diagnostic 

- advantage and further stat- 
ed that "there is no cause 

■' for alarm as the disease is 
‘ - : not contagious. 

Cystic fibrosis is a 

- hereditary disorder where- 
in a defect in the glands 
produces an excessive and 
viscous mucus which 
coats body cavities and 
blocks the intestinal tract 
at birth. 

The disease is primarily 
detected in young children 
and while most die by the 
. age of 10 . a few live to the 


Mi 


:W\\& 


age of 30. 

"Cystic fibrosis is a fatal 
disease for which there is 
no cure," said Dr. Faisal 
Ekteisb. assistant profes- 
sor of paediatrics at the 
Princess Rahma Hospital 
in Irbid. 

Though this disease was 
thought uncommon in Jor- 
dan, we did not have the 
technology to test for it 
until this last year, he said. 

The hospital has 
acquired new technology 
to measure levels of sodi- 
um and chloride in the 
exocrine (sweat) glands 
which can indicate pres- 
ence of the disease, he 
said. 

Dr. Ekteish also specu- 
lated that the relatively 
high number of recently 
diagnosed cases could be 
attributed to the high inci- 
dence of marriages 
between first cousins and 
other close relatives. 

As a hereditary disease, 
it is carried in a recessive 


gene and transferred to 
offspring. 

Western technology is 
perfecting a method to test 
for the presence of cystic 
fibrosis during the first 
two months of pregnancy, 
and if discovered, people 
[in Western countries] 
could elect to terminate 
the pregnancy, he said. 

Such technology should 
be available in Jordan 
sometime in the future, 
added Dr. Ekteish. 

Laws proposed in 1994. 
suggested mandatory 
blood testing before mar- 
riage in Jordan. 

If the results showed that 
a couple ran the risk of 
having children with 
genetic defects the couple 
would be so-advised but 
not prohibited from mar- 
rying. 

The issue has not been 
resolved. 
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Accused deny illicit intent 
in subversion case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordon Times 


AMMAN 


Three men 


accused of subversion 

Wednesday pleaded guilty 

at the State Security Court 
7 ' to illegal possession of 
' explosives but denied 
charges that they intended 
to use them. 

? Ikremah Mahmoud, 28, 
: : Yousef Ahmad, 27 and Ali 
Mahmoud, 27, are 
• charged by military prose- 
;« cution with plotting to 
- cany out extremist attacks 
., t and possessing illegal 
iV explosives 1 with illicit 
'* ~}nL 

; On Sept 18, the three 
’ a : defendants pleaded not 
^ guilty to all charges, but in 
Wednesday’s session the 
three informed the court 
^ of their intention to enter a 
' plea of guilty to only the 

illegal possession chaise. 
According to their eight- 


defence attorney team, the 
new plea will "hopefully 
be a factor in sentence 
reduction." 

Capital punishment is 
the maximum penalty for 
illicit possession of illegal 
explosives with intention 
of use. 

The prosecution alleges 
that the three men collect- 
ed landmines from a field 
in Ajloun in Nov. of 1995 
and planned to target 
Israeli tourists who visited 
the area. 

The three were appre- 
hended by authorities 
before any attack was car- 
ried out. 

Defence attorneys con- 
tested the court s jurisdic- 
tion over this case and 
protested at the manner of 
interrogation used by 
authorities. 

"Our clients were 
detained by security 
forces for three months 


and questioned without 
benefit of legal counsel.” 
the attorneys told the Mil- 
itary Court tribunal. 

Presiding Judge Yousef 
Faouri rejected the 
defence plea on the 
grounds that it was too 
early to consider such an 
objection. 

“The Court will study 
these points upon comple- 
tion of the trial when we 
commence reviewing the 
case,” Judge Faouri said. 

Military Prosecutor 
Mahmoud Obeidat pre- 
sented the court with the 
file case and asked the 
court to subpoena nine 
security officers to testily 
for the prosecution. 

The court set Ocl 23 to 
start hearing prosecution 
witnesses. 
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Leftists reject one-person, one-vote 
system but leave room for compromise 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While the 
debate over Jordan’s con- 
troversial election law 
intensifies and the govern- 
ment stiffens its stand in 
favour of the one-person, 
one-vote system, Jordan's 
leftist parties agree with the 
Islamists in rejecting Lhe 
current formula and accuse 
the cabinet of not exerting 
enough effort to stage a 
"democratic debate" about 
a new electoral law that is 
supposed to govern the next 
general elections. 

Though considering a 
variety of different alterna- 
tives to the present legisla- 
tion. the leaders of the main 
leftist parties are united in 
claiming that the 1993 elec- 
tion law favours tribalism 
and clientelism at the 
expense of the country's 
national unit}*. 

Government sources have 
said that the Cabinet, 
though open to opposition 
suggestions, will not com- 
promise on the one-person, 
one-vote system, and the 
leftists, fully aware of the 
government’s reluctance to 
abandon the current formu- 
la, are trying to find some 
room for compromise. 


"If the government wants 
to maintain the current one- 
person, one-vote system, at 
least the number of districts 
should be equal to the num- 
ber of the deputies in the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment." Socialist Democrat- 
ic Party (SDP) Secretary 
General fssa Madanat told 
the Jordan Times. 

"The regime is afraid of 
being overwhelmed by the 
Islamists [should the one- 
district formula be applied] 
bur we are sure that the per- 
centage of votes for the 
Islamists would remain 
between 15 and 20 per cenr, 
as it is now," Mr. Madanat 
continued. 

If. as at the moment, there 
are SO seats in the Lower 
House, there should also be 
SO electoral districts. Mr. 
Madanat'said. 

Together with this first 
option, the SDP is working 
on alternatives, such as the 
creation of one single 
national electoral district to 
cover the entire Kingdom. 

"The composition of a 
parliament elected in this 
way [with a single national 
district! would truthfully 
reflect the real balance of 
political trends in the coun- 
try.” Dr. Madanat said. 

As is the case with the 


Israeli electoral system, Mr. 
Madanat envisages a parlia- 
ment in which the percent- 
age of seats allocated to 
each party or coalition 
would reflect the percent- 
age of votes obtained from 
the voters. 

The introduction of the 
one-district formula is also 
supported by the Jordan 
Communist Party (JCP) 
and JCP Secretary General 
Yacoub Ziadeen defined it 
as "very democratic. “ 

Deputy and member of 
the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party' (ABSP) Khalil Had- 
dadin proposes the intro- 
duction of two vote prefer- 
ences: One for the candi- 
date of the voter’s district, 
and the other one for a can- 
didate in another district. 

“In this way, people can 
still vote for the candidate 
of their tribe, but are also 
given the possibility to 
express another predilec- 
tion for the candidate that 
they consider more appro- 
priate from a political point 
of view,” Mr. Haddadin told 
the Jordan Times. 

Stressing the need for a 
law to "increase the role of 
political parties in the coun- 
uy’s political life," Mr. 
Haddadin accused the gov- 
ernment of “a lack of real 


willingness to dialogue 
with the opposition and 
compromise on a draft elec- 
tion law." 

The new election law was 
one of the main points in 
the political programme 
presented by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
when his Cabinet took 
office early this year. 

Minister of information 
Manvan Muasher 

announced Monday that the 
government was seeking "a 
broad consensus (on a new 
election law)" and was 
“continuing consultations 
with all parties,” but both 
the Islamic Action Front 
(1AF) Secretary General 
Ishaq Farhan and Mr. Had- 
dadin denied having been 
approached by the govern- 
ment on the issue of a new 
election law. 

The JCP, clandestine for 
more than 40 years and 
legally reinstituted inl9S9, 
and the SDP say they would 
consider a return to the 
1989 election law as a 
desirable alternative to the 
current one. 

The 1989 election law 
gave voters the possibility 
to express a number of pref- 
erences equal to the number 
of seats to be covered in the 
district. 


"Going back to the 1989 
law would be by far our 
best choice," Mr. Madanat 
said, adding, nonetheless, 
that “some adjustments to 
the old law would be neces- 
sary." 

"The districts should be 
redrawn," Dr. Zayaddin 
echoed, "taking into con- 
sideration the number of 
voters in each districr and 
the density of the popula- 
tion therein." 

According to the present 
law and the 1995 Depart- 
ment of Statistics bulletin, 
Amman’s six electoral dis- 
tricts elect 21 deputies in 
the SO-member Parliament, 
but hold 3S per cent of the 
country's population. For 
the number of deputies to 
be proportional to the popu- 
lation of the districts in 
which they are elected, the 
go ve morale of Amman 
should have more than 30 
representatives in Parlia- 
ment 

Tire districts of Madaba, 
Karak. Tafileh and Ma'an 
are reserved, according to 
the present legislation, 20 
seats, but hold only 9.56 per 
cent of the Kingdom's total 
population. 


Death sentence commuted 
in murder case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A Royal 
Decree issued last week, 
commuted the death sen- 
tence of a 39-year-old man 
for the premeditated mur- 
der of his secretary, judicial 
sources said Wednesday. 

Mustafa A.H., a mer- 
chant was declared guilty 
by the Criminal Court on 
Feb. 27. 1996 for the pre- 
meditated murder of his 22 - 
year-old secretary 

Maysoun Tawfiq on Oct 
23, 1994 in Damascus. 

In July, a panel of five 
justices at the Court of Cas- 
sation unanimously ratified 
the Criminal Court’s rating. 

The victim was reported 
missing by her family after 
she failed to return home or 
report to work, the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet said. 

Authorities subsequently 
received a tip that Ms. Taw- 
fiq was in Syria and, upon 
consultation with border 
police, records demonstrat- 
ed that the two had jointly 
entered Syria. 

When confronted with 


the evidence, the convict 
admitted to having had a 
relationship with Ms. Taw- 
fiq, the charge sheet said. 

The prosecution charged 
that Mustafa lured the 
woman to Damascus on 
pretence of marriage, but 
with intent to kill. 

Seventeen people, includ- 
ing two tried in absentia, 
have been sentenced to 
death since the beginning 
of the year. 

The Court of Cassation, 
which reviews cases han- 
dled by the Criminal Court, 
upheld four death sentences 
and commuted four more 
this year. 

Last week, a Royal 
Decree was issued com- 
muting death sentences 
passed on nine people and 
• sentencing them to life 
imprisonment instead. 

A total of 11 people, 
known as the "Arab 
Afghans." were convicted, 
by the State Security Court 
in 1994, of terrorist attacks. 

Seven people have been 
executed since the begin- 
ning of the year. 


JPA member claims abuse of funds 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion (JPA) Wednesday 
accepted ‘the resignation of 
board . member Malak 
Anabtawi. 

President of the JPA 
Abdul Rahim Issa. howev- 
er, rejected the reason she 
cited for her resignation as 
"groundless and inaccu- 
rate." 

Ms. Anabtawi submitted 
her resignation as well as a 
letter of general complaint 
on Sept. 23, 1996, follow- 
ing a board meeting in 
which the members argued 
over financial matters. She 
charged fund abuses and 
extravagant spending from 
within the association. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times Tuesday she 
stated that she submitted 
her resignation over a 
check which indicated 
about JD 1,500 extra in the 
safe. 

After tracing the source 
of the money, Ms. 
Anabtawi maintained, it 
was discovered that it did 


not belong to the JPA, and 
that, later investigations 
proved that the money was 
the personal property of 
the treasurer of the JPA. 

“According to the associ- 
ations* law,, any extra 
money must stay within 
the union, but to my sur- 
prise the board decided to 
return the money to the 
treasurer,” Ms. Anabtawi 
said. 

But according to Dr. Issa, 
the treasurer informed the 
board, after the extra 
money was discovered, 
that he placed the money 
in the JPA safe as his house 
had been robbed. 

“An accounting compa- 
ny examined our accounts 
and determined that this 
money didn’t belong to the 
union so we gave it back to 
the treasurer, and informed 
him of his resultant dis- 
missal.” 

Moreover, Ms. Anabtawi 
charged that the union 
invested a large sum of 
money in buying a piece of 
land which should have 
brought profit to the 
union, “but they bought 
the land without approval 


of the board, nor a com- 
plete study thereof. The 
JPA member rights were 
violated.” 

“The land the union pur- 
chased is not profitable, as 
they claim, and the union 
bought it without approval 
of the board members,” 
she charged. 

In reply Dr. Issa said that 
he was not in agreement 
with the land purchase but, 
rather, was obligated to 
approve the decision as a 
majority of the board 
members had voted in 
favour of the land pur- 
chase. 

Dr. Issa was elected as 
president of the JPA, along 
with Ms. Anabtawi, on 
April 15, 1995. The JPA 
has 4,200 registered mem- 
bers. 

“I challenge anyone to 
prove that I took any deci- 
sion without the board's 
approval,” Dr. Issa said. 

A JPA member Wednes- 
day told the Jordan Times 
that the association has 
called on pharmacist 
Abdul Nasser Musa to 
replace Ms. Anabtawi. 


Aqaba partakes in ‘sustainable 
development’ programme 


AMMAN (PeLra) — The Aqnha Region 
Authority tARA) is currently instituting a 
tourism development plan in the Aqaba 
region to attract a projected annual 200,000 
tourists by the year 2000, ARA President 
Fayez Khasawneh outlined Wednesday. 

In a seminar concerning the development of 
the port city, organised by the Friedrich Nuu- 
man Foundation (FNF) and the Jordanian 
Environment Society tJES), Dr. Khasawneh 
submitted a report stating that the develop- 
ment of a tourist plan in Aqaba is designed to 
enhance the city as a real attraction site as 
well as a gate for tourism. 

The plan envisages the development of the 
Aqaba coast lands and beaches for recreation 
activities, he said emphasising the purity of 
the water and moderate winter climate. 

Dr Khasawneh said that a JD 50 million 
project to construct two major hotels with 500 
rooms has already been approved has a con- 
ference centre, golf courses, diving and 
yachting centres. 

He reported that the Aqaba hotels currently 
total a 1,800 room capacity which, he said is 
insufficient to cater to the needs of the grow- 


ing number of tourists visiting the resort city. 

ARA is taking care to design and execute 
projects, with safety and the environment in 
mind. Dr. Khasawneh added . 

FNF Representative in Jordan Walter Rudel 
addressed the meeting emphasising the urgent 
importance of a sustainable development 
which conforms to environmental protection 
measures. 

Dr. Rudei said that in the peace era Aqaba is 
expected to host numerous economic and 
industrial activities and would have to under- 
take extraordinary measures to preserve its 
unique environment especially as the port city 
is witnessing the construction of a petroleum 
refinery, a new regional airport and growing 
number of horels and factories. 

ARA engineer, Mohammad Arabiyat out- 
lined the main features of the Aqaba develop- 
ment confirming that infrastructure work on 
housing units and other projects included in 
the plan have already begun and that the pre- 
liminary implementation of the plan started in 
1995. 


Crime rate dropped 
in September — PSD 


AMMAN (Petra } — The 
crime rate in Jordan dropped 
last month by nearly 8 per 
cent compared to statistical 
analysis of the previous 
month while official resolu- 
tion of crime cases rose to 
nearly S2 per cent, the crim- 
inal investigation unit at the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) stated Wednesday. 

The department released a 
bulletin affirming that the 
total number of crime report- 
ed during September was 
970 of which almost 75 per 
cent involved some kind of 
juvenile delinquency. 

The total number of crimes 
reported last August was 
1,049. according to the bul- 
letin. It reported that thefts 
constituted 23 per cent of the 
total, while crimes commit- 
ted while intoxicated consti- 


tuted 8 per cent of the total 
crimes. 

The bulletin maintained 
1 that most of the crimes com- 
mitted during the past month 
fell into the Greater Amman 
region which registered 
almost 32 per cent of the 
crimes, followed by Irbid 
with nearly 1 S per cent, and 
Zarqa with 11.5 per cent 

There were two murder 
cases and nine cases of 
attempted murder. 

August had reported 17 
murder cases. 

Altogether, the bulletin 
stated, 134 people were 
arrested including 13 for- 
eigners. 

A little over 45 per cent of 
the reported thefts occurred 
in residences and nearly 30 
per cent at commercial 
establishments. 
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.FILM. • 

* Spanish film “Huevos dt Oro” at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman on Thursday 

at 4:30 pm. • _ 

ANNUAL BAZAAR 

*A one-day annual bazaar of Mabarrat Dm Al Hussein Orphanage on Thursday ** 
Greater Amman Hall at Al Hussein Sports Q'ty (II KW am. - 4riM) pm) Fortyflve 
Arab and fi>reign countries are taking part Products *>f tfewe countries will be disf 
play.edfor sale); * ' 


Der Botschafter der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland 

laeft 

Deutsche mil standigem Wohnsrtz in 
Jordanien 

zu einem Empfang anlaBIich des 
Tages der Deutschen Einheit 
am Samstag, dem 5. Oktober 1996, von 
19.00 - 21.00 Uhr 

im Hotel inter-Continental, Ballroom, ein. 
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U.K. Labour conference wrestles 


with issue of pension reform 


BLACKPOOL- England 
(AFP) — The British La- 
bour Party, riding a crest of 
enthusiasm after leader 
Tony Blair's tub-thumping 
keynote speech. Wednesday 
wrestled with policy on the 
thorny question of govern- 
ment pension indexing. 

Mr. Blair, heavily fa- 
voured to win elections 
which must be held within 
seven months, Tuesday 
pledged to a Labour confer- 
ence here a new relationship 
with Europe and broad do- 
mestic reform in education, 
crime, taxes and health care. 

His tenor at this critical 
conference has been to 
move Labour toward the 
electoral centre and shake 


off its persistent image as 
political wing of Che trade 
unions. 

But the complex issue of 
indexing state pensions had 
centre stage Wednesday 
with a heated debate devel- 
oping between party leaders 
favouring indexing to infla- 
tion, and a left-wing chal- 
lenge for indexing to aver- 
age earnings. 

The latter, carrying an 
estimated price tag of £3.5 
billion ($5.4 billion), had 
threatened to destabilise the 
conference because it had 
support from trade unions 
which Mr. Blair has angered 
in recent weeks. 

But two of the largest 
unions, the TGWU General 


Union and the Unison Civil 
Service Union, threw their 
support to Labour late Tues- 
day. easing the threat of an 
embarrassing defeat for Mr. 
Blair, after die compromise 
promise delaying any pen- 
sions decision. 

Smaller unions were al- 
ready with the party on pen- 
sions. 

Leaders and delegates of 
the two big unions agreed to 
back Mr. Blair's commit- 
ment that a Labour govern- 
ment. after election, would 
create a commission to 
•‘urgently” review the future 
of state pensions. 

They agreed to withdraw 
their support from the 
motion from Barbara 



Castle. 85-year-old doyenne 
of the party's left wing, for 
indexing pensions to aver- 
age earnings. 

Despite Labour reforms 
reducing the unions’ influ- 
ence on the party they creat- 
ed as their mouthpiece a 
century ago, they still have 
50 per cent of the confer- 
ence vote, while constituen- 
cy delegates hold the other 
half. 

In his speech Tuesday, Mr. 
Blair declared that his La- 
bour government, like La- 
bour governments of years 
past, would “do what is 
right" for retired people. 

But he warned that La- 
bour would make no money 
promises undl it was sure 
about keeping them, which 
would be only after it was in 
government. 

The compromise on pen- 
sions drew sighs of relief 
among Labour officials, 
since a defeat would have 
been singled out by the 
Tories, and the press as a 
sign of disunity and fraying 
party discipline which Mr. 
Blair could ill afford. 

Mr. Blair, seeking to end 
18 years of conservative 
rule, Tuesday attacked the 
lories as “feckless, irrespon- 
sible and incompetent,” and 
pledged, that Labour would 
be the party of “sound 
finance and good house- 
keeping. 

He promised a “tax re- 
gime that is fair and encour- 
ages work and business," 
and said he would “try to 
get tax down for low 
income earners. 

A Labour government 
would be one of “fairness.- 
not favours, for employers 
and employees alike. 

Mr. Blair reiterated his 
call for a national minimum 
wage, a ban on private 
handgun ‘ ownership, a 


crackdown on crime and . 
educational' reform to make 
Britain an “achievement 


Labour leader Tony Blair waves to delegates following his keynote speech at the 
Labour Party Couference Tuesday. Mr. Blair called for unity in the run-up to the next 
general election (Reuter photo) 


superpower.” 

The top three priorities of 
a Labour government, said 
Mr. Blair “Education, edu- 
cation and education.” 


Suu Kyi slams junta 
over ‘illegal’ crackdown 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Burmese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi came 
out from behind police bar- 
ricades Wednesday - to 
rebuke the government for 
“illegal" actions against her 
pro-democracy movement 
saying almost 800 of her 
supporters were detained in 
the crackdown. 

It was the Nobel Peace 
Prize |uureates first meet- 
ing with foreign reporters 
since armed riot police 
blocked off access to her 
home last Friday to prevent 
the National League for 
Democracy (NLD) from 
holding a nationwide party- 
congress. 

She disputed a govern- 
ment announcement Tues- 
day that 159 party delegates 
had been taken in for ques- 
tioning prior to the planned 
congress and that local 
police had picked up anoth- 
er 400 or so activists after 
that. 

“We think it is nearer 
S00." Ms. Suu kyi said. 

“They (authorities) are 
the ones who have violated 
the law" she told reporters 
gathered at the home of 
another NLD leader. Kyi 
Maung. 

Journalists were filmed 
and photographed by mili- 
tary intelligence officers as 
they entered and left the 
house, but there was no 
attempt to stop the news 
conference. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said NLD 
leaders reserved the right to 
call another party' congress 
without requesting permis- 
sion from the authorities at 
some time in the future, as 
this was the normal work of 
a political party. 

“Perhaps I will have to go 
around the country holding 
small party congresses 
everywhere." she said. 

Asked about the NLD's 
mild-mannered response to 
the junta's actions. Ms. Suu 
Kyi said: “Do you not think 
it's enough that some peo- 
ple get arrested for their 
beliefs? Do you want u* to 


die in the streets? 

“I find it very irresponsi- 
ble that people want to see 
bloodshed and- violence 
before they accept that 
something is very, very 
wrong in a country.” she 
said. 

The NLD would wait 
“until the time is right," she 
said. “I’m confident that we 
will get democracy and I 
hope that SLORC will be 
involved in that process 
because that will be best for 
everyone." she added. 

SLORC refers to the State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council, the official name 
of the ailing junta. 

Dressed in a dark blue 
longyi and lighrer blue top 
and wearing a purple orchid 
in her hair. Ms. Suu Kyi 
claimed that the past few 
days had given her a chance 
to rest and enjoy her gar- 
den. 

Riot police roadblocks 
prevented the public from 
reaching the gate to her 
compound where she has 
appeared each Saturday and 
Sunday since release from 
house arrest in July 1995 to 
speak to supporters. 

Ms. Suu Kyi denied gov- 
ernment allegations that she 
and the NLD were in collu- 
sion with foreign powers, or 
that foreign diplomats had 
helped orchestrate NLD 
actions. 

"We do not do these 
things in consultation with 
any foreign party," she said, 
noting there was no law 
limiting the number of 
meetings anyone could 
have with diplomats. 

* To support her contention 
that the government had 
acted illegally, she cited 
sections 339 and 340 of the 
penal code against unlawful 
restraint and confinement, 
and the forced closing and 
removal of party signboards 
at the Rangoon headquar- 
ters of “a duly registered 
political party." 

She said 'that SLORC 
actions were no hindrance 
to the NLD's work. 


China accuses U.S., Japan 


of destabilising Asia 


BEUING (R) — China said Wednesday it posed no danger 
to world peace and accused the United States and Japan of 
destabilising the Asia-Pacific region and using Beijing as a 
whipping-boy. 

The United States and Japan had promoted the “China 
threat" theory to try to maintain their positions as military 
and economic superpowers, the official China Daily said. 

‘To maintain its position as the strongest country in the 
world after the cold war, the United States wants to prevent 
the rise of any powerful country in Europe or Asia," a com- 
mentary in the newspaper said. 

‘The United States has tried its best to contain China and 
to hinder its reunification and march to prosperity,” it said. 

Beijing harbours deep suspicions that Washington, seek- 
ing to shore up its position as the world’s lone superpower, 
advocates a policy of containing China's economic and 
military development. 

Washington maintains it is pursuing a policy of engage- 
ment with Beijing but some U.S. officials have said 
China's potential economic power and military build-up 
could endanger regional stability in the future. 

The commentary said China had pledged itself to policies 
of peace and had never sent troops abroad nor set up mili- 
tary bases in other nations. 

“It (China) has not signed military pacts with any other 
country, let alone staged military manoeuvres to harass any 
country's border, air or sea space," it said. 

The commentary accused Washington of often wielding 
its military clout to resolve diplomatic disputes by resort- 
ing to bombings, direct military occupation and economic 
sanctions. 

“Aren't such acts of hegemonism a threat to world 
peace?” the commentary asked. 

Beijing voiced strong displeasure with U.S. Cruise mis- 
sile strikes against Iraq last month, saying the action 
infringed on Baghdad's territorial sovereignty. 

In March. China staged live missile rests off the coast of 
arch-rival Taiwan, which Beijing considers a rebel 
province, to try to intimidate Taipei before the island’s first 
direct presidential elections. 

Washington responded by sending a naval battle group to 
the Taiwan Strait to monitor activies there, a move that 


drew angry condemnation from Beijing as interference in 
China’s internal affairs. 


The commentary charged Japan had taken advantage of 
the “China threat" theory to divert attention away from its 
own militaristic ambitions in Asia. 

“Japan has never given up its efforts to regain its status as 
a military power,” the commentary warned. 

It slammed a joint security declaration signed by 
Washington and Tokyo last April, saying the pact had only 
destabilised the Asia-Pacific region. 

“The declaration, instead of doing any good to the status 
quo. has created disorder and instability "in the region," it 
said. 

The commentary was flanked by a cartoon depicting 
Japan as a shark feeding from a pail labelled “Japan-U.S. 
Joint Declaration on Security.” 

China, which suffered bitterly at the hands of Japan's 
Imperial Army during World War II, has been alarmed at 
what it sees as signs of increasing militarism in Japan. 

Beijing and Tokyo have been engaged recently in an 
ownership dispute over a group of islands in the East China 
Sea. 
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Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten reacts during a news conference after delivering 
bis fifth and final annual policy address to the Legislative Council in Hong Kong 
Wednesday, before the British colony reverts to China at midnight .on June 30, 3997. 
At background is a photographic mural of Hong Kong island showing the territory’ s 
highest building, the 70-storey Central Plaza (Reuter photo) 


Hong Kong’s Patten gives 


‘feel good’ policy address 


HONG KONG (R) — Bri- 
tain's last governor of Hong 
Kong, in his Swan song 
annual policy speech, 
pledged full steam ahead 
Wednesday in the count- 
down to the handover to 
China. 

“Our motto is not steady 
as she goes, but fell steam 
ahead.” Chris Patten said in 
his valedictory address in 
which he painted a rosy out- 
look for the community of 
six million people. 

Mr. Patten, who took up 
his post as 28th governor in 
1992, said it was impossible 
to simply close down fee 
colonial administration for 
fee next nine months. 

Hong Kong, a British 
colony for more than a cen- 
tury and a half, reverts to 
China on June 30, 1997, 
now 272 days away. 

Some sectors of Hong 
Kong’s business communi- 
ty have urged fee outgoing 
British to refrain from intro- 
ducing initiatives to avoid 
any risk of annoying China 
in fee delicate transition 
period, proposals Mr. Patten 
rejected. 

“Anyone who thinks the 
Hong Kong government is 
going to take the afternoon 
off, anyone who thinks, 
we’re going, as some have 
advised, to tiptoe meekly 
through fee next few 
months, should just open 
either this document or 
this... he said. 

Defiantly, he brandished 
an ambitious package of 
measures to improve fee 


quality of life, often over- 
looked in fee headlong rush 
for prosperity. 

Mr. Patten spoke admir- 
ingly of fee contribution by 
those who “walked, swam 
and climbed over barbed 
wire" from China in search 
of a better life — who made 
Hong Kong wbat it was 
today. 

He trenchantly defended’ 
fee British a dminis tration of 
the colony and attacked 
China’s plans to dismantle 
fee limited democratic re- 
forms be spearheaded in fee 
face of Beijing's fery. 

“Britain has made clear 
rcpearedly to Chinese lead- 
ers that it would be wrong 
and damaging to scrap this 
(Legislative) Council and 
replace it with a non-elected 
body.” he said. 

“This remains our unsha- 
keabJe position...- 1 sincerely 
hope feat, even -at this late 
stage, this; bad. idea, can be 
thought about again:” 

He reserved special ve- 
nom for those he said 
sought to give away any 
part of Hong Kong's pro- 
mised autonomy. 

In fee 1984 Sino-British 
treaty governing fee han- 
dover. China pledged to 
permit Hong Kong consid- 
erable autonomy in running 
its affairs to maintain its 
capitalist way of life for 50 
years. 

“We all know feat over 
the last couple of years we 
have seen decisions, taken 
in good faith by fee govern- 
ment of Hong Kong, ap- 


Japan premier faces outside 


chance of losing election 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Mi- 
nister Ryu taro Hashimoto 
faces an outside chance of 
losing his parliamentary 
seat in this month's general 
elections, which could tip 
his party and national poli- 
tics into turmoil, analysts 
said Wednesday. 

In a closely fought contest 
under a new electoral sys- 
tem, Hashimoto could be 
the first incumbent prime 
minister in fee country's 
political history to lose his 
seat in a general election. 

Under a new system intro- 
duced in 1994, 300 seats in 
fee 500-seat lower house 
will be chosen from first- 
past-the-post districts and 
the other 200 by proportion- 
al representation on region- 
al lists. 

Along with several execu- 
tives of his Liberal Democ- 
ratic Party (LDP), Mr. Ha- 
shimoto decided to run only 
in a winner-take-all con- 
stituency in Okayama, 
southwestern Japan. 

Normally, if Mr. Hashi- 
moto lost in fee single-seat 
district, be would have been 
able to return to parliament 
by being high enough on his 
party’s proportional repre- 
sentation list, but he aban- 
doned feat safe-haven op- 
tion to show “his strong re- 
solve” to win fee OcL 20 
elections, an LDP official 
said. 

A Hashimoto loss would 
certainly trigger a power 
struggle within his party 
and wreak havoc on Japan's 
entire political scene, politi- 
cal observers said. 

“We can't completely rale 


out fee possibility of Prime 
Minister Hashimoto losing 
in fee election.” Rei Shi- 
ratori of Tokai University 
near Tokyo said. 

If Hashimoto loses his 
lower house seat, he would 
have to immediately resign 
as prime minister and possi- 
bly as party president. Un- 
der the constitution, a prime 
minister must come from 
fee lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

‘The most-devastating 
case scenario would be fee 
LDP scoring a stunning vic- 
tory and Mr. Hashimoto los- 
ing in his own district," 
political analyst Minoru 
Merita said. 

"In feat case, naming a 
new prime minister would 
be delayed for weeks be- 
cause of a power struggle 
within fee LDP." he said. 

But not all analysts agreed 
wife Mr. Shiratori and Mr. 
Morita on fee prime minis- 
ter's election chances. 

‘That will never happen," 
said political analyst Masa- 
ya Ito. a secretary to then- 
Prime Minister Masayoshi 
Ohira in fee late 1970s. “If 
it did, Japan would be 
plunged into political up- 
heaval." 

Pitted against Mr. Hashi- 
moto is veteran politician 
and former Agriculture Mi- 
nister Mutsuki Kato, 70, 
from fee main opposition 
Shinshimo (New Frontier 
Party). 

Mr. Kato joined the 
Shinshinto in December 
1994 after defecting from 
the LDP a year earlier and 
has strong backing from 


trade unions and Japan's 
biggest lay Buddhist group 
Soka Gakkai. 

In the last 10 general elec- 
tions when the riding was a 
multi-seat one. Hashimoto 
was fee top vote-getter five 
times, and Mr. Kato five 
times. 

But in upper house elec- 
tions in July 1995. Shin- 
shinto finished 10.000 votes 
ahead of the LDP in propor- 
tional representation voting 
in the constituency. 

'The biggest point is 
which side fee Soka Gakkai 
will take — Hashimoto or 
Kato. The Soka Gakkai will 
hold the key,” Mr. Morita 
said. 

He said Mr. Hashimoto 
could win fee election by 
striking a secret deal wife 
fee Buddhist organisation. 
Others say Mr. Hashimoto 
will prevail wife heavy sup- 
port from Okayama’s many 
auto workers, grateful for 
his help in blunting U.S. car 
trade demands last year 
when he was trade minister. 

“The clash between Mr! 
Hashimoto and Mr. Kato 
will be one of fee main pans 
of fee general election," he 
said. 

The popularity of Mr. 
Hashimoto’s government 
rose slightly after he dis- 
solved Japan’s parliament 
last week for snap elections 
according to a poll pub- 
lished Wednesday. 

The poll showed 52.3 per 
cent of those surveyed 
approved of Mr. Hashimo- 
to scabmet, up 5.3 percent- 
age points from fee previ- 
ous survey held in July 


Study: Men make 
calmest single 
parents ^ 


pealed surreptitiously to 
Peking... lobbied against 
behind closed doors by 
those whose personal inter- 
ests may have been adverse- 
ly affected," he said. 

This damaged Hong 
Kong's autonomy by invit- 
ing Chinese cadres to inter- 
fere in matters which did 
not concern them, he said. 

He dismissed views feat 
Hong Kong people cared 
only about making money 
and not about human rights, 
and said fee world would be 
watching to see how China 
succeeded in maintaining 
and building on Hong 
Kong’s success. 

“Next year, when my suc- 
cessor takes fee oath of of- 
fice. it will be a solemn mo- 
ment, freighted with hopes 
and anxieties. 

“It will be an exciting 
moment, too — an especial- I 
ly challenging 1 one for' ' 
China." - ‘ 7 - 7 ' 

He laid down a series of 
benchmarks by which, he 
said, fee world would judge. 
Would Hong Kong, he said, 
be seen to be operating 
without hindrance or inter- 
ference from China in fee 
fields of business. Jaw, ad- 
ministration and fee social, 
religious and political 
spheres. 

Overall, his message was 
upbeat 
T hope feat Hong Kong 
will take tomorrow by 
storm. And when it does, 
history will stand and 
cheer." 


COPENHAGEN (R) _ 
New research by Den. 
mark’s Social Research 
Institute says single fahei* 
are less likely to beat or 
punish their children than 
lone mothers. The. daily 
Berlingske Tidende said 
Wednesday a. study of 
1,200 children aged bet- 
ween three and five, half 
living wife a single mother 
and half wife only a father, 
showed the mothers as far 
more stressed and dep- 
ressed than the men. “The 
single mothers have more 
psychiatric problems than 
fathers. Their self-confj. 
dence is lower and they 
suffer more from night- 
mares, insomnia and anxi- 
ety attacks." the paper quo- 
ted the state-run institute as 
saying in a report. “Mo- 
thers have far more coafwfc 
wife their children and are 
quicker to hit or punish 
their children,” the report 
said. The paper quoted 
researcher Mogens Ny- 
gaard as saying women 
were not genetically more 
irritable than men but were 
under greater economic 
pressure, being more likely 
to be jobless or, if they 
were employed, generally 
lower-paid than male wor- 
kers. Women also per- 
ceived society as having a 
more favourable attitude to 
men caring for their chil- 
dren alone than for single 
mothers. Nygaard added 
that only six per cent of all 
single-parent three to five- 
year-olds lived with their 
father. 


U.S. military £ 
backs Anthrax 
inoculations 


WASHINGTON (R) - 
Reversing earlier opposi- 
tion. U.S. military chiefs 
have endorsed a plan to 
vaccinate all American 
forces against Anthrax, the 
Washington Post ; reported 
Wednesday. Quoting un- 
identified Defence Depart- 
ment officials, fee newspa- 
per said die initiative 
would be fee Pentagon's 
first regular inoculation 
programme against a genn- 
warfare agent. The about- 
face by service comman- 
ders removed the principal 
obstacle to the plan and 
reflected heightened Penta- 
gon. concern about Mt 
prospect of biological a- 
ttack, according to tbe 
report Iraq. Russia and as 
many as 10 other countries 
were said by U.S. officials 
to have at least fee capabil- 
ity to load spores of An- 
thrax into weapons, al- 
though no country was 
known to have released the 
bacteria on a battlefield. 
Military leaders initially 
were dubious about tbe 
need for Anthrax vaccine, 
instead favouring work on 
a multipurpose vaccine that 
could counter a number of 
biological warfare agents, 
fee post said. Some also 
questioned the $120 mil- 
lion it would cost to immu- 
nise 1.5 million military 
personnel. But senior civil- 
ian Defence Department 
officials ultimately per- 
suaded fee military leaders 
during mouths of internal 
review that U.S. forces 
were vulnerable to deadly 
assault by Anthrax 9^ 
could be safely protected 
by immunisation, fee re- 
port said. Anthrax is an in- 
fectious haemorrhagic dis- 
ease of animals, especially 
cattle and sheep, which ran 
be transmitted to people- 
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New fish 
found in Vietnam's 
lost world’. 


HANOI (R) — Scientists 
in Vietnam said they ted 
discovered a new fid* 
species in a Tost workT 
region on the mountainous 
border wife Laos. A Warfd 
Wide Fund for Nat®* 
(WWF) statement said tbe 
freshwater fish had bete 
found by scientist Pf- 
Nguyen Thai Tu during a 
recent expedition into & 
remote Vu Quang 
Reserve in northern 
Vietnam. It measures abobl 
20-25 cm (7.S-9.8 inches) 
in length, has a goldte 
stripe on its back, jarsMiJ 
belly, weighs aboot.’ ; .P 
kilogrammes and beioflg* 
to the CrossocheHj 0 
Germs, the statement said-- 
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ASri Lankan army troop earner sits stationed on the outskirts of Kilinocbchi after capturing it over the weekend. 
The army is re-establishing a base in the town after a week-long offensive in which it savs it lost 269 soldiers and 
killed more than 700 rebels (Reuter photo) 


N. Korea threatens to retaliate 
for deaths of submarine crew 


U.S. milii? 
backs Anttr. 
inociilatio: 


- - r, 

-i; 

- -ji„ 


SEOUL '(AFP) — North 
Korea Wednesday warned 
the United Nations Com- 
mand (UNC) that it would 
retaliate against the South 
for the deaths of the men 
aboard a submarine that rah 
aground in the South last 
month, the UNC said. 

“At the end of the meet- 
ing, the senior representa- 
tive of the Korean People’s 
Army IKPA) delegation to 
Panmiinjom indicated that 
serious consequences, 
which would be announced, 
would occur as a result of 
the deaths of their soldiers,” 
a UNC statement said. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam ordered the South Ko- 
rean military to tighten vig- 
- ■ ’ • a'jiiofjJanCe because Df the threat^ 
. .. :c.., spokesman- said. , 

-• ’“The entirtrfhilitary must 

- - be prepared for any contin- 

: >• gency." he quoted Mr. Kim 

. . : : : as telling Defence Minister 

■ « LeeYang-Ho. 

. ... '■ A Defence Ministry 

... ... ' • spokesman clarified the 

alert was one of “height- 
ened vigilance" and not one 
- of preparation for war. 

, ■ r The threat was made at an 
_■ . ) hour-long colonel-level 

«• meeting, held 3t North Ko- 

. > f rea’s request at the truce vil- 

lage of Panmunjom. 

The threat was immedi- 
. :! ately met with a protest 

. .!■ from the U.N. Command 

r Military Armistice Cora- 

. I mission because it "makes 

■’ the solution of the situation 

■» more difficult.” the state- 

’. ‘j ment said. ■ 

'1 “At the meeting, the KPA 

■ . i. repeated its demand for the 
' - return of its submarine and 

' :■ personnel that infiltrated the 

Republic of Korea last 
; 's month, stating once again 

- that the craft "had acciden- 

*- tally drifted into Republic 


of ( South ) Korea waters.” it 
said. 

“The UNC refuted this 
claim, citing the consider- 
able body of evidence that 
the infiltration was a serious 
and deliberate violation of 
the (1953) armistice agree- 
ment.” it added. 

The colonel-level contact 
followed the Sept. 18 
grounding of a North Ko- 
rean Shark-class submarine 
with 26 men aboard in 
South Korea. 

Since the grounding, one 
crew member has been cap- 
tured and 22 killed, 11 ap- 
parently at the bands of col- 
leagues. Five South Korean 
troops have died in the mas- 
sive manhunt, which was" 
continuing Wednesday fot 
the remaining three... ! . 

South Korean ^hews me- 
dia. citing military sources, 
said the threat had con- 
tained the words “in the 
near future.” but the UNC 
did not confirm the phrase. 

“We are aware of the 
tlireau we take them seri- 
ously. We maintain our 
Combined Forces Com- 
mand (CFC) forces at a 
high state of readiness and 
vigilance.” a CFC spokes- 
man, Jim Coles, told AFP. 

The CFC encompasses 
both the South Korean 
Armed Forces and the 
37.000 U.S. troops sta- 
tioned in South Korea. 

An urgent meeting of top 
ministry officials was called 
in Seoul to discuss the new 
threat and to explore the 
possibility that it was linked 
to the murder Tuesday of a 
South Korean diplomat in 
the Russian port city of 
Vladivostok. 

In a separate statement the 
South Korean Defence Mi- 
nistry said the KPA had af- 


ter the meeting demanded 
that the United Stales keep 
out of the scrap when it did 
hit back, a demand seen 
here as unrealistic. 

"The Northern side told 
the United Nations Com- 
mand (UNC) side after the 
meeting that the KPA (Ko- 
rean People’s Army) will 
retaliate for the hunting 
down of the armed agents. 
It demanded that the U.S. 
not intervene when the 
North retaliates,” a ministry 
statement said. 

Foreign Ministry officials 
have not ruled out the possi- 
bility of North Korean in- 
volvement in the death 
Tuesday night of the consul 
• who- was- -in-charge -<*f col- 
lecting.. information: on 

-Noah- Korea..;!. .... 

Yonhap news -hge-nCy said 
President Kim Young-Sam 
broke into a defence minis- 
ter’s briefing of parliamen- 
tarians with an urgent phone 
call to get a first-hand 
report on the threat. 

Earlier in the day South 
Korean Defence Minister 
Lee Yang-Ho warned that 
the most likely "provoca- 
tions” the North could take 
were similar infiltrations or 
a blockade of South Korea’s 
outlying Western Islands. 

A worst-case scenario 
would involve the launch- 
ing of Scud missiles, Mr. 
Lee said, but added that he 
thought the economically- 
crippled North was unlikely 
to risk an all-out war. 

The U.S.-led UNC has 
been in South Korea since 
U.N. troops were sent to the 
country at the outbreak of 
the Korean War in 1950. It 
signed the armistice agree- 
ment that has governed the 
divided peninsula since the 
war ended in 1953. 


Pyongyang suspected over 
murder of S. Korean consul 




found 

lost »■- , 

■Li 
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SEOUL (AFP) — The South Korean 
Foreign Ministry raised suspicions 
Wednesday that North Korea was behind 
the murder of a Seoul diplomat in Russia 
who was in charge of intelligence gathering 
on the Communist North. 

Choi Duck’Keun, 53. the consul in Vladi- 
vostok in the Russian Far East, was found 
dead late Tuesday on the steps of an apart- 
ment block in the port city, a ministry 
spokesman said. 

“Choi was found clubbed on the back ot 
the head and stabbed in his right side with a 
sharp instrument” said ministry spokesman 

Suh Dae-Won. . . 

According to the ministry, Mr. Choi lived 
in the block where he was found. The Rus- 
sian ITAR-TASS news agency said howev- 
er the building was a long way from his 

home. ..... , , 

“We can’t rule out the possibility that 

North Korea could be involved inthe mur- 
- der case,” the spokesman told .AFP adding 
h that Mr- Choi had been in charge of gather- 
«. ing information on North Korea. 

,v But he said no evidence had as yet been 
uncovered to link the murder to the North 
,j despite Pyongyang's threats to retaliate 
against South Korea for hunting down the 
** crew from a wrecked North Korean spy 

t S The an [hreats came after South Korea 

, rejected Pyongyang’s appeal to send back 

, the submarine, stranded m the South on 

SepL 18 with 26 infiltrators aboard, 
v Television reports in Seoul quoted a 
u friend of the murdered consol as sayin an 

.! initial autopsy found thai Mr. Choi had 


been the victim of a poison dart attack. 

But South Korea's consul-general in Vla- 
divostok told the Yonhap news agency that 
Russian authorities refused to disclose the 
result of the autopsy. 

"When Choi’s body was found, his walleL 
passport and cash were still in his pockets,” 
the ministry spokesman said, indicating that 
Mr. Choi’s death might not have been a 
simple mugging. 

Russian Television said the diplomat had 
been alive when discovered by a tenant 
returning home but died before he was 
rushed to a hospital. 

South Korea sent a government team to 
help investigate the murder, believed to be 
the first of a South Korean diplomat abroad, 
the ministry spokesman said. 

South Korea has a five-member diplomat- 
ic mission and 300 businessmen and stu- 
dents in Vladivostok. North Korea has* a 
bigger force of diplomats and loggers in the 
nearby city of Nachodka. 

"If the murder was confirmed to have 
been committed by North Korea, we must 
set up stem measures to detect and crack 
down on their terrorist acts” South Korea’s 
ruling party warned. 

“I know of no reason for him to be mur- 
dered,” Choi Young-Sam, a colleague of 
Mr. Choi’s in the Vladivostok consulate, 
told Yonhap television news. 

’There are many assumptions, but no sus- 
pect is in sight here,” he added. 

Mr. Choi was manied with two children. 
He had been posted to Vladivostok, which 
carries on a lively trade with South Korea, 
since December 1995- 


Lebed sees 
NATO as 
hostile 
force 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
security tsar Alexander 
Lebed said Tuesday that 
the planned accession of 
East European countries as 
full members of NATO 
would renew hostile rela- 
tions between Moscow 
and the Western bloc. 

“NATO’s expansion 
eastwards will take us back 
to hostility and to the spir- 
it of confrontation.” ITAR- 
TASS news agency quoted 
Gen. Lebed as saying. 

Gen : . i i r ebed Jiii ’who has 
made a series of anti- We s- 


Brussels headquarters at 
the weekend to discuss fu- 
ture relations between 
Moscow and the Atlantic 
alliance. 

He^ said there was little 
douFt that NATO's thrust 
was aimed againsr Russia 
and that Moscow had to 
think about an adequate 
response. 

“We have missiles, 
which are rusty but still 
effective, as a derement ar- 
gument ” said Gen. Lebed, 
a former paratroop general 
who has never visited the 
West. 

Gen. Lebed's remarks 
appeared to contrast with 
the genera] mood in the 
Kremlin, where stem op- 
position to NATO's en- 
largement has given way 
to understanding that Mos- 
cow can do little to avert it 
and clear attempts to swap 
consent for a good deal. 

Foreign Minister Yev- 
geny Primakov said Sun- 
day that the expansion was 
unavoidable and Russia 
would be better to start 
preparing for it. 

“I hope our partners will 
understand that one should 
do everything to prevent 
NATO expansion, should 
it happen, from affecting 
our relations too much,” 
Mr. Primakov said. 

He said dial, in any case, 
he did not expect any full- 
scale return to the cold 
war. 

He said that if NATO 
expanded, Moscow would 
have to reconsider its obli- 
gations under keynote Eu- 
ropean disarmament pacts 
signed , in the last years of 
the now defunct Soviet 
Union, primarily under the 
Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
who is in hospital prepar- 
ing for heart surgery, said 
last weekend that Russia 
wanted its own deal with 
NATO ahead of expansion. 

“First goes a treaty with 
Russia and then a decision 
on NATO expansion. Not 
the other way round,” Mr. 
Yeltsin’s press office quot- 
ed the ailing Kremlin chief 
as saying Saturday. 

Interfax quoted a leading 
political expert from an 
unofficial Kremlin think- 
tank as saying Tuesday 
that Moscow will focus on 
trying to hammer out as 
many concessions from 
the West as it can. 
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Sri Lankan Air Force pounds 
Tiger targets; rebels retaliate 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
air force pounded jungle 
bases of Tamil Tiger rebels 
in eastern Sri Lanka as the 
guerrillas kept up shelling 
their former bastion that is 
now under military control, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Russian-built MI-24 heli- 
copter gun ships attacked 
hideouts of the separatist 
Liberati on Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in the district 
of Batticaloa Tuesday caus- 
ing heavy damage to rebel 
facilities, they said. 

“We are awaiting details 
of LTTE casualties,” a de- 
fence official said, adding 
the Tigers had been staging 
several hit-and-run attacks 
from their strongholds in 
thick jungles. 

The military action came 
as the rebels escalated guer- 
rilla attacks against security' 
forces who captured the 
guerrillas’ final major town 
of Kilinochchi Sunday after 
a ferocious banle. 

The Defence Ministry in a 
scateraent said that the Ti- 
gers continued to fire mor- 
tar bombs at Kilinochchi for 


a second day Wednesday 
but troops suffered no casu- 
alties in the long-range bat- 
tering. 

“Troops retaliated with 
artillery fire,” the military 
said adding that security 
forces were in the process 
of consolidating their gains 
at Kilinochchi, a ghost town 
where virtually every build- 
ing had been damaged. 

With the fall of tTie town, 
the LTTE escalated their 
hit-and-run attacks by am- 
bushing an army patrol and 
a police convoy of three 
buses in the north, killing 
nine security personnel, 
officials said . 

The LTTE in a statement 
Wednesday admitted for the 
first time that security for- 
ces bad entered the town 
limits of Kilinochchi but did 
not say when the troops 
broke in. 

“The LTTE staged a major 
strike and following a brief 
pause around midday, fight- 
ing continued up to the mor- 
ning of 1st of October, as 
the two sides exchanged 
gunfire and shells” "the 


Tigers said. 

The Defence Ministry 
said Tuesday that the Tigers 
continued to shell Kilinoch- 
chi as troops searched for 
mines left behind by the 
guerrillas but there were no 
casualties among the sol- 
diers. 

The Tiger guerrillas are 
leading a protracted cam- 
paign for independence in 
the" island’s northern and 
eastern regions. 

Meanwhile, more than 
300 Sri Lankan Tamil refu- 
gees am ved in sou the m 
India late Tuesday, two days 
after the bastion of Tamil 
separatist guerrillas in nor- 
thern Sri Lanka fell to gov- 
ernment troops. 

The Press Trust of India 
news agency Wednesday 
said 346 refugees arrived on 
four boats at the southern 
town of Rameswaram, sep- 
arated from the island by a 
narrow strip of sea called 
the Palk Straits. 

A government official 
said the refugees — from 
139 families — were taken 
to a camp near Rameswa- 


ram. 

Several thousand Sri Lan- 
kan Tamils lied lu Tamil 
Nadu, uhcre Rameswaram 
is located, in a massive exo- 
dus after hundreds of Ta- 
mils were slaughtered in 
ethnic violence in Colombo 
in July 1983. 

A second exodus occurred 
alter the LTTE resumed its 
war against the Sri Lankan 
government in June 1990. 
Many went back over the 
years although Tamil Nadu 
is brill home to more than 
1U0.0U0 refugees. 

While nearly 57.000 of 
them are housed in Indian 
government -aided camps, 
the others Ji\c on their own 
across the sprawling state. 

Tamil Nadu is home to 55 
million Indian Tamils. Al- 
though support to the LTTE 
has died down in Tamil 
Nadu since the Tigers were 
blamed for former Indian 
Premier Rajiv Gandhi’s as- 
sassination near here in 
1W >nie political parties 
.their cause. 


Khmer Rouge dissidents take key base from rivals 



Khmer Rouge soldiers, carrying an array of weapons and wearing civilian clothes, 
arrive at a ce remoney near die town of Battambang to celebrate their recent defec- 
tion to the royal Cambodian government on Oct. 1. The Cambodian military 
announced today that another 2, 000 Khmer Rouge guerrillas and 10,000 family 
members were under the royal government’s control after the takeover of Samlaut, a 
strategic Khmer Rouge base, by the Cambodian military (Reuter photo) 


BATTAMBANG. Cambo- 
dia (R) — Dissident Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas overran 
the key northwestern Sam- 
laut Military Base con- 
trolled by Khmer Rouge 
hardliners, senior Cambo- 
dian Defence Ministry offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

The Samlaut Base, which 
had been held by loyalists 
of hardliner Pol Pot, was 
captured by supporters of 
dissident leader leng Sary 
late Monday, they told re- 
porters here. 

The takeover of this tim- 
ber-rich jungle base had 
strenghtened leng Sary’s 
dissident Khmer Rouge 
jgipup because thousands; of 
, px».-jRoi- .Pot -guerrillas and 
their dependents had defect- 
ed' to him, they added. 

Defence Minister Tea 
Banh said the dissidents 
were consolidating then- 
hold over the Samlaut area, 
which is about SO kilome- 
tres southwest of Battam- 
bang and 30 kilometres 
south of the main dissident 
base of Pailin. 

“Nearly 2,000 soldiers 
and almost 10,000 depen- 
dents have come to join (the 
breakaway Khmer Rouge 
faction) in Samlaut,” said 
Cambodian General Sou 
Kimsun. 

He added that the key 
base and other villages in 
the area had been taken 
without casualties Monday 
by the dissidents. 

The figures could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Earlier estimates put the 
number of dissident Khmer 
Rouge soldiers at 1,000 to 

3.000, and the number of 
dependents who had split 
from the hardliners at about 

30.000. 

With the defections from 
Samlaut, Mr. leng Sary’s 
dissident faction could now 
amount to a third to one half 
of the Khmer Rouge guer- 
rilla force that existed be- 
fore they broke away. 
Western and government 


military sources said before 
the split in August that the 
Khmer Rouge had less than 
10.000 men under arms 
against about 35,000 in the 
late 1980s. 

The Samlaut area is 
regarded as the main busi- 
ness generating place for 
the Khmer Rouge over the 
past year through the grant- 
ing of logging concessions, 
mainly to Thai business- 
men. 

It was also the site of a 
1967 peasant revolt that 
some historians say 
launched the Khmer 
Rouge’s armed struggle. 

General Sou said several 
prominent hardliners had 
fled the area, adding that 
feared one-legged Com- 
mander Ta Mok had left 10 
days earlier for the northern 
base of An long Veng. De- 
fence chief Son Sen and 
leading cadre Nuon Chea 
had fled to southern Cam- 
bodia at the weekend. 

Military officials and ana- 


lysts said the loss of the 
Samlaut region would mean 
the hardliners had lost their 
only toe-hold in areas con- 
trolled by the guerrillas 
loyal to leng Sary. 

But the hardliners still 
control important resources 
in the north, centred around 
the stronghold of An long 
Veng. and influence the 
southwestern areas of Pur- 
sat and Koh Kong. 

Khmer Rouge comman- 
ders based in the northwest 
and loyal to Mr. leng Sary 
broke with Pol Pot and 
other hardliners in August 
and forged a ceasefire with 
the government. 

Mr. leng Sary was par- 
doned in September by- 
King Sihanouk after previ- 
ously being sentenced to 
death in absentia for his role 
during the brutal Pol Pot 
regime, which ruled from 
1975-78. More than one 
million people were killed 
during the Khmer Rouge 


reign of terror. 

Military merger talks with 
the dissidents began last 
month after Mr. leng Sary’s 
pardon. 

The government wants die 
dissident guerrillas to merge 
with its armed forces imme- 
diately and to place their 
northwest regions under 
central control. They have 
promised the dissidents 
some senior local adminis- 
tration and military posi- 
tions. 

General Sou Kimsun said 
the dissidents had spent sev- 
eral days preparing for the 
takeover and that" leaflets 
had been dropped over the 
area, presumably by gov- 
ernment helicopters. 

“Now the Khmer Rouge 
separatists occupy (the 
Samlaut area) totally and 
there is no fight back." he 
added. 

“1 wonder if there were 
any shots fired.” said a Wes- 
tern military analyst, ad- 
ding: “It’s a good sign.” 


Kashmir party favouring autonomy sweeps polls 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
The largest pro-India party 
in troubled Jammu and 
Kashmir state won a sweep- 
ing majority in the first 
local elections since a sepa- 
ratist rebellion began in 
1990, results showed 
Wednesday. 

The moderate National 
Conference Party, led by 
former Chief Minister Fa- 
rooq Abdullah, won 54 
seats in the state’s 87-mem- 
ber assembly, election offi- 
cials said. 

Counting in the six re- 
maining constituencies that 
went to the polls over the 
weekend was to start 
Thursday. 

Mr. Abdullah campaigned 
on a platform calling for 
greater autonomy for the 
fractious Himalayan region, 
where more than 20.000 
people have died in insur- 
gency-related violence. 

“The results are very close 
to our expectations.” said 
Saifuddin Soz, National 
Conference spokesman. 
“We are particularly hope- 


ful that our plank on en- 
largement of autonomy has 
been accepted by the peo- 
ple.” 

India’s constitution origi- 
nally gave Kashmiris nomi- 
nal control over most af- 
fairs, but New Delhi has 
gradually eroded these pow- 
ers since 1952. The Natio- 
nal Conference wants to re- 
capture some of them to 
help subdue the separatist 
movement. 

Among these was the 
right to have its own Wazir- 
e-Azam, or prime minister. 
Mr. Soz said he hoped Mr. 
Abdullah would eventually 
take the oath as prime min- 
ister. 

“On Oct. 6, we shall have 
a legislature party meeting, 
and then on Ocl 8, he will 
be sworn in as chief minis- 
ter, and inshallah iGod will- 
ing), later as Wazir-e- 
Azam.” Mr. Soz told 
Reurers. 

Mr. Abdullah was chief 
minister when the insur- 
gency flared in early 1990. 

With 81 of 87 races decid- 


ed, the National Conference 
had a commanding lead 
over its rivals. The Cong- 
ress Party and Hindu natio- 
nalist Bharatiya Janata Par- 
ty (BJP) each had seven 
seats, and Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda’s Janata 
Dal Party had five. 

Congress conceded de- 
feaL “We will provide full 
support to the National 
Conference in running the 
government,” party spokes- 
man Gulam Rasool Kar 
said. 

Members of the separatist 
all parties Hurriyar 
(Freedom) Conference said 
Mr. Abdullah’s victory 
would not help solve 
Kashmir's problems. 

“It will not make much 
change on the ground ” said 
Hurriyat member Abdul 
Majid Banday. “Unless you 
address the people’s basic 
aspirations for self-determi- 
nation, you cannot do 
much.” 

Mr. Abdullah, who 
escaped two grenade attacks 
during the momh-long elec- 


tions. has rejected the sepa- 
ratists' demand for indepen- 
dence or merger with Pakis- 
tan. 

Instead, he has called for 
greater autonomy for the 
Himalayan state and vowed 
to crack down on armed 
militants. 

India accuses Pakistan, 
which rules over one-third 
of the disputed Kashmir 
region, of funding and arm- 
ing separatist guerrillas. Is- 
lamabad denies the charge, 
saying it extends them only 
moral and political support. 

Mr. Abdullah's parry 
refused to participate in par- 
liamentary elections held 
earlier this year, saying the 
Congress government of 
then Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimhu Rao was not 
committed to meeting his 
parry' 's autonomy demands. 

But after Deve Gowda 
assumed power in June, his 
centre- left United Front 
coalition pledged “maxi- 
mum autonomy” to mostly 
Hindu India's only Muslim 
majority stale. 
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Beyond mountain 
of suspicions... 

BENEATH THE handshakes and smiles that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu exchanged 
with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat lie not only 
deep suspicions and mutual mistrust on the person- 
al level but also huge disagreements and fundamen- 
tal differences over the course and goals of the 
peace process itself. 

Israel's opening of the tunnel in East Jerusalem 
was the illegal Israeli action that sparked the recent 
violence in the occupied territories. But Netanyahu's 
determination to reopen the tunnel after the con- 
frontations is a reflection of the obstinate Israeli 
policies that are the roots of the frustration and 
hopelessness that have come to engulf the region 
since Netanyahu took power three and half months 
ago. 

Conflict was simmering beneath the tense calm 
that prevailed among the Palestinians since then. 
Netanyahu did more than renege on the promises 
and break the agreements that the Palestinians and 
his Labour predecessors reached. He played havoc 
with the Palestinians' hope for the fulfilment of their 
rights. That was a sure recipe for a crisis that could 
explode at any moment in the future if the 
Washington summit fails to rein in Netanyahu by 
convincing him that peace is about compromises 
and respect for the partners in the process aiming at 
its achievement. 

Netanyahu has refused so far to implement Israeli 
redeployment in the Palestinian city of Hebron 
where the peace of 120,000 Palestinians is sacrificed 
to appease 450 Israeli settlers. He had effectively 
revoked the commitment to the principle of land- 
for-peace upon which the Madrid process was 
launched and started to expand the illegal Israeli 
settlements in defiance of the whole international 
community and in provocation of the Palestinians. 
But that is only one aspect of the battle against peace 
that the Likud government has been launching. 
Another major part is the condescending attitude 
with which Netanyahu has been approaching the 
Palestinians. The Likud leader is obviously refusing 
to treat them as equal partners in a process that can 
only bring mutual benefits. That is an attitude that 
cannot take the parties far down the road of peace. 

These are fundamental issues that the Washington 
summit should address if the peace process is to be 
put back on track. The Palestinian people need to be 
assured of the good faith of the Israelis. The estab- 
lishment of a personal rapport between Arafat and 
Netanyahu could be an important achievement of 
the Washington meeting. But this rapport should 
lead to the implementation of all that the Israelis 
and the Palestinians have agreed on. Netanyahu 
should have learned by now that he cannot win it all. 
that he has to give and take if the Israelis and the 
Palestinians are to restart the slow, but inevitable, 
process towards lasting and comprehensive peace. 

Above all he should come to realise that peace and 
security are mutually reinforcing, not exclusive. 
Netanyahu should know, true security, in particular, 
is dependent on attaining peace first, not vice versa. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i said Wednesday that 
Jordanians sympathise with the Iraqis more than other 
Arab states for brotherly, economic and political rea- 
sons. Fuhed Fanek said Jordanians might also feel sorry 
for what is happening in Somalia, which faces famine 
and civil strife, but they for sure have a stronger broth- 
erly feeling towards the Iraqi people. While Somalia is 
not exposed to external aggression like Iraq, its people 
continue their in-fighting "in a power struggle which 
could end if the warring factions resort to reason, noted 
the writer. He said in the case of Iraq, its people are fac- 
ing starvation. U.S. aggression and a U.N.-imposed 
embargo for no making of their own. It should be also 
noted that Iraq has been the main importer of Jordanian 
products, said the writer. While Jordan has no direct 
interest in Somalia, like other African or Arab states, he 
said, it has real political, economic and national inter- 
ests in Iraq whose people continues to fact threats and 
external aggression. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour said Wednesday that the 
Arab-Israeli summit in Washington would achieve 
nothing simply because of Israel’s adamant stand and 
its rejection to implement the peace accords. Taher 
Adwan said that U.S. President Bill Clinton has proved 
that he is the sponsor of the peace process only in form 
but not in substance, simply because the U.S. is a 
strategic ally of the Jewish state and because the 
Zionist lobby in America dominates the political deci- 
sion makers in the White House and Congress. Noting 
that 1996 is a presidential election year, the writer said 
there is no doubt that Mr. Clinton remains under the 
influence of Israel and its formidable allies in the 
United States, and will no doubt try to exercise pressure 
on the Arab side rather than on the Israeli prime minis- 
ter. The writer said that the Washington meeting should 
be followed by a mini-Arab summit, grouping Arab 
states directly involved in the Middle East problem, to 
be later followed by an enlarged summit. He said the 
world respects the Arabs' views only when their lead- 
ers are in agreement. 


THERE IS no doubt that the lack of funds, from which our 
universities (as well as most of our other national institu- 
tions) have been suffering for some time now, has left a 
negative impact not only on their future plans and aspira- 
tions but also on their performance at present. The first 
thing that university officials emphasise, when they speak 
to faculty members or students in the annual and periodic 
meetings, is lack of funds. “We would have easily done 
this," is another answer to a suggestion from a student or 
faculty member, “if we had the financial means." They are 
right, of course, as far as the status quo (financially speak- 
ing) is concerned, but some thin g must be done — can be 
done — (I believe) to overcome the problem. 

The limited “financial means” have affected most acad- 
emic aspects at our national universities. The rooms avail- 
able for classes, many of which are inconvenient and 
unsuitable in the first place, are way short of our needs. 
Many departments on our campuses are also understaffed. 
As a result of these two factors, the number of students 
enrolled in most of our sections seems alarmingly large. 
How can you teach (for example) a literature class of sev- 
enty, sixty, or even fifty students in which you want to 
have them interact, participate, think and express them- 
selves? The worst thing you can do, in my opinion, is to 
lecture and have students copy and memorise. 

Rooms available for extra-curricular activities are also 
extremely limited. Last semester we. in the English 
Department at the University of Jordan (and a few years 
prior to that at Yarmouk University), had to cancel some of 
our activities because of lack of space. Al Faraheedi Hall 
is not particularly congenial or cozy, and informal, sponta- 
neous interaction is not easy (it is too large, formal and 
distracting), but it is the only hall available to us — and 
not at ail times. 

The budget available to faculty members for conferences 
and seminars abroad is remarkably insufficient and, in 


some cases, when a faculty member is nominated to par- 
ticipate in a programme abroad, the nomination is made 
conditional (especially if other colleagues are applying.) on 
the university “not contributing to the expenses." There 
are times when we want to xerox material to use in our 
classes and we cannot (the xerox machines are so sacred 
no one dares to come near them); to type material on sten- 
cil is neither convenient nor efficient. Most of the time, we 
copy off-campus at our expense, or just forget the matter 
entirely. 

In tight of the recent developments, the situation is like- 
ly to get worse. Too many universities are competing for 
government funds, the government does not have extra 
money to spare and foreign aid is scarce. Recession is in 
fact a worldwide phenomenon. When I was in the U.S. last 
year, I felt that almost all universities, academic establish- 
ments and research institutions (both public and private) 
were suffering from lack of funds. Scarcity of funds is not 
our problem alone; the phenomenon is global. 

What do we do? Well, what others are doing. The first 
thing is think of the problem as a treatable problem, and 
not as one which we can do nothing or tittle about. Second, 
many solutions can be thought of and patiently but dili- 
gently implemented; I am sure we have enough experi- 
enced people on our campuses to tell us what to do. One 
solution would be the establishment of more investment 
projects. Another would be the increase of income-gener- 
ating programmes on campus. The University of Jordan 
has an excellent experience with both of these. The one 
solution l wish to emphasise here, however, is fundraising. 

This is what most other universities in others parts of the 
world do. The U.S. universities I visited last year (and the 
ones we read about in The Chronicle of Higher Education) 
all rely heavily on fund raising. As in our case, university 
officials abroad complain against, and even lament, the 
lack of funds. But they form committees and devise plans 


and strategies to raise funds. And they succeed in getting 
enough not to seriously hamper their existing programmes 
and future plans. We can do the same. 

The concept of fund raising does not need much expla- 
nation. It is simply the attempt to get funds from donors: 
■institutions (local or international) and private individuals 
(former alumni as well as persons who appreciate educa- 
tion or can be persuaded to appreciate it). This idea is 
working beautifully in many countries. In our society, the 
idea is novel, even though donations of sorts are happen- 
ing daily. However, our culture values charity work a great 
deal, and with some effort and determination we can make 
the task of fund raising work. And just as Friday preachers 
urge people to donate for helping the poor or constructing 
new mosques, they can be persuaded to urge people to 
donate to universities. 

But what is needed is first of all a serious appreciation 
and then an adoption of the idea, more than it is happening 
presently. Initially, a committee at each of our universities 
has to be set up to work out a plan of action: eventually, 
we have to have a formal office or department, supported 
by the highest authority on campus, whose sole business is 
to attract funds and think of ways of getting people to 
donate. 

The most crucial factor, however, is the choice of the 
people who will spearhead this vital task. They have to 
believe in the idea; they have to have the necessary skills 
and charisma, and they have to be creative in the thoughts 
that they suggest. I believe that with the right people and 
the right level of commitment, we can make this vital task 
work and alleviate many of our problems. Some of our 
universities are exerting an effort but it is no way near 
what we aspire. We want them to take this task a lot more 
seriously than they are taking it at present. 


The 100 days of grace 
of Netanyahu’s reign 


By Peretz Kidron 

BENYAMIN NETA- 
NYAHU completed 100 
days as prime minister close 
to' the Jewish New Year, and 
the ' coincidence prompted 
media retrospectives of one 
of the most tumultuous 
years in Israel’s political 
history, side by side with 
sober assessments of the 
performance of the new 
government. Passion and 
colour on the one hand, por- 
trayals of inconcfusiveness 
on the other. The contrast 
was unmistakable. 

Inevitably, summaries of 
the Jewish calendar year 
5855 binged on one central 
event: the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin. In analysing 
its impact, observers noted 
ruefully that the murder has 
left surprisingly few scars. 
Indeed, one random survey 
of public attitudes to the 
year’s events found many 
respondents oblivious of the 
murder: a jogging of memo- 
ry prompted others to a 
half-hearted recognition of 
its significance. Many 
Israelis recall the killing 
with great anguish, but the 
public response overall 
bears little resemblance to 
the place the Kennedy 
assassination occupies in 
the American collective 
consciousness. 

Undoubtedly, attitudes are 
coloured by political loyal- 
ties. Labour voters and 
those sections of public 
opinion broadly in favour of 
the peace process dwell on 
the shared trauma of 
November 1995. But 
nationalist circles espousing 
the diligently propagated 
view of Rabin as a latter- 
day Peiain (a one-time mili- 
tary hero who ended up 
betraying his nation's inter- 
ests by collaborating with 
its worst enemies) scarcely 
trouble to disguise their 
conviction that his murder 
was an act of divine provi- 
dence, bringing his peace 
policies to an abrupt halt 
and paving the way for 
Netanyahu's election victo- 

On the lunatic hinge, the 
assassination evokes uncon- 
cealed admiration extending 
to cult-like worship of its 
perpetrator. Yigai Amir. The 
mainstream right prefers a 
more dignified tone, con- 
demning the killing while 
yet contriving to suggest 
that Rabin brought it upon 
himself by his own mis- 
deeds. In the days immedi- 
ately after the assassination, 
a few of the more thought- 
ful right-wingers conceded 
a measure of shared respon- 


sibility for the venomous 
anti-Rabin propaganda that 
set the tone for his murder. 
It was plain to all that the 
entire “national camp" was 
guilty, in varying degrees, 
of hounding Rabin to his 
death. 

But like die-hards any- 
where. Israel's nationalists 
are not inclined to self-fla- 
gellation for their sins, and 
when the victim's own 
Labour followers con- 
sciously opted — in the pur- 
ported interest of national 
unity and reconciliation — 
to remove the issue from 
their election propaganda, 
the right wing hastened to 
snap out its short-lived con- 
trition. In their increasingly 
rare references to the assas- 
sination, nationalist politi- 
cians refer to it as a “calami- 
ty," a natural disaster with- 
out any human agent. 

Netanyahu's attitude is 
characteristic of this double 
standard. Whenever an 
interviewer refers to Rabin 
and his policies, Netanyahu 
slips into “solemn states- 
man" mode. carefully 
choosing the appropriate 
words to condemn the 
assassination. Then, having 
paid lip-service to decorum, 
he goes on to equally sharp 
condemnation of Rabin's 
course, openly arguing that 
the late prime minister dis- 
regarded vital national 
interests. Whether or not 
that is his intent, the out- 
come falls little short of 
retroactive vindication of 
the assassination, subtly 
suggesting that it was a 
patriotic deed. 

The ambiguity Netanyahu 
has exhibited since the mur- 
der prompted Rabin’s 
widow to bar his attendance 
at the anniversary memorial 
service. She expressed 
equally vigorous objections 
to a eulogy by President 
Weizman, whom she accus- 
es of disrespect for her dead 
husband, not unreasonably 
after he inaugurated the fes- 
tive session of the new 
Knesset without a single 
mention of the assassina- 
tion. Accordingly, Rabin 
will be commemorated 
without the participation of 
the two leading figures of 
the political establishment. 

Little heat 

The new year supple- 
ments foreshadowing the 
Rabin commemoration also 
carried detailed summaries 
of Netanyahu’s first 100 
days. Straddling a broad 
range of political sympa- 
thies, assessments were 
notable overall for their sin- 


gular lack of passion. In 
striking contrast with the 
white heat of political con- 
troversy a year ago, the 
mood reflected in the media 
three months into the 
Netanyahu adnunistration is 
amazingly calm. That even 
tone may be the new prime 
minister's most notable 
achievement to date, offer- 
ing some consolation for his 
dismal ratings in the polls. 

“...the muted 
tone of political 
debate can be 
traced back to 
Netanyahu ’s 
mode of opera- 
tion. Unlike 
Rabin, who 
backed his rhe- 
toric, often blunt 
to the point of 
coarseness, with 
acts on the 
ground, Neta- 
nyahu stands out 
for verbal 

brinkmanship 
with relatively 
few concrete 
actions ” 


In part, the muted tone of 
political debate can be 
traced back to Netanyahu’s 
mode of operation. Unlike 
Rabin, who backed his 
rhetoric, often blunt to the 
point of coarseness, with 
acts on the ground. 
Netanyahu stands out for 
verbal brinkmanship with 
relatively few concrete 
actions. 

Critics complain that his 
style of government is 
extension of his election 
campaign, long on slogan 
and gesture but with little to 
show in practice, most 
notably on domestic issues. 
His pledge to cover die 
deficit, allegedly run up by 
his extravagant Labour pre- 
decessors, by slashing the 
budget has made little 
impact: cuts are effectively 
postponed to 1997. The 
same holds for bis much 
vaunted intentions of pri- 
vatising state-owned indus- 
tries. 

Inaction 

In the more fateful sphere 
of the peace process and 
relations with Israel’s Arab 


neighbours, Netanyahu is 
notable more for inaction 
than a bold step in any 
direction. He stepped up the 
rhetoric in relation to Syria: 
but without a single shot 
fired, ‘Syrian troop move- 
ments signalling that he had 
gone too far induced him to 
step back from the brink. In 
the occupied territories, he 
has opted for an evasive 
policy that leaves everyone 
dissatisfied. His most 
notable act in relation to the 
Palestine National 

Authority (PNA) was to 
postpone beyond any rea- 
sonable term his meeting 
with Yasser Arafat. When 
this threatened to spark a 
total rupture with the 
Palestinians, he contrived to 
mollify them with gradual 
relaxation of the closure 
imposed by the previous 
government. In the end he 
did meet Arafat for the 
inevitable handshake. 

Netanyahu’s own settler 
supporters got similar hot 
and cold treatment. Pledges 
to “unshackle” settlement 
expansion have hitherto 
produced relatively little 
action. While preparations 
are afoot for expansion of 
existing settlements, there 
appear to be no plans for 
further colonisation. 

The fateful issue of 
Hebron, and Rabin's formal 
undertaking to withdraw 
Israeli troops from most of 
the city, is widely regarded 
as the crucial test case. 
Netanyahu is committed to 
meeting Israel's contractual 
obligations; will he go 
through with it over the set- 
tlers' predictably hysterical 
objections? Much depends 
on the firmness of his collo- 
cutors in the international 
arena. Netanyahu is wary of 
an irreparable rift with his . 
Arab neighbours or his : 
American patrons; secretly, 
he has a healthy respect for 
the opinions of the despised 
Europeans and is not totally 
indifferent to the Russians. 

Judging by his conduct 
hitherto, he will draw out 
the Hebron withdrawal as 
long as is humanly possible; 
eager to prove his negotiat- 
ing prowess, he will black- 
mail Arafat Into offering 
cosmetic concessions on 
demarcation lines or troop 
redeployment. But when the 
chips are down, and angry 
messages from Cairo and 
Washington start piling up 
on his desk, Netanyahu will 
issue the withdrawal order. 
He will, however, contrive 
to let the cameras catch him 
sad and grim-faced. 

Middle East International 


LETTERS 

Reason should prevail 

To the Editor: 

THIS LAST week has been malevolent. The faces of Hanin 
and Hani are mentally superimposed on the faces of all the 
other — and equally innocent — children playing in the street 
or sitting in the back of their parent's cars at traffic lights... 
they must be protected from evil (in cyanide capsules and 
other forms). The horror of Hanin and Hani’s trusting end has 
darkened ail our lives with dread and a loss-of-innoctence. 

An equal loss of innocence is in the heam,of those'of us 
still trying to open our minds to the potential of interactive 
globalisation and economic blocs and other constructive top- 
ics that emerge with an end to the paralysis of insecurity 
(actual and mental) in the Middle East. The shots that rang 
out in Jerusalem and the West Bank, and their echo, shake our 
nascent and carefully tended faith in peace with Israel. 

There is a sick pre-recognition in the sight of tanks in the 
streets of Jerusalem and Cobra helicopters raining rounds of 
fire on Ramallah and the scattering of Friday crowds around 
Al Aqsa Mosque like wheat fields in the wind under the rain 
of bullets. Wherever the dead or wounded fell, antlike figures 
came running back to pick them up and out of range. 

Even those vainly practising passive resistance, joining 
hands and chanting in the face of aggression, were met with 
the well-known kick to the groin and shattering of kneecaps 
and skulls. How are we to concentrate on peace building and 
other art forms of our common future while swallowing so 
many images of us being treated like so much un-Kosher 
meat? 

The reaction to Al Aqsa tunnel is the tip of an iceberg of 
buried recrimination and evokes painful memories only very 
thinly covered by the efforts of the past two yfears. It is true 
we are a divided nation, but in dealing with Palestinian rights 
in their ancestral lands — to housing, education, employ- 
ment. services and a workable future — with such utter dis- 
regard, contempt for religious sanctity and brutal subjugation 
of any expression of outrage. Israel comes very near to unit- 
ing us into a sea of hatred that could break out in myriad 
forms — from the politic to the fanatic. Special background 
reference is made to the inimitable casting of Sharon as min- 
ister of infrastructure (somewhat like casting Goebbels as 
minister of health in the Jewish state). 

The Palestine National Authority (PNA) soldiers thai so 
shocked the Israelis by firing at them rather than at their fel- 
low Palestinians, reverted to defending their own. In the 
midst of the chaos of the savage onslaught of Israeli weapon- 
ry on civilians — men. women and children — it would have 
been veiy strange if they had noL 
Another remarkable factor is that the average age of :those 
on the streets is far too young to harbour historical stores of 
hatred they are obviously bred to hate by day to day Israeli 
practices: there may never be a peaceful and viable al tenia- ‘ 
live for them if this trend goes on. 

While it is civilised and restful to be at peace, civilisation — as we 
can see in every newscast _ i s but a thin veneer over Iwstiality.Very 
obviously. the seductive besi Lsrael has to offer is not for the 
Isracli/Palesiinian/Arab. To protect his people — a highly logical aim 
— Netanyahu must give us reason to believe that he can also protect 
our own. If the late Rahin — one of the original wamorc who helped 
establish the Zionist state - could rise above military thinking to a 
higher and interactive vision of peace that both Jew and Arab could 
believe m. Netanyahu must aim for no less. 

It would be very tragic if the assassin's bullet — always a cowanJ- 
ly and base weapon - could indeed loll our hopes for p^c*as Yiga! 
Amir m tended tn his racist mind. He can achieve his end unless 
Netanyahu rises above racism and meet, us hatf-wav - in the. name 
o srae s long-term interest — that w e , in our mm. can meet him 
halt-way — m Arab’s interest 

There are many layers of human (and pre-Christian 1 civilisations in 

lite!under tZ Gty ' yeI 00 0ne scems to ** burrowing, ferns- 
^ foun ^ of the Sistine Chapel, exposing itto future 

itv md rh- ■ reWnUn ® ^' s,oi y M inch at a time, playing with real- 
tty and clupptng away at the sanctity of others' beliefs 
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Noting ‘a time for every purpose ’ 


If plans beirg prepared on the state level for November 
are realised , Amman may host not only South African 
President A ■ Ison Mandela but Indonesian President 
Suharto as well. If one is curious why President Suharto 
goes by one name, it is because Indonesian culture usual- 
ly makes usjof only one name. While nothing could be 
confirmed, hdonesian embassy officials did say the idea 
of a presidmtial visit is in the works, and that it appears 
that it will be a single-country visit to the Kingdom only. 
Over at thl Ministry of Foreign Affairs however, no one 
seemed tofurve heard of the envisaged trip. Turbulent 
times in Jjkarta last month have quieted perhaps enough 
to allow tfe incumbent President to look away from parry 
politics aid an election for a brief time to visit the 
Kingdom It would be the first state visit for Mr. Suharto, 
whose wi e Tien passed away three months ago. The cou- 
ple had transited through Amman on earlier trips. 
Incidentc ly, if anyone noticed the flag at the Indonesian 
embassy lying at half-mast on Monday, it was to com- 
memorat the government and army officials who lost 
their //vs during the 1965 coup d'itat staged by 
Common Ms on Sept. 30. 
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A WOID ON DYNAMICS: 

Royal dpurt Adrian Abu 
Odeh is back in Jordan 
from abqut a year of 
research and writing in 
the United States. On a 
grant from the United 
Slates Institute of Peace 
( USIP ) in j Washington. 

D.C.. Mr Abu Odeh 
decided to \o full throttle 
■ ■ .and write a book instead 
■' * ! C ’ 1 ill of the originally planned 

paper • on the 
“Jordania'i- Palestinian 
Dynamic j in Jordan: 

Origins, fvolution and 
Impact at the Peace 
Process . " He found the 
intellect uil atmosphere 
and research facilities 
stimulating enough to Adrian Abu Odeh 
• have conpleted the first 

\half of' Sis' manuscript, • » • .. : 

which USIP has- expressed ah interest in publishing. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Abu Odeh has applied for a grant at the 
Woodrov Wilson Institute, also in Washington, hoping to 
•• finish the manuscript where the availability of research 
assistants and necessary documents is no problem. On a 
anecdotal note, as a man who never had to stand in tine, 
cook his own meals or do his own laundry. Mr. Abu Odeh 
looks at his grant experience as rehabilitation back to an 
ordinary life, with no regrets. He lived in the same apart- 
ment building as Tahseen Bashir, a former Egyptian diplo- 
mat, and enjoyed many encounters with him. Should the 
. ' .Woodrow Wilson grant actuate, Mr. Abu Odeh will be 
Washington-bound again in January. This past week, he 
took up discussion of current issues when he wrote an arti- 
cle in Al Dustour Arabic daily on the summit conference in 
_ Washington grouping His Majesty King Hussein, 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. 


AN AUGUST UNDERTAKING: In another acade- 
mic vein, nominations for the Annual Wasfi Tal Award are 
being solicited. The award is named after the late prime 
minister who was assassinated in Cairo in 1971. This 
award differs from other awards such as the Crown Prince 
Award, the Shoman F oundation Award, and the Ministry of 
Culture Awards, in that it is the first such prize to encour- 
age political thought and writing. To add weight to this 
already significant endeavour is the board of trustees 



President Suharto of Indonesia 


presided over by former Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and including former prime ministers Zeid Rifai 
and Taker Masri as well as 26 current and former senior 
officials, ministers, senators and other prominent individ- 
uals. Candidates for this first-time prize must write a 
45,000-word paper on the development of political thought 
in Jordan since the establishment in 1921 of the Emirate of 
Transjordan and the contents must contribute qualitative- 
ly to the mandate of the award. That stipulation in itself 
opens the door for serious empirical and analytical work 
on the subject at hand, a novel approach. 

#*«* 

TAKING A RAINCHECK: An analytical look at 
what some intellectuals and academics have termed “The 
, Fear of Peace " is precisely what the Royal Institute for 
Inle/fairh' Studies was planning to take this Friday and 
: Saturday, ‘.puftlus sphering subject if ‘being pul 'oti'tlie' 
’ back-burijjer^ untttffiehef. conditions^",. .. 'prevail inffie' 
forthcoming weeks. " With the recent, violence between 
Palestinians and Israeli authorities and the emergency 
summit called by the U.S. President, organisers have 
rethought the appropriateness of discussing economic and 
strategic apprehensions inherent in moving the peace 
process forward at such a critical time. The forum was to 
be held in Petra and participated in by Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

**** 

CHOCK-FULL OF INFO: The French organisa- 
tion known more commonly as CERMOC, (the centre for 
studies and research on the contemporary Middle East J 
has plowed ahead and issued irs first issue of “Jordanies. ” 
This new publication focuses on research and documenta- 
tion on Jordanian politics, economy and sociery “of a 
serious academic nature. " A second, issue is to be pub- 
lished by the end of December. The bulletin is the com- 
bined product of CERMOC itself and several academi- 
cians from Jordan and abroad. Next month Cermoc will 
be soliciting subscriptions to its new endeavour. To give 
you a hint of what substance the publication holds, here 
■are some examples: special reports on “ The Government 
of the White Revolution, ” “ Poverty and Vulnerability in 
Jordan, ” “Jordanian -Palestinian Union in Opinion 

Polls.” “ Teenagers in Jordan," card “Jordan and the 
IMF. " The December issue will include book reviews of 
Amman and its Surroundings by Jean Hannoyer and 
Setani Shami ; Jordan Inter-Arab Relations bv Laurie 


Brand, and On Both Banks of the Jordan — A Political 
Biography of Wasp Tal by Asher Susser. Jordanies' editor 
is CERMOC Director Jean Hannoyer who is based in 
Beirut. The centre s Amman office is directed by Ricardo 
Bocco, also a member of Jordanies’ editorial board. 
According to Editorial Secretary Fran$oise de Bel-Air. the 
work involved has been painstaking but worth it. 

**** 

THE CHURCH IN THE STATE: it is not only 

officialdom, the diplomtic corps and sundry organisations 
that witness activity — the religious sector can provide 
some interesting news as well. Take for instance the 
appointment of a Maronite bishop for the Holy Land and 
Jordan. He is Bishop Boulos Al Sayah who will be 
installed during a ceremony Saturday evening in Lebanon. 
As a sect of the Roman Catholic Church, the Maronites 
have historically inhabited the mountains of Lebanon. The 
few Maronite families living in Jordan do not as yet have 
their own church and worship at the Latin Patriarchy. The 
ceremony for Bishop Sayah will be held in Bkirki, seat of 
the Maronite Patriarchy at The Church Of Our Lady In 
Harisa. Invited to attend are Roman Catholic Bishop 
Salim Sayegh, head of the Greek Catholic Church in 
Amman Bishop George El Murr and Lebanese 
Ambassador to Jordan William Habib. Bishop Sayah can 
be expected to visit Jordan from time to time during his 
mission, but it is still unclear whether an office or rectory 
will be set up in Amman to accommodate his work while 
here. The new bishop comes from an academic back- 
ground. having studied and taught in the U.S. 


Another minority Christian sect, the Assyrians, have 
a new bishop of Jerusalem. His name is Severios Murad 
and he is expected to arrive in Amman Friday. Bishop 
Murad is scheduled to conduct his first mass on Sunday at 
Saint Aphram Church inAshrafiyeh which serves the small 
but devoted Assyrian community in Jordan. He replaces 
Bishop Bahnan Jarjawi who has been the bishop of 
Jerusalem for 25 years. Bishop Jarjawi will retire to a 
monastery in his native Iraq. 


As if to coincide with the goings and comings of 
Christian clergy in and out of town, Armenian Archbishop 
oflraqAyakAsadourianwas in Jordan last week arriving 
fibm a visit to Armenia arid on, His way back rojBaghdtid. 
He\ wds jhe personal guest of his “ Counterpart 'Bishop 
Vahan Topalian during his stay and met with seve rat lead- 
ers of the various Christian churches in Jordan. As is cus- 
tomary for visiting senior clergy, he conducted a Sunday 
mass on the occasion of the Feast of the Holy Cross at 
Saint Tatheos Church, the only Armenian Orthodox 
Church in Jordan serving a community of about 4.000 of 
which about 3,000 are Jordanians. The only unfortunate 
incident that occurred during his visit is that a brother of 
the cloth. Father Keghart Khacherian. an Armenian priest 
from Vancouver. Canada, was on a tourist visit to Jordan 
with a group of his parishioners. He suffered a slipped 
disk while braving the pavements of Amman and was 
admitted to Luzmilla Hospital where he was operated on 
by Dr. Salah Salah. Still recovering. Father Khacherian is 
said to be in good spirits. 

**** 

SAFE IN THE CHAMBER: Back on the job at the 
Lower House of Parliament is Deputy Abdul Baqi Jammo 
who is the longest serving and oldest member of 
Parliament. The deputy, who is also deputy speaker of the 
Lower House, was involved in a road accident and hospi- 
talised for a short while for observation. With no injuries 
sustained. Sheikh Jammo, who represents the Chechen 
seal for the Zarqa district but is popular as well among the 
Muslim community therefor his forceful handling of local 
problems, is back safe in the halls of Parliament, save for 
the occasional flying ashtray, hurled not by himself but by 
other parties. 


DISCIPLINED DISCIPLES: Back fa school 

means something special for 21 students who have been 
awarded the British Cotmeii/British Embassy Chevcning 
Scholarships. The scholarship programme, established in 
Jordan in 19S2 usually sees between 20 and 25 students 
annually leaving for the U.K. to study for one year in n 
masters curricula. With the exception of medicine and 
dentistry, the post-graduate scholarship is open to nearly 
all disciplines. This year's 1996/97 competition was 
termed fierce. The scholars were selected among I -100 
applicants. Tin- current scholarship recipients, many of 
whom have already left for the U.K.. are: Lina Fawzi 
Gharaibeh [law). Majdi Mohammad A I i [business admin- 
istration). Bosnia Nafis Madonor i investment manage- 
ment). Yasera Asctn Ghosheh \ commercial law). Lubna 
fzziddin i gender and development). Shireen SJnihin (devel- 
opment studies). Khnlnnd AhJni Razzak Tubeishai [envi- 
ronment), Malta Rami si AbdttlfiainiJ [development stud- 
ies). Abdullah Muqattash ( environmental assessment and 
planning), MoJhi Huj Mtmsa f physiotherapy ». Amer 
Rabadi [agriculture-plant breeding and crop improve- 
ment), Thanvat Awamleh (development policy and plan- 
ning). Fateh Radwan (environmental engineering). Rana 
Mohammad Azztim (pharmacokinetics, disposition and 
phanrngeneties). Mohammad Luay Fmukli (water 
resources planning and management). Rued Ashhab 
(design and manufacturing). Mohammad Masri (political 
science), Samer Mufleh Qudah (commercial lawi. Majdi 
Za'al Burgan (quality management). Yoitsif M. Ibrahim 
Targali (electronic engineering ). and Naim Jamal ( auto- 
motive engineering). The British Embassy said applica- 
tions for the 1997-98 programme will be available at the 
embassy and the British Council from Oct. 13-27. Closing 
date for receipt of applications is Nov. 7. Candidates 
should have a record of excellence, either professional or 
academic, and use their studies in the U.K. to build their 
future in Jordan. Excellent command of English and some 
relevant work experience is favourable. The maximum age 
is 40. 




Jennifer Hamameh 






bulletin board 


WHO NEEDS NIELSON’S RATINGS? Say 

so-long to Ridge, Caroline , Thom, and Brooke: 
Jordan Television is wiping The Bold and the Beautiful 
off the air next month. In a highly calculated decision, 
and not a haphazard whim, JTV Director Nasser 
Judeh scad he consulted educators , decision-makers , 
average viewers and even psychologists for several 
months prior to the decision to scratch the steamy- 
seedy serial from the airwaves. When push came to 
shove, the decision, said Mr. Judeh, centred on three 
major factors: with the show running for about two 
years to date, opinions about it are abnost equally 
divided between pro and con; also the American series, 
started in the early 80s and which is still running in the 
U.S L, will have to be slopped in Jordan at some stage as 
continuing it would require too long a commitment: 
and finally the price tag attached to the programme, 
poses a significant burden on the JTV budget because 
it is always a constant. So avid fans have another three 
to four weeks to catch their saga sweethearts before the 
screen goes black. Although no replacement pro- 
gramme has been decided upon, Mr. Judeh says it will 
certainly be more family oriented. Gee, isn ’t that what 
the Forresters were all about? 


Are children ’s rights neglected? 


BOOK REVIEW 


Children in the Muslim Middle East 
Edited bv Elizabeth Wamock Femea 
Austin, University of Texas Press. 1995, 477 pages. 
$22.95. 

CHILDREN WERE chosen as the subjects of this 
anthology on the premise that their situation is a 
neglected area, despite the Sowing, volume of 
Middle East studies being published in the West 
The 41 contributions from Arab, Turkish, Iranian 
and Western experts, cover a range of topes: 
Health, education, child labour, children s rights 
in Islam, child-rearing practices, children and the 
arts, and how politics and war impact on child- 
hood. The book departs from dry academics by 
including selections snch as children s songs and 
games, toe first published translation of Ghassan 
Kanafani’s story “The Smhil Lamp, and an 
assessment of the TV programme lttah Ya 

^Many of the authors note how the spread oftele- 
vision has altered childhood. In an ojraew, 
Hassan Al Ibrahim cites 

American University in Cairo showmg that Hhe 
Egyptian child spends an averageof 33 hours m 
fan! of the television every week. This exceed^the 
time he spends in play, at scbooh ^tM^ p^nte, 

n Arab World are physically threatened by thedan- 
of hunger, poverty' and war. He questions 
whither modernisation, as enacted to date, has 
F i i,L. niialitv of children’s lives. To make 
J5LEH? he emotes a traveller to the 


'point conversely^ he = a“t^ Uer totoe 

-Atto^begtanSg'of 1 myh^gamong’the wander- 
ing Arabs f^svery surprised to see the young, 


his 

Ara 


whose ages range between three and twelve years, 
accompany then- elders; they are permitted to con- 
verse with them, and they are at times consulted 
on subjects which surpass their level, and they are 
listened to— I have not seen in the whole world 
boys who are more sensible and more behaved ... f ’ 
Ibrahim concludes: ‘This was the Gulf child one 
hundred years ago. I wonder what has happened 
to him now!" (p. 28). 

The child's position in the fissure between tradi- 
tion and modernity is addressed in many chapters 
of the book. In her introduction, editor Fernea 
quotes an official of Morocco's Education Ministry 
who describes children as “pulled between two 
worlds- — that of their [often] illiterate parents 
and that of their “modern" peers: “At a time when 
old absolutes are crumbling and old values disre- 
garded. what are young people to do?" (p. 4). 

Children In The Muslim Middle East chronicles 
both the advances made for children and the many 
problems they and their families still face. While 
the selections are based on data collected in the 80s 
or even before, the issues have not lost their rele- 
vance. One example is a 1979 statement by the 
Cairo Family Planning Association about “Bodily 
Mutilation of Young Females" — a practice which 
is being heatedly contested in Egypt at this very 
moment. 

A welcome inclnsion in the book is an article by 
Evelyn Early on the children's plays sponsored by 
Syrian Baath Party youth groups'. This is rather 
unique as it is seldom that Syrian cultural life is 
touched upon in Western publications. 

The only disappointing chapter is the one on 
Lebanon. Here it would be reasonable to expect a 
broad coverage of how years of war have affected 
children psychologically, or in terms of education 


or health. Instead, there is only one article cn 
Lebanon, and the author, Kari H. Karame, focus- 
es solely on a few hundred young women who 
fought with the Falangist Party militia in the ini- 
tial phase of Lebanon's civil war. 

Two chapters of this book are devoted to Jordan. 
One by Seteney Shami and Lucine Taminian 
describes family life in the Wadi neighbourhood of 
downtown Amman. The other is written by Staff an 
Janson, a Swedish doctor who was responsible for 
the joint Swedish- Jordanian project for develop- 
ing maternal and child health care in Sweileh, 
from 1986 to 1989. 

Dr. Janson acknowledges Jordan's undeniable 
gains: “Immunisation rates of children and preg- 
nant mothers are the best in the whole region, and 
the [infant] mortality rate is lower than in any 
other comparable country” (p. 196). But he also 
points to many residual problems: Unsatisfactory 
nutritional levels among some sectors of the popu- 
lation; delayed diagnosis of mental retardation 
and neurological handicaps; high risk of children 
being involved in home or traffic accidents; failure 
to address the phenomenon of child abuse; and the 
fact that “the school system is very conservative 
and demanding from the first day*-* (p. 195). 

Those working In child-related fields can use this 
volume as a reference for assessing what has been 
accomplished since the 1980s, which one of the 
contributors described as “the decade of the emer- 
gence of awareness of the dangers that threaten 
the nation's future due to neglect of children’s 
rights’* (p. 20). 

Sally Bland 
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Nice character 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

IF t statistical study were carried out to find what is die 
mof popular personal computer application programme, 
wor ! processing (WP) would win, and by far. WP has not 
onb made conventional typewriters obsolete, it has also 
changed our attitude towards writing and the way we com- 
mui :cate. 

O of the earliest WP machines, launched in 1981 was 
the :PT. a registered name that meant Computer Power 
Typ ig. The system was based on hardware that was small 
and . riendly enough to be considered as “personal." CPT 
equiment and software however were not compatible 
will other systems. Moreover, the printers that would con- 
nec lo them used the then traditional daisy wheel printing 
tec) .iology. 

C se to rBM’s famous ball system daisy wheels pro- 
duct a very high quality of printout but were very slow 
cor 'ared to current laser printers for example. Because of 
otn us physical specifications, each daisy wheel offered 
on!; one font of characters, i.e one typesryle. at one size. 

Tv typestyle characterises the shape, the design, the 
sty I: of the character, while the size Is a measurement of 
hm large it is. Known typestyles are Times, Roman, 
Eui -.tyle. Arial. Courier. Clarendon, Britannic.* A Ibertus. 
Gai.mond and so on. The size is usually expressed as a 
mu- pie of the fraction 1/72 of an inch, called point. In a 
new paper, body text is usually printed at 10 or 12 points 
whi . headlines may be printed at 40. 60 or more points. 
Tht "j who work in the printing or publishing industry are 
fair 'iar with these terms. 

E h time a user wanted to use a different font, he had 
to * ange the wheel or the ball. On average, one would 
buj Tour to six wheels to be able to give some variety to 
the ( ext. Affordable modern laser printers have revolu- 
tior • ed WP by changing all that. They allow PC users to 
ma pulate tens, hundreds of fonts simultaneously without 
the >>eed to replace any hardware like daisy wheels or 
ball . and while preserving, if not improving, the printout 
qua ty. As far as speed is concerned the progress ratio is 
an nazing 50 to one, approximately. 

S .h facilities have lead to chaos in the realm of fonts. 
The standard MS-Windows system provides about 20 
•tyles that one can scale almost to any size — more 
enough to satisfy most users. Software designers 
ver didn't stop there. Almost every additional pn> 
me you would install under Windows will bring with 
ew fonts. Install MSWord. Borland's Quattro or any 
oth--: and you will see that they have added foots to their 
ow. -hat other Windows programmes can naturally share. 
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With three or four programmes, one would end with say 
50 fonts. 

PC users are known to be a rather greedy species. 
Counting on that quality, fonts designers have made it a 
point to give them as many fonts as they can take. You can 
now buy complete collections of fonts available on floppy 
disks or CD-ROM. It is not uncommon to find sets con- 
taining 400 or 600 fonts, for as little as JDIO or JD20. 
Such sets can easily be added to the ones already available 
under Windows. 

Greed has its drawbacks. Fonts take space from the hard 
disk and from the main memory of your PC. They also 
tend to slow the opening, the start-up of Windows. 
Installing an excessive number of them on your system 
will definitely make it heavier to run. Besides, choosing a 
font from a set of a few hundreds is not a simple operation. 
Another aspect that many neglect is that in a large collec- 
tion of typestyles, there will be necessarily several ones 
that will look almost the same. 

Those who use computers to do graphic design and pub- 
lishing certainly need to have a wider choice of fonts 
available to them than say, a journalist. Whatever the 
need, it is difficult to imagine why one would have 500 
fonts for example. One of the CD-ROM discs supplied 
with Corel, a well-known graphic design and drawing 
software, offers as many as 700 typestyles. For having 
attempted to explore them, I know that it gave me more 
headache than pleasure. 

Abundance is not always a good thing in personal com- 
puting. Those who load their PC hundreds of fonts or with 
six different WP programmes lyes, I have seen that too) 
lose speed functionality and waste precious disk space and 
memory resources. On the other hand personal computing 
is also an ideal field for experimenting with technology 
while enjoying it, not necessarily in view of higher pro- 
ductivity. Therefore why shouldn't one be allowed to play 
with hundreds of fonts? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


OBSERVATION TEST 



Look at the above three illustrations carefully. There is something obviously wrong. Can you see, at a glance. 
■■ hat it is? 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


* She is a grass widow. 


1. What do we call a camel with one hump only? 

2. What is pewter? A dingo? A pangolin ’ 

3. How does a dog perspire? 

4. How did dandelions get their names? 


’ Innaha zawja manfasila an zawjeha. 2. What is pewter? A dingo? A pangolin? 

3. How does a dog perspire? 

* She took the edge off her husband. 

Laqad kasarat shawkata zawjeha. 

*" She is the bane of his life. 

Innaha munaghessa le-hayatehi. 


* 1 can't abide that woman. 


PUZZLES 

La ateeq tilkal mar a. (A) BEFQRE CROSSING ROADS 


* She bores me. 


Innaha tab'ath al-malal fee nafsi. 


* She is jealous and envious. 

Innaha ghayoora wahasooda. 

* She is too difficult to deal with. 

Yas'ob at’ta’amul ma'aha. 

* I'll bring an action against her. 

Sawfa oqeem alayha da'wa. 

* I’m sure I'll win the case. 

Ana muta'akkid be'annani sa'aksab al-qadiya. 

m 

* * * * 

LAUGH TIME 

* VIFE: “Let's go and have a look at the furs in that 
sio ■? 

h USB AND: “I don't mind, but what about going to the 
zoo instead!" 


* THE FIRST: “What made you play cards with your 
wile?" 

THE SECOND: “So as to get back my salary from her!” 


WM 
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Can you read this piece of good advice? 


* .?. 


* v MAN went 
wh he wanted say 
bu!: ts.” 


to buy a gun. The salesman gave him 
fing, “This is u wonderful gun with nine ‘ *■* 

“ .ine bullets! Why? How many women do vou think Chocolate (sweet) darling 
V got married to?” Hlt < > P u " 


<B) INSERT THE WORD MISSING FROM THE 


* * * # 


Stories , poetry, mystery and adventure 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

TWO WRITERS embodying the modern Hispanic tradi- 
tion are the Spanish poet Federico Garcia Lorca l 1898- 
1936) and the Colombian writer and novelist Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez { 1 927-.J. 

In 1967, in Buenos Aires, a novel, by a Colombian 
writer only 40 years old. appeared for the first time. 
Today, there is hardly a language left to which that novel. 
100 Years Of Solitude, has not been translated. 

Marquez’s most • recent publication. News Of A 
Kidnapping, is a narrative of real life events and kidnap- 
pings which took place in Colombia in the early part of the 
1990s. Of the book itself. Marquez says that the pain of 
those kidnapped, their patience,, and their anger gave him 
the courage to complete the book which he admits was the 
most difficult task of his entire life. 

He explains that his only frustration is knowing that not 
a single one of his victims will find in the book anything 
more than a faded reflection of the horror that they had to 
endure in real life. 

T his is always true in the sense that no matter how 
intense and graphic rhe prose is. whatever anyone 
attempts to write about oneself can only be a withered 
reflection of ones innermost feelings. 

With a central theme of a deep frustration into which are 
woven the permutations of time, love and death, the works 
of Lorca are deeply rooted in Andalusian tradition. 
Because of this, he was the voice of the people for many 
illiterate Andalusians who recited his Gvpsy Ballads with- 
out being able to read them. Love and death criss-crossed 
a lot in his poetry: Love as the essence of life and death as 
the obvious and necessary end of life. 

It has been repeatedly written that even though Lorca 
was the most famous of his generation, he was nor the 
best. This is a truth which conceals another. A truth. 



maybe even a paradox, somewhat akin to the line of 
thought which states that light illuminates darkness, and 
you just cannot have both at the same time. '■ 

The gypsies of Andalusia and their world are the essence 
of most of his writing: Spirits. Flamenco and Andalusian 
folklore are a recurrent theme which he keeps coming 
back to over and over again. 1 

Apart from his varied gifts as a dramatist, tieatre direc- 
tor. actor, designer and poet, he also trained as i musician. 
According to his musical mentor, the composer Manuel 
De Falla, he had the talent to become an intemaionaJ con- 
cert pianist, had he ever wanted. 

Needing to get free of Europe. Lorca arrive! in New 
York in 1929 to enrol for a course in English at Columbia 
University. What happened was that he never did manage 
to leant anything as far as language was concerns! What 
he did manage to do was write some of the best {hems he 
had written. A 

He was in Wall Street the morning of the crash, a crash 
which he described in 16 lines of graphic prose. 
Influenced by things he had witnessed, his Ne?v York 
poems contain a blistering indictment of the materialism 
and inhumanity he found in New York at the time 
Things that can be found in any metropolis rodaj*. 


* 


Under the knife 



Number of women who 

suffer female 

genital mut 

Nigeria 

33m 

Ethiopia 

24m 

Egypt 

24m 

Sudan 

10m 

Kenya 

7m 

Somalia 

4.5m 

Mutilation is not required 

■ .--27 ... 


7 


It is designed to preserve 
virginity, ensure marriageability 
and contain sexuality 

2m girls a year have ail or some 
of their genitalia cut away 


Source-. UNICEF 


Female circumcisers defend ‘sacred practice’ 


By Desmond Mng 

FEMALE circumcision is 
sacred and life without it 
would be meaningless, 
according to the Bundo 
Society, which represents 
the Soweis who carry out 
the operation in Sierra 
Leone. 

About 100 Soweis held a 
three-day workshop in 
Freetown to establish guide- 
lines for the practice, 
involving the removal of 
some or all of the female 
genitalia and known to crit- 
ics as female genital mutila- 
tion. 

“We have taken the lead to 
discuss a very sacred insti- 
tution affecting the lives of 
our youth and adult popula- 
tion,” said Haja Isha Sasso. 
president of the National 
Council of Muslim Women. 

“It is a form of school 
where the initiates are 
taught useful acts of behav- 
iour. social values and 
meaningful life-patterns." 
she commented. 

One of the key workshop 
recommendations was an 
end to media discussion of 
the issue, with fines of 
between $200,000 and 
$500,000 for anyone break- 
ing the silence. 

Another is that female cir- 
cumcision should not be 
performed on a child under 
10 . 

A third, said Council 
spokesperson and broad- 
caster Haja Kadi Johnson, is 
that any Sowei carrying out 
the operation during holy 
d:r.s and religious periods 
— such as Fridays and 
Sundays, and the months of 
Ramadan or Lent — should 
be fined $500,000. 


The death of a 14-year-old Egyptian 
girl after a circumcision operation 
has increased calls for a government 
ban on the practice. But in Sierra 
Leone Soweis who do the job have 
held a three-day workshop and are 
calling for legislation to protect the 
ritual 


Lawyer Eithleen Kamara, 
who said she had been sub- 
jected to painful genital 
mutilation when she was 
10. stormed out of the 
workshop as the proposals 
were read out. 

“The proposals are outra- 
geous and smack of 
attempts to take us to the 
dark ages.” she said angrily. 

She was not alone. 
Women’s groups denounced 
the proposals, and accused 
the Society of “trying to 
twist the arms of Parliament 
to enact an unpopular pro- 
posal into law.*' 

They found the Society's 
stand particularly disap- 
pointing because it follows 
a recent decision by 21 
Soweis in Mali to abandon 
the practice. 

A spokesman of Sierra 
Leone’s Medical and Dental 
Association said: “Mutila- 
tors are hiding behind the 
cloak of culture to bring 
death or permanent disabili- 
ty to our young ones. 

“We shall fight these pro- 
posals to ensure they do not 
see the light of day." 

The Association also 
warned against allowing 
hospitals to perform female 


circumcision in the hope of 
improving the safety of the 
operation, on the grounds 
that then “we would have 
little hope of eradicating the 
practice.” 

Statistics on deaths and 
injuries arising from the 
operation are impossible to 
obtain, says Stella Sosay of 
the Births and Deaths 
Office, “because families 
are sworn to secrecy and 
will not disclose details." 

Police representative 
Yabu Kamara says “the 
police, too. are frustrated 
because nobody will give 
them any leads.” 

“People see it as a secret 
society." says a Christian 
priest the Reverend 
Timothy Mends, who has 
received dozens of threaten- 
ing letters as a result of his 
public stand against the 
practice-, “and those who are 
members are afraid to tell 
you what goes on behind 
the bush." 

MPs who were asked 
whether they would support 
the Society's proposals ' 
were all against even those 
from rural areas where- the 
practice is most rooted. 

Many rural men would 




not want to marry uncir- 
cumcised women, who are 
then likely to be ostracised. 

They would probably 
agree with the Bundo 
Society members at the 
workshop who said that the 
aim of the ritual “is to cut 
down on the sexual desires 
of girls who go into mar- 
riage immediately after ini- 
tiation. 

'It is an easy way * to 
reduce their sexual promis- 
cuity that would normally 
lead to friction in the home 
between husbands and 
wives." 

Soweis also support the 
practice because it gives 
them status and consider- 
able payments.' not only 
money but through gifts 
such as rice, palm oil and 
clothes. 

^oshio Koiko of the 
United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) in Sierra 
Leone describes female 
genital mutilation as an 
issue of great concern to the 
organisation. 

"'UNFPA will provide 
funding to youth groups and 
other organisations to help 
develop a consensus • on 
female circumcision, as the 
continuation of the practice 
is a violation of human 
rights." she promised. 

A government official. Dr. 
Bailah Leight of the 
Ministry 0 f Gender and 
Women’s Affairs, was more 
cautious: ‘There is need for 
collaboration between those 
for and against mutilation^' 
to get a better understanding 
of the advantages and disad- 
vantages of "the (Bundo) 
Society’ — Gemini News. 
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In toughness, vulnerability, James 
Dean was cooler than even he knew 
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By Ted Anthony 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — They still go for it in high school. They try 
real hard try to look as if they’re not trying at all. They 
lean agamst lockers and hang out in shopping malls, jeans 
pegged, faces clouded with brooding looks, waiting for girls 
to come along. And the girls do. 

This is cool — an enduring, modem, youthful, collective- 
unconscious cool embodied in the attractiveness of alien- 
ation. the magnetism of vulnerability, the simmering sensu- 
ality of self-imposed isolation. 

Much of today’s cool came from one man — nne raoodv 
boy, really: James Dean. 

He was a man encumbered with the world’s weight and an 
overabundance of sex appeal, a poster boy for the tortured 
netherworld between child and adult. Eves deep, hair tou- 
sled, body brimming with emotion so obvious, yet so hid- 
den. 

That was James Dean: haunted antihero, sensitive male of 
. a pre-sensitive age. Tough when provoked, tender when 
.'encouraged. 

Forever adolescent — be it Jim Stark of Rebel Without A 
Cause. Cal Trask of East Of Eden or even Jett Rink of 
Giant, who was allowed to age but not grow into a man. 

Each character was running from something — each des- 
perate to take family, world, friend, loves, and pick them all 
apart with conflict and heartache, then somehow reassem- 
ble them into some newly chiseled sense of belonging. 

This weekend, 41 years after Dean died at the age of 24 in 
a car crash. Giant, for which he received a posthumous 
Academy Award nomination, is being rereleased to a world 
filled with people who may never have seen his movies but 
undoubtedly know of the actor who many believe never 
really knew himself. 

“I gotta know who I am. Dean's Cal Trask says. "I gotta 
know what I'm like." Today he is — like all good, prema- 
turely deceased icons from John F. Kennedy to Kurt Cobain 
— whatever his public warns. 

Dean remains fresh despite a limited oeuvre of bit parts, 
stage appearances, scattered television shows and, of 
course, three memorable starring roles in movies he made 
before death came at a rural California intersection. 

Why does he endure? In a word: Cool. The iconography 
of modem cool — white cool, at least — starts with James 
Dean. 

3 There was cool before him, but it was different — John 
' Wayne’s hold-on-there-pilgrim cowboy and soldier; 
Humphrey Bogart's haunted, cynical loner; Cary Grant’s 
suave bachelor. Yet when we summon archetypal male cool 
today, we think this: Young, remote, pained, handsome. 
Blue jeans, T-shirt, jacket, cigarette, dares and oneupmao- 
ship. 

Youth cool. Youth culture. James Dean arguably was 
father of it all. of greasers, of Elvis. And maybe even father 
of the -1950s’ juvenile delinquency obsession — something 
that proved to be a far wider epidemic of postwar youth dis- 
content that widened into the 1960s. 

“He was everything the 1950s wanted him to ber.Dayyi.' 
Crockett. Holden Caulfield. Jean-Paul Sartre, General 
Eisenhower, with a little Oscar Wilde and Jesus Christ 
thrown in.” Richard Martin, curator of the Costume 
Institute at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, wrote this 
month in out, a gay magazine. He calls dean “the gay man's 
Mona Lisa.” 

It was no accident that this image surfaced after World 
Warn. 

People were returning from battle and having families, 
and the beginning of the baby boom injected adolescence 
into the culture like never before — a process that contin- 
j ues unabated. 

Dean tapped into this, probably very consciously; many 
have said he crafted his public persona as painstakingly as 
his roles. 

“it is as if he knew,” Martin wrote, “That style is one of 
the few principles dial abide.” 

Did Dean's youth cool last because it was the first? 



James Dean 

Unlikely. 

You can make the argument that Marlon Brando invented 
this brand of cool. His definitive cool role. On The 
Waterfront, on the heels of A Streetcar Named Desire and 
the motorcycle anthem The Wild One, came out a year 
before Dean’s first movie. East Of Eden, some criticised 
Dean then, saying he emulated Brando’s style to the point 
of outright imitation. 

This assertion, though, fails on two accounts. First. 
Brando, more the mumbling rebel. lacked the raw sensitiv- 
ity and vulnerability that Dean most certainly had. 

Second. Dean lived fast, died young, left a good-looking 
corpse. 

Brando lived fast, grew old and became a corpulent paro- 
dy of himself, replacing the memory of strapping yourh 
with an image far less appealing. 


"Brando* lived too long,” says Steven Alford, a film critic 
and liberal arts professor at Nova Southeastern University 
in Florida. 

‘it's like Hendrix,” Alford says. “He was going to start 
playing with Miles Davis when be died. Following his own 
interests would have marginalised him. And had Janis 
Joplin lived, she would have been a fat sloppy drunk on 
stage. 

“I’m sure James Dean would have dooe the same thing. 
Or perhaps he would have had some kind of trajectory like 
Nick Nolle — the young, handsome athletic type who is not 
taken seriously but does more intriguing roles as he ages but 
still becomes a sort of middle-rank actor.” 

But he didn’t. And the work he left behind shows a sur- 
prising attempt to control not only the emotion of his films 
but their actual scenery. He crouched atop trains, frolicked 
id bean fields and climbed trellises in East Of Eden; raced 
“Chickje runs” and turned an empty mansion into a play- 
ground in Rebel Without A Cause; . obsessively paced his 
land and defiantly soaked up a powerful thunderstorm in 
Giant. 

It was as if he could ignore his tumultuous emotional 
landscape by controlling the physical one. But it never 
worked. 

Even in Giant, the epic film for the epic youth, he 
remained a boy. They put gray in his hair, thinn ed it, put a 
mustache on him and made him 50. But the rich, powerful 
and srudiously cool oil tycoon still ended up a drunk, cry- 
ing, vulnerable boy at what should have been his greatest 
moment. 

“In his portrayal of Jett Rink, Jimmy managed to incor- 
porate his essential persona: The outsider trying to live in a 
society that does not want him even when he mimics its 
behavior,” David Dalton wrote in his 1974 book James 
Dean: The Mutant King. 

Above even acceptance, though, the Dean spirit wanted 
love. In East Of Eden, Abra (Julie Harris) tells Adam Trask 
(Raymond Massey), the father who withholds craved affec- 
tion from Cal Trask (Dean): “You have to give him some 
sign that you love him or else he’ll never be a man.” 

James Dean — the James Dean we remember, whether 
that’s the real one or not — died before receiving that love. 
The public Dean persona died haunted, never belonging, 
never finding the acceptance he so wanted — and that fail- 
ure created the isolation necessary for calculated cool. 

He careened across the proscenium as be did through life 
— pushing, pulling, climbing, running and pouting his way 
to iconhood. He died before he could undermine himself, 
and in his death tricked us into believing that time can stop 
and myth can endure, frozen in memory's amber. 

TWo people, James the cool and Jimmy the vulnerable, 
both taken from the world too soon by the as-yet unex- 
pressed rock ‘n’ roll mantra of the youth culture they helped 
father: Better to bum out then to fade away. 

Death, it turned out, was one ingenious public relations 
move for James Dean. It created the lasting, empty-vessel 
idol of misguided adolescence that was — and remains — 
his greatest continuing performance. .. 


James Dean — a short but bright body of work 


James Dean starred in only three films in his brief 
career. Bui each made an impact, and each endured: 


East Of Eden (1955): Dean plays Cal Trask, the 
troubled son of Adam Trask and brother of the 
polished Aron Trask in this adaptation of John 
Steinbeck’s biblical allegory about a boy trying 
desperately to win his father’s love. This was 
Dean's debut to the world, and he played it with 
flair — slurring his words, skulking around, giv- 
ing life to the troubled-yootb persona. 

Rebel Without A Cause (1955): A day in the life of 
Jim Stark, tortured youth starting at a new school 


and trying to make new friends — including intro- 
verted loner Plato (Sal Mineo) and misguided 
teenage girl Judy (Natalie Wood). This film, more 
than anything, established Dean’s rebellious 
image. 


Giant (1956): Released after Dean’s death, this 



(Elizabeth Taylor) and clashes witi her husband 
(Rock Hudson) before striking oil on his small 

S arcel of land and becoming rich but never really 
appy. 


Film industry finally gets its antiquities together 
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By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Hard 
to believe, but even 
Hollywood's narcissism 
has its limits. Decade after 
decade, efforts to establish 
a film museum in the city 
most closely connected 
with the industry have 
flopped. 

Paris, meanwhile, is cel- 
ebrating the 60th anniver- 
sary of the respected La 
Cinematheque Francaise. 
_ New York saw the Ame- 
'rican Museum of the 
Moving Image founded in 
19S8. London has its own 
well -regarded institution^ 

But in the world’s movie 
capital, there’s been a sad 
parade of failed ventures, 
undone variously by rival- 
ry, inflated ambition, theft 
and, most oddly, by indus- 
try indifference to its rich 

past. 

Now, with help from 
government and business, 
Hollywood heritage is fi- 
nally getting a little 
respect 

The Hollywood Enter- 
tainment Museum plans an 
Oct 5 grand opening in a 
jazzy building in an app- 
ropriate part of Los 
Angeles; On Hollywood 
Boulevard, just down from 
Mann's Chinese Theatre 
and its famed cement. 

The museum, a tribute to 
fradio, TV and music as 
well as film, boasts sleek 
an deco Lines, splashy 
lavender colour and exhi- 
bits ranging from Cheers 
and Star “Trek sets to 
sophisticated video dis- 
plays on filmmaking. A 


job bank is planned, as are 
seminars. 

But the museum will 
have to fight for glamour, 
if not respectability, in a 
ragged neighbourhood. 

Cheap souvenir stores, 
walk of fame sidewalk 
stars and Frederick’s of 
Hollywood lingerie racks 
complete the scam tourist 
attractions. Transients, ad- 
dicts and prostitutes linger. 
And it’s not far from 
where Hugh Grant had his 
rendezvous with Divine 
Brown. 

Museum President 
Phyllis Caskey is unfazed. 
The facility's role, she 
says, is at once to educate 
the public about the indus- 
try and to help revitalise 
the neighbourhood it has 
joined. 

"We’re no longer in a 
world in which a museum 
is on the outskirts of town 
and sits there as this icon," 
she said. “I look at the 
museum as a community 
participant and a catalyst 
for other things.” 

So do others. That’s why 
the $10 million institution 
has received a hefty $2.5 
million from the City 
Community Redevelop- 
ment Agency, which is 
working to revitalise the 
area a few miles northwest 
of downtown. 

All told, officials esti- 
mate $100 million in puh- 
lie and private money is 
earmarked for dozens of 
new projects or expansions 
in this shabby slice of Los 
.Angeles long deserted by 
most of the studios. 

Among the film-related 
newcomers; Yet another 


The Hollywood Entertainment 
Museum plans an Oct. 5 grand open- 
ing in a jazzy building in an appro- 
priate part of Los Angeles: On 
Hollywood Boulevard;, just down 
from Mann’s Chinese Theatre and its 
famed cement 


movie museum and reno- 
vation of the landmark 
Egyptian Theatre as home 
of the American 
Cinematheque Society. 

It was the big picture that 
won support for the 
Hollywood Entertainment 
Museum, according to for- 
mer State Senator David 
Roberti. who represented 
Hollywood and began 
working on the project in 
1984. 

"Finally, the city of Los 
Angeles realised that 
development in Holly- 
wood wasn’t just one 
councilmanic district kind 
of thing," Mr. Roberti said. 
"The image of Hollywood, 
whether the city likes it or 
not is the image of Los 
Angeles. Something final- 
ly connected." 

For the city, perhaps. If 
the museum had depended 
solely on the largess of the 
industry it honours, it 
might have met the same 
fate as past attempts. 

"It’s happening in spite 
of them.” said actress 
Maijorie Lord Volk, a 
museum board member. 
‘Tve been shocked at how 
hard it’s been to get sup- 
port from people in the 


movie business.” 

Caskey agrees. “It was 
difficult for us. The very 
people we knew could 
make this museum happen 
almost by snapping their 
fingers were reluctant,” 
she said, referring to major 
studio executives. 

“No one argued that the 
ide3 wasn’t a good one, 
but it was, ‘let me know 
when you have it all lined 
up, and we’ll be there.'” 
she said. 

The record of failure was 
one reason for the reluc- 
tance. Smaller, narrowly 
focused museums have 
managed to spring to life, 
including Debbie Rey- 
nolds' Las Vegas Venture 
and Gene Autry's Western 
Heritage Museum in Los 
Angeles, which includes 
film memorabilia. 

But more ambitious 
efforts turned into fiascos 
that were colourful enough 
for, say, a Hollywood 
movie. 

In the early 1960s. one 
plan attracted a treasure- 
trove of donations, includ- 
ing Fred Astaire’s tap 
shoes, the white tuxedo 
worn by Marlene Dietrich 
in 1935 ’s The Devil Is. A 


Woman and an array of old 
filmmaking equipment. 

The campaign drew the 
support of big stars like 
Rosalind Russell and big 
cash donations, said film 
historian Marc Wanama- 
ker. 

But the price tag soared 
into the tens of millions of 
dollars, there were allega- 
tions of mismanagement 
and the project crumbled, 
he said. Much of the col- 
lection was loaned to 
schools and libraries; the 
rest met a s.orrier fate. 

Stored in an abandoned 
Los Angeles jail, the 
Dietrich tux and other 
items vanished and were 
presumed stolen. Water 
from burst pipes and dirt 
ruined others. 

In the 1980s, other 
enthusiasts tried. A relo- 
cated bam used to film 
Cecil B. De Mille’s The 
Squaw Man became home 
to the modest Hollywood 
Studio Museum, staffed by 
volunteers and giving a 
“wonderful view of the 
early days of filmmaking,” 
said Wanamaker. 

Its inability to draw 
enough tourists, opposi- 
tion to expansion and 
political strife within the 
museum’s support group 
doomed it. Wanamaker 
saidL 

All the while, symbols of 
Hollywood's past were 
being donated piecemeal 
to institutions such as the 
county's Natural History 
Museum, tossed away or 
auctioned off — remember 
Dorothy’s ruby slippers? 
— as studios changed 
hands or simply cleaned 


house. 

Warner Bros, did estab- 
lish its own museum. But 
Wanamaker finds the gen- 
eral disregard unsurpris- 
ing, especially in today’s 
highly corporate studio 
world. 

“The studios are too busy 
trying to make money,” he 
says. “A museum is not a 
priority. ... They feel that 
history is not a money- 
making thing.” 

(By contrast, on the 
broadcast side, CBS owner 
Wiliam Paley founded the 
Museum of Television and 
Radio in New York two 
decades ago and a match- 
ing $15 million west coast 
facility opened earlier this 
year.) 

Earl Lestz. president of 
the studio group at 
Paramount Pictures and 
museum board chairman, 
disagrees with 

Wanamaker s assessment. 
He cites a “great feeling 
among executives and 
employees alike that there 
is a great history.” 

“It’s amazing how many 
people, when they saw it 
(the museum) happening, 
jumped on board and did 
what they could to help us 
become a reality,” Lestz 
said. 

And possibly a success. 
Drawing from Holly- 
wood’s annual 9 million- 
plus tourists, the museum 
projects at least 500,000 
visitors the first year (at 

$7.50 for adults, $3 for 
children). 

“If you build it, they will 
come,” said an optimistic 
caskey. 


James Dean’s final 
film 40 years later 
— restored form 


By Bob Thomas 
The Associated Press 

LOS .ANGELES — The 
1956 epic Giant might 
be a half-remembered 
film classic except for 
one tragic happen- 
stance: James Dean was 
killed id a car crash 
when filming was 
almost completed. 

The Dean connection 
and his subsequent ele- 
vation to icon added to 
the movie's reputation. 
Now Warner Bros, is 
rereleasing a fully 
restored version for a 
40th anniversary cele- 
bration. 

Geoige Stevens direc- 
ted the adaptation of 
Edna Ferbers sprawl- 
ing novel about two 
generations of Texans, 
winning an Academy 
Award as best director 
of 1956. Giant drew 
nine other nominations, 
including best picture, 
best actor nods for 
Dean and Rock Hud- 
son, and a nomination 
for Mercedes McCam- 
bridge for supporting 
actress. The saga be- 
came Warner’s biggest 
moneymaker up to that 
time. 

Alas, Hollywood stu- 
dios are notorious for 
neglecting their .valu- 
able assets, and over the 
years Giant fell into dis- 
repair. 

‘'The original sound 
track was lost,” says 
George Stevens Jr., who 
worked with his father 
during filming and edit- 
ing, and now served as 
overseer for the film’s 
restoration in the past 
year. 
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brought Dean and the 
elder Stevens into an 
intense partnership. 

“This became more 
dramatic because 
Jimmy was to die three 
weeks later. He had to 
do that drunken scene at 
the banquet and he had 
difficulty with iL He 
asked dad if he could 
work on it. Dad and 
Jimmy spent two nights 
until midnight worl 
on that scene. 

“Jimmy was 23 trying 
to play a man in his 50s. - 
He asked dad to act out 
the scene. It was a fas- 
cinating collaboration 
between a young man 
and an older man. 

“Three weeks later, 
everyone was in the 
projection room; dad 
always invited the 
actors to see the dailies. 
He never allowed 
phone calls, but the 
phone rang. 

“Carroll Baker recalls 
the look on dad’s face. I 
was in the air force at 
the time, and she as- 
sumed that something 
had happened to me. 
But it was news that 
Jimmy bad collided his 
Porsche Spider with a 
truck up on the high- 
way.” 

Giant was Stevens 
Sr.'s first independent 
film after a career of 
working for the studios, 
starting at Hal Roach 
with Laurel and Hardy 
comedies and moving 
on to such features as 
Swing Time” (Astaire 
and Rogers), Gunga 
Din, Woman Of The 
Year (Tracy-Hepbum), 
The More The Merrier, 

I Remember Mama, A 


Place In The Sun and 
Shane. 

Finally independent 
of studio control, Ste- 
vens made all the major 
decisions for Giant. He 
tried something differ- 
ent in casting the leads. 

“This was a picture 
that spanned genera- 
tions, Stevens Jr. points 
out, “and you would 
usually get actors and 
‘age them down’ for the 
young parts of the pic- 
ture; the older parts are 
more to their age. 

“In this case, dad 
chose two 23-year-olds 
(Dean and Elizabeth 
Taylor) and a 28-year- 
old (Hudson). The film 
started at their actual 
ages, and they aged 
upward.” 

The reissued film. 
Stevens says, takes 
advantage of some 
recent technology. 

“In some respects, it 
improves on the origi- 
nal. When Giant was 
released, it was not in 
the Technicolor pro- 
cess. Except for the 
damaged portions, 
which are dupes, the 
fidelity of the picture is 
probably better than it 
ever was,” he says. 

“These nightmares of 
the ways films were 
treated for so long keep 
surfacing. 

“Fortunately, we were 
able to find a magnetic 
soundtrack that com- 
bined dialogue, music 
and effects instead of 
having them separated. 
That’s the baa news. 
The good news is that 
because of today’s digi- 
..tal; technology . . and a 
"brillia nt so und, mixer, j 
B ob^m, able 

to recres te^Sj sound 
track that is as good as 
the original, and in 
some respects has 
greater fidelity " 

The restoration team 
learned that Warner 
Bros, had made 400 
prints from the negative 
before making "separa- 
tions.” that’s the pro- 
cess of creating three 
separate negatives in 
the primary colours so 
die colour fidelity can 
be preserved forever. 

“There was some 
built-in damage to the 


negative,” explains Ste- 
vens, himself a director 
and producer. For 
years. Technicolor ope- 
rated what was called a 
dye-transfer, three-strip 
printing process. That 
was abandoned for 
economy reasons in 
1974; the last film in 
the process was The 
Godfather, Part II. 

Stevens had heard that 
Technicolor was plan- 
ning to resurrect the 
process. Ron Jarvis, 
president of Techni- 
color, agreed to make 
Giant the pilot project. 
New prints were made 
with the dye-transfer 
process. 

Unlike Lawrence Of 
Arabia, The Wild 
Bunch and other res- 
tored classics. Giant 
contains no added foo- 
tage that had been dis- 
carded in the editing 
process. 

“There would have 
been great rumblings 
from heaven if I were to 
mess with my father’s 
picture,” says Stevens. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

Initiative is doing the right thing without being told. 

— Victor Hugo, French writer (1802-1885). 

War is a contagion. 

— Franklin D. Roosevelt, VS. President (1882-1945). 

You may prove anything by figures. 

— Thomas Carlyle, Scottish writer (1795-1881). 

Better to wear out than rust out 

— Richard Cumberland, English philosopher 

( 1631 - 1718 ). 
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Probe will help protect Africa moves to slow 


* 


a million women 


By William Comet 

MORE THAN a million women worldwide could be 
prevented from developing cervical cancer each year 
thanks to a probe device being tested by gynaecologists 
at a London hospital. Further modifications to die probe 
should also make it ideal as a screening tool in devel- 
oping countries and, equally importantly, in the detec- 
tion of a range of other cancers in both men and 
women. 

Only the breast is more susceptible to cancer than the 
cervix, according to global research figures published 
by the International Journal of Cancer. However, a team 
of doctors led by Professor Albert Singer and Dr. Tim 
Mould at the Whittington Hospital in Archway, North 
London, are optimistic that the Polarprobe — - a pencil- 
shaped device developed in prototype form in the last 
few years — is close to fulfilling its promise radically 
to improve the current screening process with dramatic 
results. 

Poor screening 

“Each year at least 600,000 women are known to 
develop cervical cancer and about three-quarters of 
these are in developing countries where screening tech- 
niques are often poor,” says Dr. Mould. An estimated 
500.000 women with the disease are thought to go 
undetected each year. 

To minimise fatalities, doctors need to catch the dis- 
ease before it has become invasive and ideally in its 
early, pre-cancerous state, when the first stage of cell 
abnormality occurs. With the new system, instead of 
taking smears — a process which is good but far from 
foolproof and is often impractical in many countries 
because of a lack of laboratories and other key facilities 
— doctors pass a probe over the cervix and the device 
emits beams of both light and low-voltage electricity. 

Instant diagnosis 

The resulting pattern of signals emitted, by the cervi- 
cal cells is then analysed by a specially modified lap- 
top computer to provide an instant basic diagnosis. The 
computer stores a catalogue of normal and abnormal 
cell profiles against which the probe's data is com- 
pared. Either the cells are normal or there is an abnor- 
mality which requires closer examination by a hospital 
gynaecologist using a special microscope — the fool- 
proof. diagnostic colposcope. 

The probe's components include light-emitting 
diodes and electrical components to generate the beam 
and voltage which are transported to the tip of the probe 
by fibre optics. A photo-electric diode converts the 
emissions from the cell back into an electrical signal. 
Initial tests using the probe have been very impressive 
with a detection rate exceeding 90 per cent and the 
Whittington team believes that the probe will prove far 
more accurate and sensitive than the smear. 

They are also confident that a small disposable ver- 
sion of the probe will be available within five years 
because much of the necessary technology is already 


available. The device, costing perhaps just £14 and the 
size of a .small torch, may incorporate a meter or a red 
light to provide a simple instant diagnosis of a patient's 
condition overcoming some of the key problems asso- 
ciated with existing screening methods. 

The cervical smear, the mostly widely used and most 
established technique, is insufficiently sensitive to 
detect all abnormalities. And even if its sensitivity is 
enhanced it increasingly fails to distinguish between 
important dangerous cells and those abnormalities 
whuch are perhaps due to a minor inflammation and 
therefore pose a negligible risk. 

Draining resources 

As a consequence of this lack of specificity, many 
thousands (and, in countries like the United States, 
even millions) of women are unnecessarily referred to 
hospitals for examination by colposcope, draining 
scarce resources. This also increases psychologically 
related problems for patients, such as a loss of libido. 

Even though the cancer can have an incubation peri- 
od of several years — often up to 10 years in its pre- 
cancerous state — doctors still urge women to have 
repeat smears at regular intervals to minimise risks, 
including the possibility of any false screening results. 
The new technique not only sidesteps these problems, it 
also has significant other advantages. 

Deeper malignancies 

The seven-inch probe's active components can 
already be shrunk to the size of a hybrid microchip 
smaller than the size of a fingernail. If the wave forms 
of light and the electric stimulation to cells provided by 
the probe's emissions can be modified, then, says 
Professor Singer, “it has the potential to be used in sices 
where deeper malignancies occur such as breast and 
prostate." 

The chip technology should allow the probe to be 
used in endoscopes. “You could even envisage the tech- 
nology being put into a device that can be swallowed/' 
he adds. "But the ‘workbench’ for the research has to be 
the cervix because it's easily accessible and its the only 
internal organ where we can study, at ease, the pre-can- 
cer stages. There is no other internal organ that allows 
us to do that/' 

Apart from the probe’s instantaneous readout and 
diagnosis, the other main advantage is its potential for i 
being simplified and therefore being used in the Third 
World, says Professor Singer. 

He believes that the smear is too complicated for the 
Third World, because “there are too many links” in the 
process. “If you really want to get into the depths of the 
Third World where the invasive cancers are, then you 
will need a very simple device. The probe offers the 
potential for such a device" — LPS Feature. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


THE GAME OF THE NAME 
By Dorothy B- Martin 


1 SparWi point!, 

5 Bote « Barba 
9 Oamral 

14 Form 

18 Ardor 

19 M» Turner of 
►Wvwxw 

20 EagWa oral 
SI Utopian 

3! Truvrt Singer 
Don? 

M Gran for Sharon’ 
27 ki a Vrta 
marvipr 

SB Dronm amUy 

30 Fortune 
for»*e« 

31 Twim — - 

32 UibO" general 

33 P*» — mod* 

3J P»me toy tor 

•vonny" 

DOWN 

1 Morning n«lin 

2 Pubdnota 

3 Endira 

* Dwembn. “ n 

mec* 

5 Power numra 

G T4id noblity 
7 Acror&nfWi 

6 School **er 
9 CnaDongod 

10 Mend «hoec, » a 

way 

it MorarorGrav 

12 Viera 
i? Onserve 

M Wdwrworti 

material 

15 Thanfcj — > 
ifl ilia nd Off 

Sound 
IT Ban*. 

S3 FtrtllVkn 
Kang* 


39 Summer cooler lor 
Jad.7 
as VWdm 

46 Summarize, bdety 
47Mddw 
«8 Barbara — 
OeodM 

4* Singer Vidd 

50 SwveOanea 
nwm 

51 Croc 
93 Qneped 
6* Harraw 

55 Horned song 
SGTra — 

57 Strainer 

58 Vend used 
mertnandM 

60 Caravansary 

81 PemOv membor 

S3 P a m p edng Me 


24 'Carmen' and 
-Ada' 

36 Drawing room 
2fl Grate 

32 Centered 
*aaro« 

33 Cuotd 

34 Cor Irani. rtem 

35 W along — 

(staled) 

36 Greene Ol 

*8008/1X4* 

37 Author of 'Annul 
Perm* 

38 Sweet cnerry 

40 Involve 

41 Pasture sound 

42 Red as — 

43 Dig 

44 Senior 

SO Parcel ort 
S< En — vtonemg 
terml 


BB Part ole sonnei 
TO Uneod 
71 Sboewdff 
thong* 

75 Anemmc 

76 Moca — 

77 Spy Mala — 

70 Orgoream 

modAadby 

OfKiO* inwfH 

81 S-riaertirar 

82 Coasane 
84 Panama or 

Suez 

89 Son of Jacob 
SO Alphabet nei 

87 Peevah 

88 Camedeme 
Reids 

89 Autnar Amder 

90 Bridal bn lor Me. 
Lange’ 


82 "When lm-,1 
eorved... 

53 Towel fcmignla 
66 Sim — 

57 Poalar 
59 Lngueuc irate: 
luff. 

80 Oatmeal cake 
61 Stowpehe 

63 ToH 

64 BtigoAisv 

89 Joroan'i netfi b or 
68 Stow 

87 Mueedeoeby 
SB Pancake topping 
89 GaUgaogei 

72 Audwrtzlng 

73 B«er 
7a Cedi — 

77 Onewttodatoxs 

78 nradya 

80 GamMrgouoM 
82 London (Mina 


93 School central hx 
Tod? 

96 Thai language 

97 towacourtv 
89 Sodden Lot 
100 *£rtt. pursued by 

— "(Sneknooam) 
103 Charm 
105 Pyynaton c 

lOOMdMtatsmger 
Osmond? 
ill Fto-erstor 
RaMr7 
iia Oeeaneka 
115 Frendimrer 

117 "Peter Pan* dog 

118 Beany ton 

119 AOiaaa Sftercn 

120 — andcraffs 

121 Small maud 


83 Color 

84 DudKeted 
97 Frlgtaenra 
68 Dram 

91 African entatopes 

82 Eaglets weapons 

94 Lounger* 

95 Actress Patriae 

88 The— of 

Hazxanr 

100 JewWtROTBt 

101 Ti r ae rsn e one 

102 Author Bagnotd 

103 Seed coal 

104 Forte* 

105 Growl 

106 Mlneenbanoa 

107 Of tne deem 

108 '-Karedne* 
no Caetm 

112 Esctamdond 
btuma>< 

113 Occuoedacnab 



Diagramlcss. 17x17 
By Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Mart — 

5 SiVot wan 
aoBrnahm 
heal 

3 Unfscn arable 

woman 

10 Presem 
■ ' Une» po rt ed 
wriWr 

13 TVs SMynr 

14 Takea an obbaus 
come 

DOWN 

1 tAMoMdruxe 
7 Lament! 

3 BadnCtrtt 

4 Raced 

5 Garment 

6 Bnnymp 

7 Sen owe 

8 Unwanted 

cum 

9 Escapes 
n Charts in 
12 Lease 


15 Postponed 

17 EyeW praotem- 

nr 

18 Tidy 

19 Men on we 
boai 

20 Seoae 
23 X«x*is' 

hero 
:a Often 
25 Boob lube 
29 Erorveen 


<3 Coaegehsad 

14 Pulamsvlor 
liAmura 

IB ProlndonBl 
charg e 

17 Cal. begone; 

20 wearier «mm 

21 Dlrtkoy 

22 Fnhypiacm 
24 r*d 

26 A Gabor 

27 Food scrap 


33 Thnepenod 

34 Govt ffwprtinp 
IP 

36 Convert bin 
leaner 

37 5peet8ed 

40 TortflOICh 

41 Uet Gardner 

42 Moved about 
quedy 


26 Myrnotagtcal 
fry inch 

29 Reap 

30 L p»L 

31 Held 

34 Source o» supply 

35 Apply 

38 Edgar Alton— 

39 Sooal 


45 Mob 
cMuftaAco 

46 Eb0 

47 PoureUe 

48 SuUeh 
52 Beige 

54 Swarming 

95 Gone (o bed 

£?adi 

SB Eagle'! ned 
59 Pifcfur 
80 The* 


43 PcmCDHl 

44 FgMdnwi 
a5 8WW%how 

48 Teeter 

46 Rnoonel 

49 Faim tnrternerC 

50 Occupehon 

51 Eiffeyaboah 

52 RepKUto 

53 Eaamneto 
decorbu 

66 God gadget 
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Loll Waok'e Crypltffraoi 

1. Evolnlioa, although slower, has wort out over revolution in 
the long run. 

2. Hiker in desert takes instant photograph! of a beautiful 
mirage, but at aunnet all the Imacea disappear. 

8. Prison chnln gang folon placed hie sledge on rigid edge of 
ledge. 

A. Game gourmet lurna to blaad quiche and dry *ha«b kebnh. 
Quite cold turkey. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. LTQSSD AUB BQJ X A PM YJKA TPM KQRTQJK 

JVXCKi 1 0 QJH ATHPTM CYW BHRQU BQYJ 
HTMC: KYJD LTQSM. -ByKerlWand 

2. RID XICS ST XIEEIB IIALT EICCLE 81 OK 
ASK RIDDLE DIDRIET DIDDLE. — By Ed Roridlram 

3. NOHL NUPBLAN TOKT 08 SUDAT LOT UMH 

BUK 8 E NIP LOT CAPRA MOPA. f E E N 

G UNVAN TUKT LA LVB V POttDJP MODA 
8LUS SEE. — By K.C. Doyip 

4. KC8KIP LCTG VU KC PTC EV8H SR XPIRT 

LCRGPSCK XNCR SROUB NGKUGP EXSIIANGY 
EXCHANGE. — Br FnmU N. Sfnin 


the spread of AIDS 

New U.N. body to support Africa’s 
community-based efforts to battle HIV 


By Margaret A. No vicki public health threat may 

economic impact, focus 

AFRICA IS a “forerunner” in proving one of the main the disease and its ireatn 
lessons of the past decade's fight against AIDS (acquired struetive approach wh 
immune deficiency syndrome) — that “prevention can already in crisis and hea 
work.” And it is also at the forefront of positive responses than S10 per capita per ) 
to the epidemic, with a network of community-based and ic's costs, 
non-governmental organisations which have actively The most effective line 
“taken on this disease," says Dr. Peter Piot, executive direc- community level: First 
tor of the recently created Joint United Nations Programme then “to strengthen the 1 
on AIDS (UNAIDS), which is based in Geneva. vention." The pioneer 

“What we are starting to see now is really a slowing of the Support Organisation (T. 
spread of HIV (the human immunodeficiency virus) which as a model for many ot 
causes AIDS in several (African) countries," said Dr. Piot, continent. With its them 
a Belgian physician and microbiologist who has worked on TASO offers counselling 
AIDS for over a decade, citing Uganda and Zimbabwe as and AIDS and their fami 
examples. In Zimbabwe, he noted, there is a decline in the programmes which prow 
incidence of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) which mation, medical care am 
fuel the epidemic, as well as a “very high increase in con- 
dom use.” There has also been limited success in contain- Other Al 

ing the virus' spread wi thin smaller communities — “from 

sex workers in Kinshasa. Zaire, to the workplace in Zambia But there are also ms 
for instance." Dr. Piot explained. under way around the cc 

While only preliminary, these positive indicators are socio-economic impact 
nonetheless good news for the continent that has been the support where goveranu 
hardest hit so far by the AIDS epidemic. Africa is home to so. Among them are: 

13 million adults living with HTV, or 65 per cent of the — The Women an 
world’s total, according to latest estimates from UNAIDS. Zimbabwe, which condu 
Of the 7,500 new infections that occur daily worldwide, 50 how HIV affects women 
per cent are in sub-Saharan Africa. — the Salvation Army 

Women bear a particularly harsh burden. Close to eight which links home-based 
milli on sub-Saharan women are HTV-positive — out of 10 grammes: 
million women infected worldwide — and have transmitted — St. Martin's Clinic 
the virus to as many as one million children in the womb, launched income-genera 
during childbirth, or through breast-feeding. women with options otb< 

The experience of the last 10 years, said Dr. Piot, has — David Whitehead 
shown that controlling the epidemic involves much more Fanners* Union in Zimt 
than promoting condoms or safer sex. “You also need to based AIDS information 
provide an environment that is enabling people to make use — WAMATA in Tam 

of these preventive measures, to make sure the options are community care for child 
there. What are the options for poor women in particular to ents to AIDS and prov 
say no to unwanted sex?", he asked. affected by HIV and AIT 

Indeed, the complexity of the issues surrounding HTV and — Undugu Society in 
AIDS is only beginning to be understood. The first step has education and care for st 
been reaching a consensus and raising awareness that AIDS — the Phil ly Lutaaya Ii 
is more than a health problem, but also a development ages people with HIV to 
problem, and perhaps nowhere more so than in Africa, and minimise stigma and 
Many of the “driving forces” of the epidemic. Dr. Piot Central to any effective 
explained, have to do with “deeply rooted societal and cul- Piot. are two core eleraer 
rural factors" such as the status of women, poverty and jonment which protects 
migration. ' living with IffV and AID 

£ Africa, the spread of HIV has followed population involving people living 
movements, often fuelled by poverty and lack of economic awareness, in policy disc 
prospects, as well as by wars and instability. HIV also finds rights. Africa has made f 
fertile ground where issues of poverty, gender and power- ing continent-wide nerwc 
lessness intersect Due to their subordinate socio-economic UN AIDS actively seek 

status, women may have difficulty exerting control over organisations in its work, 
their sexual lives. They may also lack information about persons on its governioj 
HTV prevention and access to affordable health care, par- Health Organisation's 
ticularly for the treatment of STDs, which, along with other UN AIDS became operai 
conditions such as infibulation and genital scarification, encompasses the AID 
increase susceptibility to HIV. Development Programm« 

Striking men and women primarily in their most produc- U.N. Population Fund, th 
tive years, AIDS affects critical sectors of the workforce. Cultural Organisation, an 
both urban and rural, and ultimately impacts on overall eco- to facilitate “joint planni 
nomic performance. The epidemic’s indirect costs — the AIDS epidemic so that w< 
value of lost economic output through morbidity and early increase our support to th 
death — are difficult to measure, but nonetheless substan- Donors and some of the 
tial. Dr. Piot cited case studies of countries which may lose Uganda and Thailand, wh 
1 0- 15 per cent of their teachers to AIDS. overlap in AIDS program 

There are direct costs as well, which are mainly health- at UN AIDS as “a more e 
related. By the year 2000, the World Bank estimates that the U.N. system, an expe 
costs of care for people living with HIV and AIDS in Africa said. UN AIDS will act as 
will double, rising to $347 mn per year. But the heaviest aging support not only frt 
socio-economic impact falls “on individuals and house- partners outside the U.N. ; 
holds which are on the verge of poverty." according to Dr. the development of “besi 
Piot, because the disease attacks the breadwinners — those the collective experiences 
responsible for the care and support of children, the elder- determine what have beei 
ly and other members of the extended family. to the epidemic. 

While virtually every African country now has a national Africa will be a focal 
AIDS programme, there is still a “heavy stigma" attached “because of the stage of ii 
to the disease at the official level. Dr. Piot pointed out. This rience that is there — we \ 
is manifested in a continued denial of the severity of the a lot of what we can dc 
epidemic’s impact and a lack of commitment to address it Africa — and because of 
by some government leaders. ranee in many African coi 

Even those who have acknowledged the gravity of the commitment we have" 

Taking drugs for common 
pain may do harm expert observation test 


public health threat may ignore the epidemic's wider socio- 
economic impact, focusing only on the clinical aspect of 
the disease and its treatment. This is not a particularly con- 
structive approach when Africa's health systems are 
already in crisis and health budgets, in some cases no more 
than $10 per capita per year, cannot cope with the epidem- 
ic's costs. 

The most effective line of response, said Dr. Plot, is at the 
community level: First "to make .AIDS more visible" and 
then “to strengthen the link between care, support and pre- 
vention." The pioneer ot this approach is The AIDS 
Support Organisation (TASO) in Uganda, which has served 
as a model for many other such organisations around the * 
continent. With its theme of “Positive Living with AIDS ” w 
TASO offers counselling and training to people with HIV 
and AIDS and their families as well as community outreach 
programmes which provide thousands of people with infor- 
mation, medical care and material support. 

Other African initiatives 

But there are also many other lesser-known initiatives 
under way around the continent which seek to mitigate the 
socio-economic impact of HIV and AIDS and to provide 
support where governments are unable or unwilling to do 
so. Among them are: 

— The Women and AIDS Support Network in 
Zimbabwe, which conducts informational campaigns about 
how HIV affects women: 

— the Salvation Army Hospital in Chikankara. Zambia, 
which links home-based care to community prevention pro- 
grammes: 

— St. Martin's Clinic in Agomanya, Ghana, which has 
launched income-generating activities in order to provide 
women with options other than commercial sex work; 

— David Whitehead Textile and the Commercial 

Farmers* Union in Zimbabwe, which conduct workplace- 
based AIDS information and education programmes; - 

— WAMATA in Tanzania, which helps to strengthen P 
community care for children who have lost one or both par- 
ents to AIDS and provides material support to families 
affected by HIV and AIDS: 

— Undugu Society in Kenya, which undertakes AIDS 
education and care for street children: and 

— the Philly Lutaaya Initiative in Uganda, which encour- 
ages people with HIV to go public, educate the community 
and minimise stigma and discrimination. 

Central to any effective response to the epidemic, said Dr. 
Piot. are two core elements. One is a legal and ethifcal envi- 
ronment which protects nnd supports the rights of people 
living with HIV and AIDS. The'sttond is’a commitment to 
involving people living with HIV and AIDS in raising 
awareness, in policy discussions, and in lobbying for their 
rights. Africa has made progress in these areas by launch- 
ing continent-wide networks. 

LfNAIDS actively seeks to involve such individuals and 
organisations in its work, and has at least two HTV-positive 
persons on its governing board. Superseding the World 
Health Organisation's Global Programme on AIDS, 

UN AIDS became operational in January 1996 and also 
encompasses the AIDS programmes of the U.N. 
Development Programme, the U.N. Children's Fund, the — 
U.N. Population Fund, the U.N. Educational Scientific and ^ 
Cultural Organisation, and the World Bank. It was devised 
to facilitate “joint planning for the U.N. response to the 
AIDS epidemic so that we speak with one voice and we can 
increase our support to the countries." said Dr. Piot. 

Donors and some of the most affected countries,, such as 
Uganda and Thailand, which had been critical of perceived 
overlap in AIDS programmes in the past, are now looking 
at UN AIDS as “a more efficient and effective response of 
the U.N. system, an experiment in coordination/' Dr. Piot 
said. UN AIDS will act as a mobiliser. he explained, lever- 
aging support not only from the co-sponsors, but also from 
partners outside the U.N. system. It will also concentrate on 
the development of “best practices" — bringing together 
the collective experiences of the co-sponsoring agencies to 
determine what have been the most successful approaches 
to the epidemic. 

^ Africa will be a focal point for UNAIDS programmes 
“because of the stage of its epidemic, because of the expe- 
rience that is there — we will make it clear to the world that 
a lot of what we can do about 'AIDS was developed in 
Africa — and because of a greater need for external assis- 
tance in many African countries.” Dr. Piot said. “There is a 
commitment we have" — Africa Recovery. 


ANSWERS 


SAN FRANCISCO (R.) — Taking medication for life's 
more common aches and pains often does more harm than 
good, an expert in pain management said Sunday. 

“You do not want to risk your life treating minor symp- 
toms.” James Fries, professor of medicine at California’s 
Stanford University, said at the American Medical 
Association's science reporters' conference. 

Pain medication is taken for minor musculoskeletal prob- 
lems more frequently than for anything else. Dr. Fries said. 

One example is non-steroidal anti-inflammatOTy drugs, 
or NS AIDs, taken by millions of Americans each day to 
relieve arthritis or muscular pain. Abdominal pain is a 
common side effect of NS AIDs. which cause one-third of 
bleeding ulcers. Dr. Fries said. 

"By taking a short terra view of pain, one actually 
increases lifetime pain.” Dr. Fries said. 

In addition, many NS AID users also take antacids to sup- 
press the side effects of the drug, but end up masking the 
very symptoms that would point to a bleeding ulcer. 

“An excessive concern with pain relief gave us an epi- 
demic of 10,000 to 20,000 deaths from bleeding ulcers 
each year, and hospitalisations from the same condition for 
another 100,000 to 200,000,” Dr. Fries said. 

Dr. Fries said pain is an important defence mechanism 
that tells people to remove their hand from a hot stove. 

He said recent studies suggest that low back pain 
responds best when you do nothing. Pain relievers allow 
muscles to relax, preventing back spasms that hold the 
spine immobile and prevent reinjury. 

People are often disappointed when their doctor tells 
them to simply take an Aspirin instead of “heavy-duty pain 
relievers,” Dr. Fries said. 

“We would like educated patients comfortable with their 
physician when he says to take acetaminophen, rather than 
the strong, dangerous stuff,” he said. 


}■ The bus-driver is on the wrong side of the bus. 
(According to the British traffic laws). 

2. Brittania is the wrong way round. 

3. A big, heavy man is unlikely to stand on the edge of 
ice where a boy has fallen in. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 
I - A dromedary. 

V A sUvery-grey alloy of tin and lead. 

Australia. 00 "' A ° r half ' domesl5 cated, dog of 

in^KS?!f n: A species of ? caJ y abater that rolls up 
mto a bal! for protection, in the same way as a hedgehog. 

3. Through its tongue. * * 

4. From the French “dent de lion.” referring tn the 

toothed edges of the leaves. ■ ® 

* * * *. 

PUZZLES 

(A) BEFORE CROSSING ROADS 

Look right. 

Look left. 

Look right again. 

* * * * 

d/e B " ord in 
a hit is a blow, and ,o blowj^uV ateithersld£: 
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j ‘Preservation through appreciation, awareness and historical 

knowledge’ is the message of artist Khammash 


By Mahmoud L Mufti 

The school bell strikes and 
the adolescent pre-Tawjihi 
students typically .scramble 
out of the school gates to 
die nearest alley to light up 
their cigarettes and revel in 
recounting the near-debili- 
tating pranks they had man- 
aged to inflict upon their 
wretched physics teacher 
that day. Before splitting up 
into smaller groups to go 
home, they engage in small 
talk, telling each other of 
the. basketball gam e they 
would be going to later that 
afternoon, the videos they 
.. had rented out the day 
before. 

Characteristically, a 
smaller, quieter group of 
students also hurriedly — 
though not rowdily — 
makes its way out of the 
school gates. They are hard- 
ly noticed; these are the 
unfashionably conscien- 
tious students, known as 
“nerds” to their basketball 
and skateboard-loving col- 
leagues. They do not talk 
often about sports, girls, the 
latest Kawasaki motorcy- 
cles, but about membership 
cards at the British Council 
library and the TOEFL reg- 
istration dates at the 
Amideast In the absence of 
such exhilarating and 
enthralling topics, they sim- 
ply discuss next week’s 
exam. 

The above categories usu- 
ally cover most types of 
students. Well, not quite. A 
lone student, Ammar 
Khammash, makes his way 
out of the Terra Sancta 
School gates, alone, and 
walks several hundred 
metres away from the 
school premises to the Jabal 
Weibdeh “service taxi” line. 
There, he awaits one of 
many Mercedes Benzs, 
model “190,” that had their 
heyday in the time of Mus- 
solini Eventually. he 
arrives to the Abdali bus 
terminal and boards the 
Ajloun-bouod bus. His 
intended destination is the 
tiny rural village of Kufran- 
ja. What’s more, Ammar 
has to be back home before 
sunset, for the season is that 
i of Ramadan, and failing to 
join his family for the tradi- 
tional breaking of the day’s 
fast is unthinkable. And all 
the more so given that they 
know nothing of his excur- 
sion into the northern hin- 
ted and 

Unperturbed, be perse- 
veres in his jooraey, his sin- 
gular goal fully intact and 
focused Even the charm- 


ingly -■ festive Arabic 
“Dirbakkeh” percussion 
ensembles, so often part of 
long bus journeys in Jor- 
dan, fail to scatter his focus. 
And so the bus — * under the 
Almighty’s ever-watchful 
eye — meanders through 
Ajloim’s often unban is te red 

windy mountain trails until 
the driver, judiciously 
applying his breaks a 
healthy 75 metres before 
his intended stopping point, 
cajoles his Toyota Coaster 
ous to a final halt. “Kufran- 
jan, Kufranjah he hollers. 
This is where the teenage 
Ammar of the I970’s gets 
off and commences his mis- 
sion. 

The stone bouses rakishly 
perched atop the village’s 
steep slopes pockmarked 
with olive groves, prove 
irresistible to the young 
artist. In the confines of 
barely two hours before the 
dash back to Amman. 
Ammar walks and reflects 
in the village's convolution 
of alleyways and stairs. 
Stone as old as time sur- 
rounds him. People's faces 
are mostly healthy looking 
and broadly smiting. The 
aesthetic obscenity normal- 
ly associated with, and gen- 
erated by urban concrete 
structures is near absent in 
the pristine hamlet’s archi- 
tecture. The young explorer 
is mesmerised This is not 
his first trip of this sort, but 
it is one of the more deci- 
sive ones in a long series of 
trips and expeditions 
which, though the years, 
have contributed to his 
deepening love and concern 
for the traditional way of 
life, village architecture 
and inevitably, the environ- 
ment. His love for these 
elements can be seen in the 
thoroughness of his docu- 
mentary activities, his art 
and the many renovations 
he has come to be so well- 
known for ... art forms in 
themselves. His overall 
theme can be encapsulated 
in the phrase “preservation 
through appreciation, 
awareness and historical 
knowledge.” 

One can still visit Kufran- 
ja today, some 15-20 years 
hence. The bus ride there 
now takes place along 
super-wide highways that 
undoubtedly shuttle people 
back and forth very effi- 
ciently, hut scar the once 
magnificent and ruggedly- 
beautiful landscape along 
the way. However, today’s 
Kufranja is hideously 
bedecked with the tackiest 
structures that liquid con- 



Houses of the village of Samad — overlapping structures 


crete and scaffolding can 
conspire to erecr. Pristine, it 
no longer is. Once serenely 
rural, ‘ it is now 'jarringly 
urbanised in a manner rem- 
iniscent of Amman down- 
town’s Ras Al-Ein area ... 
albeit, an abridged version 
thereof. 

Sadly, this is also the case 
with numerous other vil- 
lages; in every instance 
when such villages need to 
house more people, carve 
more streets, open more 
shops, the end result is the 
consistent erosion of the 
rural or countryside nature 
of the setting, and the influx 
of constructional features 
that are virtually identical 
to those of large cities and 
suburbia. Any countryside 
Jordan still has left is con- 
sequently purely accidental 
since there seem to be very 
little state-instituted and 


enforced laws designed to 
preserve the unique charac- 
ter of the countryside. 
Whenever' a ' conscious 
attempt is made, the end 
result is usually extremely 
tacky and distasteful. 

Ammar Khammash’s cur- 
rent photography exhibition 
at Darat A1 Funun docu- 
ments the changes over the 
years, along with this tragic 
trend of erosion, and in a 
significant number of cases, 
annihilation altogether. The 
medium here is photogra- 
phy; the message construed 
by the visitor is “Wake up 
Jordan. Do not take your 
countryside, its architecture 
and traditional heritage for 
granted. They are not ever- 
lasting.” The medium thus 
fuses with the message and 
becomes one. The pho- 
tographs are beautiful when 
viewed in isolation, but 


painful to behold when con- 
sidered contextually, for 
they tell a tale of a reality 
■that is slippingtus by. ... 

The crisis of our ethno- 
cultural identity, that has 
afflicted the region for the 
best part of this century 
(and even before), is 
strongly evident and mani- 
fest in many citizens’ belit- 
rlement of anything Arabic 
and local. Charmingly rus- 
tic villages that withstood 
centuries of time and the 
elements, that augmented 
and respected nature, are 
callously being knocked 
down to make way to a 
multitude of concrete, 
depot-looking structures, 
masquerading as village 
homes and public build- 
ings. 

It has often been said that 
the medium is the message. 
This has almost become a 


cliche in the realm of the 
social as well as the empiri- 
cal- sciences, where. , the 
'"delivery mechanism of any 
such a message is deemed 
almost as important as the 
message itself. Delivered 
correcdy, a particular mes- 
sage — whether that of a 
scientist, philosopher or 
artist — can pluck a cre- 
ative cord in the recipient or 
beholder and capture 
his/her imagination and 
intellectual sensibilities. 

So what happens when a 
given medium is able to 
evoke more than one mes- 
sage and engage more than 
one area in the perceiver’s 
lobes? Is confusion the 
result? Perhaps the answer 
can more easily be arrived 
at if we remove one of the 
variables in this conjectural 
equation, thereby limiting 
the extent of the hypotheti- 


cal. Let us assume that the 
medium here is a visual 
stimulation like, say, pho- 
tography. The-human mind, 
abounding with complexity, 
would most probably cate- 
gorise its responses to such 
a (visual) stimulation into 
two basic areas; the actuali- 
ty and the inference .... the 
latter usually requiring a 
more conscious, probing 
attitude than that required 
by the first 

Ammar Khammash’s 
photography exhibition of 
Jordanian village architec- 
ture resonates with this very 
important duality of stimu- 
lation and message, albeit 
through a single medium. 
This medium is still life, 
captured on paper along 
with its wealth of rural 
images, while the message 
— rather, appeal — is 


stronger still. The appeal is 
made to fellow countrymen 
and women, in public life 
as well as private, to halt 
the cultural erosion that' is 
taking place. 

The works, depicting 
indoor and outdoor archi- 
tectural features of a hand- 
ful of villages spanning the 
north-south axis of Jordan, 
as well as the rural/environ- 
mental dimension, bespeak 
a dedicated environmental- 
ist’s stand on the part of the 
artist in the broadest sense 
of the word; an artist whose 
conception of conservation 
runs congruent with the 
phenomena of cultural and 
architectural preservation 
through collective appreci- 
ation. 

The exhibit is part of the 
Summer Exposition 96 at 
Darat A1 Funun, and runs 
till October 8. 


Text of Clinton’s statement 


Arafat, Netanyahu agree to discuss 
Hebron but little else 


(Continued from page 1) 

co-face meetings Rime Min- 
ister Netanyahu and Chair- 
man Arafat have had here 
will help to build trust 
between them and promote 
progress on the issues that 
still divide them. 

“The prime minister and 
the chairman agree that they 
are partners in peace, under- 
; stand that it is vital to take 
each other — take into 
account each other's needs 
and concerns, and realise the 
importance of removing the 
frictions between them. 

“Second, the prime minis- 
ter and Chairman Arafat have 
reco mmi tted themselves to a 
nonviolent future* to 
renouncing violence in the 
resolution of their disputes. 

“Third, they are ready to 
renew and intensify negotia- 
tions on implementing the 
interim agreement, with 
Hebron as the first priority. 
They are committed to 
engaging immediately in 
tfllks and to achieving tangi- 
ble progress quickly. 

‘To assist them in this 
effort, I am sending Dennis 
Ross, our special Middle 
East coordinator, to the 
region now. The very first 
meeting will take place on 
£'**;,* * Sunday morning at Erez- 

They want to resolve the 
problem of Israeli redeploy- 
ment from Hebron, and they 
want to achieve this as soon 
as possible. I might point out 
that these talks will be 
occurring continuously, and 
these will be the first contin- 



uous peace talks that have 
been held since the prime 
minister assumed office, 
with the Palestinians. 

“Finally, the leaders also 
understand the need to make 
arrangements between their 
security forces so that coop- 
eration is more reliable and 
the situation ou the ground is 
stabilised. They are prepared 
to do what is needed to 
achieve that* as well. 

“All of us should put die 
meetings that we have bad 
over the last two days into 
the proper perspective. The 
peace process did not start 
today, and it will not be fin- 
ished tomorrow. For three 
years now, the Israelis and 
the Palestinians have been 
moving forward along the 
path to a lasting peace. 

‘"Every step is hard. It 
requires both sides to make 
difficult decisions and to 
keep their eyes fixed on the 
prize of lasting peace. But 
the progress they have made 
is proof ro the world that 
progress is possible and 
peace is possible. Both sides 
lmow there is no turning 
back. Just as there could be 
no peace without security, 
there can be no true security 
without peace. 

“I believe Prime Minister 
Netanyahu dud Chairman 
Arafat understand the choice 
they face every day. It is the 
choice between cooperation 
and conflict, between 
progress and regression, 
between hope and fear. The 
Israeli and Palestinian people 
have chosen to strive for 


cooperation, progress, and 
hope. Now it falls to their 
leaders to guide them toward 
those goals to help them stay 
true to their choice and ulti- 
mately to succeed. 

“In this effort we are all 
profoundly privileged to 
have a partner in King Hus- 
sein. He has shown the world 
equal parts of courage and 
wisdom. And he has espe- 
cially shown that here this 
week. I thank him for being 
here. I rely on his counsel. 
The peace process has no 
bener friend. 

“Most of all, let me again 
thank Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Chairman 
Arafat, who came here at 
very difficult times with ten- 
sions high. I am convinced 
they both want a more peace- 
ful and prosperous future for 
their people. I am convinced 
they both want a more secure 
future for their people. And I 
believe they are both pre- 
pared to do the hard work 
that is necessary to achieve 
their goals. 

“For our pan. the United 
States will always be there to 
help. We remain committed 
to our common goal; A just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace in tire Middle East. We 
recognise our special 
responsibility to protect the 
peace process ar moments of 
extreme difficulty, to help 
move it forward. 

“We have embraced this 
responsibility because those 
who take risks for peace 
must be able to count on the 
United States.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

by side, watching grimly, 
but made no statements 
despite an invitation by Mr. 
Clintou to do so and 
reporters repeated sugges- 
tion that their silence 
underscored the summit’s 
failure. 

Seeking to put the most 
positive possible spin on an 
emergency summit, that 
failed even to yield a joint 
communique, Mr. Clinton 
said the meeting had been 
successful ou all three of its 

main goals. 

He said both sides met the 
goals “to curb the terrible 
violence and death that we 
saw last week ... to get the 
Israelis and tbe Palestini- 
ans talking again at the 
highest levels and ... to 
help both patties return to 
the hard work of building 
peace through negotia- 
tions.” 

“I personally feel that the 
prospects for progress are 
belter that two days ago,” 
he said. 

Both sides expressed 
fears that a failure to 
achieve progress on con- 
crete issues would spark 
another bout of Middle East 
violence. 

“Both sides know that if 
Arafat and Netanyahu don't 
sign an agreement Pales- 
tinians and Israelis will 
start shooting at each other 
again,” an Israeli source 
said. 

Natan Sharansky, an 
Israeli cabinet officer, said 


Israel had rejected as 
impossible an American 
request for a specific date 
for the Hebron pullback. 

“We say to commit one- 
self to a date is to create a 
built-in possibility of tbe 
talks breaking down,” tbe 
former Soviet dissident 
said 

Further, Mr. Sharansky 
said Israel would not 
reverse Mr. Netanyahu’s 
opening of tbe new tunnel 
entrance. 

Mahmoud Abbas. Mr. 
Arafat’s deputy, said in an 
interview that the gap 
between the Israelis and 
Palestinians remained 
wide, despite tbe talks, but 
be said the Arafat- 
Netanyahu meeting was not 
“negative.” 

Tt was to all ‘no, no, no.’ 
At the same time it wasn’t 
all ‘yes, yes, yes,’” he said. 

Tbe White House said tbe 
talks went “a long way 
towards reestablishing that 
notion of trust that must 
exist between the parties.” 

Still, Mr. McCuny said: 
“We are at a very, very dif- 
ficult moment We are still 
at that moment.” 

Mr. Clinton, steering 
dear of pressure tactics as 
impractical, left the two 
leaders to their delibera- 
tions after meeting sepa- 
rately Tuesday with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
and then jointly with them 
and King Hussein. 

“What the United States 
has done since 1 have been 
president is not to pressure 


anyone, but to get the par- 
ties together,” Mr. Clinton 
said Tuesday. 

And so be did, inviting 
them to lunch and then 
stepping away to prepare 
for his debate Sunday with 
Republican presidential 
challenger Bob Dole and to 
tend to other White House 
work. 

Mr. Netanyahu was to 
meet with Mr. Dole 
Wednesday. 

Tbe summit was political- 
ly risky for Mr. Clinton, 
testing both his leadership 
and his relationship with 
Israel. Mr. Dole and 
Republican congressional 
leaders have publicly urged 
him to stand by the 
Netanyahu government 
and not isolate it amid 
worldwide criticism. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat met for 45 minutes 
in the presidential library, 
under a portrait of George 
Washington, with only the 
State Department’s Arabic- 
speaking interpreter, Gamal 
Helal, present The talk, 
went on an additional 2 
hours and 15 minutes with 
Mr. Ahbas and Itzhak 
Molkho,' an Israeli lawyer, 
participating. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, meanwhile, 
met with Israeli, Palestinian 
and Jordanian officials, and 
then separately with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. 

The end result of all these 
meetings was the statement 
by President Clinton. 


Time for actions rather than 
words, King to Netanyahu 


(Continued from page 1) 

what was seen as breaking 
the ice between the two, 
according to White House 
spokesman Michael 
McCony. 

The King also provided 
inspiration to Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Netanyahu by 
“a very emotional 
to honour their 
peace agreements, Mr. 
McCurry told reporters 
Tbesday as the Palestinian 
and Israeli leaders were 
meeting over lunch. 

The lunch, said the 
spokesman, “came about 
as a result of a suggestion 
advanced by” U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and King 
Hussein. 

"That was not the sce- 
nario that initially was 
planned, but one that 
seemed to make sense (as a 
result) of the conversations 
today,” Mr. McCuny said, 
according to a transcript of 
tbe spokesman’s comments 
made available by the Unit- 
ed Nations Information 
Agency (USIA). 

Mr. McCuny recalled 
President Clinton’s ratio- 
nale for calling the summit, 
noting the parties had 
reached “a moment in tbe 
process when a great deal 
of trust has been lost, a 
great deal* of anger and 
frustration and suspicion 
had begun to permeate the 
environment for the dia- 
logue that must occur. The 
discussions today have 


making 

appeal” 


gone a long way towards 
reestablishing that notion 
of trust” 

Mr. McCurry said King 
Hussein delivered an 
impassioned appeal for 
peace during the quadrilat- 
eral meeting in the Oval 
Office, suggesting the lead- 
ers had a moral obligation 
to act as peacemakers. 

“Th King gave a very 
emotional appeal to these 
parties," Mr. McCurry said, 
urging them “to honour the 

commitments both had 
made to peace and try to do 
everything possible to erase 
the anger and frustration of 
recent days and to move 
into a more constructive 
relationship. He said he 
considered this in some 
ways a religious obliga- 
tion... all the people in that 
room have that fimdamen- 
tal obligation.” 

Mr. McCurry said the 
King’s role at the summit 
was partly to help the par- 
ties come closer together 
and “partly inspiration." 

“He spoke in a very mov- 
ing way about the choice 
for peace he had made, 
what it has meant to the 
people of Jordan, and what 
it has meant to him person- 
ally; and from that perspec- 
tive his contribution today 
was to lend some moral 
authority to the notion that 
these leaders were doing 
something noble by 
attempting to address these 
differences and move for- 
ward.” said Mr. McCurry. 
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IMF chief urges governments to gear up for global challenges 


World Bank chief launches 
drive against corruption 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn Tues- 
day lashed out at corrup- 
tion in industrial and 
developing countries, 
calling it a cancer and 
vowing not to tolerate it 
in the projects his organi- 
sation finances. 

“Corruption is a prob- 
lem that all countries 
have to confront." he told 
policymakers from the 
bank’s 181 member 
nations. “We need to deal 
with the cancer of corrup- 
tion." 

By throwing a spotlight 
on a problem often hid- 
den out of sight in the 
past, the plain-speaking 
Wolfensohn risks raising 
the hackles of developing 
nations that may view his 
broadside against bribery 
as just an attempt to med- 
dle in their affairs. 

In his address to the 
opening plenary session 
or the international Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) /World 
Bank annual meeting. 
Mr. Wolfensohn sounded 
optimistic about the 
chances for making 
inroads against 

entrenched global pover- 
ty and helping the poor 
and the disadvantaged. 

“They do not want char- 
ity they want opportuni- 
ties.” he said. “They do 
not want to be lectured to 
they want to be listened 
to ... When they are given 
a chance, the results are 
truly remarkable.” he 
added. 

The World Bank chief 
y.ajgued that, .corruption 
....inverts iflopey from the 
.’■Jil, fifth to the^poor and is a 
major barrier to econom- 
ic progress in developing 
nations. 

It also threatens to rob 
the bank of support in 
industrial countries as 
governments — and the 
voters who elect them — 
wonder if the money they 
have contributed is being 
squandered. 

“Governments that ... 
fight corruption ... will, 
over time, attract the larg- 
er volume of investment,” 


Mr. Wolfensohn said. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus also 
took aim at corruption in 
his speech to the plenary 
session. 

“Governments must 
demonstrate that they 
have no tolerance for cor- 
ruption in any form,” Mr. 
Camdessus said. 

The World Bank and the 
IMF lend tens of billions 
of dollars to developing 
countries each year, giv- 
ing added weight to their 
admonishments about 
bribery and corruption. 

“The bank group will 
not tolerate corruption in 
the programmes that we 
support. ' Mr. Wolfensohn 
said. 

The organisation’s 
board recently set new 
procurement guidelines 
for projects financed by 
its loans — action which 
U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin applauded 
on Monday. 

Under the new guide- 
lines. the bank can cancel 
part of a loan if it deter- 
mines that corrupt or 
fraudulent practices were 
involved in procurement 
contracts. 

It can also bar guilty 
companies from bidding 
on future bank-financed 
projects. 

In his speech to the ple- 
nary session. U.S. vice 
President A1 Gore also 
stressed the importance 
of what he called "good 
government" — govern- 
ment that is fully repre- 
sentative, transparent, 
■accountable and 


citing lower inflation, 
brisk trade expansion and 
improved relationships 
among key currencies. 

But he” stressed that 
globalisation implies that 
countries continue pro- 
gressing “safely" toward 
freedom of capital move- 
ments, tackle policy 
weaknesses and show 
greater vigilance to meet 
new challenges. 

Mr. Camdessus urged 
the IMF’s 1S1 member 
countries to adopt “a 
more ambitious 

approach" to fiscal con- 
solidation. which must 
not only reduce budget 
deficits but “create 
enough room to put 
human development at 
the centre” of fiscal strat- 
egy. 

“The sustainability of 
economic growth hinges 
on that." he said. 

Deficit cutting must 
“improve the quality of 
expenditure” by reducing 
unproductive outlays to 
shift resources to critical 
areas such as health and 
education, he explained. 

Secondly, Mr. 

Camdessus said, to bene- 
fit fully from globalisa- 
tion. countries must take 
“a bolder approach” to 
structural reform in order 
to make economic poli- 
cies more effective, help 
create jobs and protect 
against new risks. 

Thirdly, he said reform 
of the state was required 
“in a number” of member 
countries to ensure 
“responsible” manage- 
ment 'Of public affairs.' . ^ . 


restrained. ; * This implied that gov* 

“Good government is . emments ■ -- demonstrate 


the key to equitable and 
sustainable growth,” he 
said. 

Mr. Camdessus said 
Tuesday that economic 
globalisation can magni- 
fy the adverse effects of 
weak policies, pose new 
risks and cause problems 
even when policies are 
sound. 

Mr. Camdessus took a 
a cautiously optimistic 
view of the near-term 
world economic outlook. 


“that they have no toler- 
ance for corruption in any 
form,” and that they do 
their utmost to maintain 
public safety, protect 
property and contractual 
rights, provide reliable 
public services and ful- 
fill, in sum. all those tasks 
essential to the confi- 
dence of private savers 
and investors. 

Fourthly. Mr. 

Camdessus said, govern- 
ments must move to “take 


THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Way out of jail? 
5 Matter matter 
9 Surrealist 
Salvador 
13 Joel Chandler 
Harris uncle 

15 Unit of loudness 

16 Dash 

1 7 Correct a 
mistake 

18 Tight-fitting 

19 Government 
barrel? 

20 Beatles' Hi song 

23 Ruby or Sandra 

24 Cenain Asian 

25 Weighty weight 

26 Beatles' #1 song 
32 Diaphanous 

35 Sisters 

36 Corn unit 

37 Tattered 
36 Bearings 

40 Guthrie 

41 Spire ornament 

42 Breathe heavily 

43 Actress 
Moorehead 

44 Beatles' *1 song 

48 Aclress 
Thompson 

49 Numero — 

50 Balaam's beast 
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10 — vera 
n Spree 


P A | W N 
A GjH A 
R E|1 N 


53 Beatles' SI song 12 Art medium 


bIlTaTci 


58 Author Haley 

59 Drive out 

60 Ancient Greek 
colony 

61 Pianist Peter 

62 Anatomical 
network 

63 Violinist Isaac 

64 Inert gas 

65 Milky Way item 

66 Overwhelmed 

DOWN 

1 AKC category 

2 Hawk haven 

3 Likeness 

4 Sot 

5 Beset 

6 Danza of TV 

7 Burden 

8 H-bomb units 

9 Rely 


14 Hunting dog 

21 —segno 
(musical sign) 

22 Courts 

26 Coop resident 

27 — a customer 

28 Weapon 

29 Swiss city 

30 Bush's school 

31 Love deity 

32 Printing term 

33 Pueblo tribe 

34 Clapton 

38 Bullfight figures 

39 Cost of money: 
abbr. 

40 Mature 

42 Equal 

43 Handsome lad 

45 Loud horn 

46 Dutch admiral 

47 — and outs 


BAY G|U 
A L F I | E 

s u in * a 


a o N J U I $ 
B A L E 
E RN E 
l E|R Y | A N! 

c R|oM££33 

L I N G|E|R| 


■I°LL 

AIR M | O 


S IT I I O | N jR A 
T r E 'CpHfClu' R 
R I O j S 1 I [e o gir.aid Y 

ACE 5 [L 0| 1 HE. 
S T A N~M 0 U1T EjRg 

p oTr t m R T E S Wm 


BOIL 
M_ D 
A P I 
R S E 


Op j E LI 
| P j 1 | P 1 si 

mm 

|H A G| 
_B A|R 6J 
0 |W| E N 1 
G N | A T 


50 Politician Spiro 

51 English county 

52 Kiosk 

53 Out of the wind 

54 Kind of 
sandwich 


55 Tuneful 
twosome 

56 “The Thin Man" 
pooch 

57 Small amount 

58 Actress Jillian 


urgent care of’ the 
fragility of national bank- 
ing systems, which he 
said was “the achilles 
heel of the global econo- 
my today.” 

“In many countries a 
banking crisis is an acci- 
dent waiting to happen,” 
be said. 

“Weak macroeconomic 
policies and poor eco- 
nomic performance 
undermine the banking 
sector health, and, con- 
versely, weak banking 
sectors stand in the way 
of effective (economic) 
policy-making.” he said. 

Countries with banking 
problems might shy away 
from policy tightening: 
when needed for fear of 
plunging their banks into 
crisis, but failure to take 
early action could cany 
an “exorbitant" drain on 
countries' resources. 

On the basis of recent 
experience “this is some- 
thing that we truly don't 
want to see repeated,” 
notably because such 
crises could affect the 
international financial 
system. Mr. Camdessus 
said. 

The IMF would show 
particular vigilance in 
this respect and Mr. 
Camdessus said he had 
agreed with World Bank 
President James Wolfen- 


sohn to “join our financ- 
ing and surveillance 
forces to address these 
■risks in a strongly coordi- 
nated way” 

Commenting on the 
economic outlook, the 
IMF chief stressed that 
“many industrial coun- 
tries have come close to 
achieving effective price 
stability.” 

Developing countries as 
a whole continued to 
show “solid six per cent 
growth”, with Asia grow- 
ing at a “more sustainable 
but still remarkable” pace 
of about 7.5 per cent. 

“In two huge countries 
— China and India — 
which together account 
for more than one-third of 
the world's population, 
there have been striking 
improvements in average 
per capita incomes*’ 
although poverty had still 
to be conquered. 

Recovery in Latin 
America, hit by the Mex- 
ican financial crisis, was 
gaining momentum, and 
“Africa, for which so 
many seemed to have lost 
hope, appears now to be 
stirring and on the move,” 
heading for five per cent 
growth this year and next, 
the highest in two 
decades, Mr. Camdessus 
said. 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. • • 


MYLIF 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Mike Argirion 

This is 


oiMBTfan Mai* StMCH. 
AlRpotami 


RAMER 


CATTIN 


TRAYPI 


Print answer here : 


HOW THE P0LE- 
GATE5 PE5CRIBEP 
THE POLITICAL 
CONVENTION. 


Now arrange the cirded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's 1 Jumbles: JOUST BRAWL KENNEL FAUCET 
I Answer The trashman tert his hard work was - 


Answer The trashman fen his hard work was • 
WASTE FULL 


Peanuts 


THIS IS WHAT I LIKE. .SLEEPING LATE., 
w NO SCHOOL.. SATURDAY.. 


Japan’s foreign 
reserves reach $2 1 5b 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japan's foreign reserves 
rose $1,003 billion in 
September to a record 
high of $215,031 bil- 
lion, the finance min- 
istry has said. 

It represented the 35th 
consecutive month-to- 
month increase, the 
ministry said. 

The reserves consist of 


convertible foreign cur- 
rencies, gold and 
International Monetary' 
Fund Special Drawing 
Rights. 

In August, the total 
rose by SI .8 billion. 

A ministry offical said 
Japan was by far the 
largest holder of foreign 
reserves accordi ng to 
available data. 


BritishBank becomes 
marketing name 
for the British Bank 
of the Middle East 


By Ronfan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The British 
Bank of the Middle East 
unveiled its new modern 
face — BritishBank — to 
marie the start of a new era 
of customer-focused mar- 
ket-driven culture within 
the bank- 

John Pascoe, chief execu- 
tive officer of BritishBank. 
Jordan, announced Tuesday 
in a press conference that 
the adoption of the British- 
Bank marketing name is a 
personal commitment to 
modernise the bank and to 
ensure the retaining of this 
position. 

“The BritishBank mar- 
keting name is a visual 
expression of our commit- 
ment to modernise the bank 
to ensure we retain this 
position," said Mr. Pascoe. 

“The bank's full legal 
title." the British Bank of 
the Middle East remains 
unchanged." he added. 

The Arabic translation. 


A1 Bank A1 Britani. 
reflects the existing and 
much used Arabic abbrevi- 
ation of the full name. 

The new logo which is 
shorter, snappier and easier 
to use than the bank's full 
legal title will bring greater 
visibility’ and impact to the 
bank's activities. 

In addition, the new hexa- 
gon logo will be displayed 
at all the bank's offices and 
on redesigned marketing 
materials, stationary and 
business forms. 

BritishBank is a principal 
member of the HSBC 
Group with more than 
3.300 offices in 75 coun- 
tries and assets of over 
$368 billion. HSBC Group 
is one of the world's largest 
banking and financial ser- 
vices organisations. 

The BritishBank first 
arrived here in 1949 and 
since then the bank partici- 
pated in project loans to 
assist many leading estab- 
lishments in Jordan. 



hacked into my boss’s daily planner 
and scheduled a migraine at 10 
tomorrow morning!” 


SATURDAY 7i 






id'./ .V- 


s 

I s : 

-s 

K • / • ■ 

/ " 

; . 

: 1 7* " 


’ ■- 

> | L ‘i. / •* 

• 

/.• '. 

/ *>'V 

: /, 



Andy Capp 



I tNONOER WHERE RUBE'S 

~-t DASHING OFF TO 

( IN SUCH A HURRY?) 


PROSASLV TO SEE FLO. SHE LIKES ; 
TO TELL EVERYTHlNGSHE-) 0 <>^ i 

THE MINUTE SHE KNOWS fT^S 
WHICH IS USUALLY ^ 

IT happens I 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

mornin; mam. 1 V 

LIKE TO BUV 60ME 


LET ME 
SEE A 
kBASKETT 


ONLY SIXTY. 
CENTS A J 
BASKET/ 


I HM- JUST AS I 
THOUGHT'BIGONES 
ON TOP, SMALL 
ONES ON BOTTOM/. 


WELL. BERRIES ARE GROWING 
SOFASTTH'S SEASON THAT 
sy THE TIME WE GET A- / 
BA5KETPUL PICKED THE ‘ [ j 
LAST ONES ON TOP ARE JJ 
TWICE THE SIZE OF 
THOSE ON THE BCnTTOMjjBi 


m 




HOROSCOPE.- 
FORECASTFOR * 

THURSDAY, * 

OCTOBER 3,1996 

» '• L 

By Thomas Si Pierson, 
Astrologer, CatrbU- 
Rigkter Foundation ■ 

ARIES: (March . 21. to 
April 19) Don’t Ik acti- 
vate concern confuse you 
roday or you could find 
yourself in quite a dilem- 
ma. Your mate may not be 
helpful during the -day- 
time. however, by 'later 
this evening there win be 
a turn of events;. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 2 1 ) If you have 1 dou- 
bles concerning a desire 
today, don't pursue. it or 
yourself in a difficult situ- 
ation. Find better ways of 
gaining private pleasures 
later this evening; and 
make your life succtssfuL- 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 > Be careful in p 
morion today, especially 
on the highway when 
handling outside affairs 
and avoid difficulties. 
Handle things quietly 
later this evening for if 
you are noisy you won’t 
get noticed by those in 
authority. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

( June 22 to July 21) Plan 
haw ro handle a /tew 
interest today instead of 
putting it aside. Be cau- 
tious of newcomers later 
this evening or you could 
discover you are in a dif- 
ficult situation which 
must be dealt with imme- 
diately. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be precise in han- 
dling your responsibili- 
ties today and then study 
some new venture care- jj. 
fully before you get in on 
the ground floor. Later 
this evening will be good 
for seeing close friends 
and having a good time 
together. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to 
help a fellow' associate 
today who is disturbed 
.and is not sure of what 
;; ‘direction to cake. Keep 
promises which yon have 
made later this evening 
and thereby maintain 
your good name. Avoid 
new enterprises at this 
time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22 ) Keep root- 
ed systems you have used 
today which are satisfac- 
tory in business matters 
and be safe. Later this* 
evening will be good for 
you to meet with a knowl- 
edgeable person arid 
devise some new method 
of operation. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21; Show 
more devotion for the one 
you love today and later 
this evening you can plan 
how to make your career 
activities much easier.. 
This is a good time .for 
you to spend with your 
mate and have some 
romance. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decern: 
ber 2 1) Do not criticise or 
disagree at home With- 
your mate or your could 
discover there are nega- 
tive methods of opera-- 
tion. Later this evening 
you can. seek the pleasure 
you need and desire'. for 
the days ahead and 
success. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- . 
ber 22 to January ’ 20)* 1 
Take care of your, cotte-* 
spondence today ' with 
grace instead' of annoy- 
ance and thereby you can 
make many good . con- 
tacts. Study how td-make 
improvements on. yodr 
home. Later this evening 
and it a show pkcfc’iftir 
others. ■ "... 

AQUARIUS: (January" 

21 to February 19) Get 
rid of a financial, diffiod-, 
ly today and make you*, 
pockets jingle in. ti^leab' 
times. Listen to -Sit 
advice of experts, - later 
this evening, boweyer,- 
use your own judgement 
as well since it has bees' 
successful before/ / . 
PISCES: (February 20 to. 
March -20) -Don’t vent: 
your fire today on a friend 
because you arecupseL 
Find a better way. , 
this evening to . get yoUr- 
property iffiprovedso you 
Can get the positive; 
response which , is impor- 
tant to your self-image; 

Birthstone of OctofteriL 
Opal— 
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HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR FRIDAY OCTOBER 4, 1996 


A ^ ! l9 L NCW conI ? cls can be helpful to you today concerning your career activities. Avoid an 

CVenm ® ” d maiMain a ,ow P rofile 50 ** won’t be any conflicts, 

this: cvenina rtit b* 0 JL “J * A “£ atRt y de toward *»“»“» and other worldly matters today can bring you better results. Later 
<5E3MHNI: tMay 21 to hme 2 t i°r ^ mg the advice of those in authority and then you can make the correct decisions. 
Ldo handle those bmwrtjmf + * ° ^ t0 . sora Jr new P Jace a associate today and you can have a fun time together if you 
^MO^'CHILDRFN- rti.na oo *■ f C » l,V iS eS *' rSL Adopt a new aKitude where public affairs are concerned in the days ahead. 
! ' ; (ttid>siibce5S lmnn»« vr»„r m ? U ^ Sft ! dy 10 gain raore benef,ls frora y c * ur present activities and thereby you can gain 
ivt^Micenied. " • * a ^ er 11118 even,n S 31111 lhen y° u 040 make this time hnportant for you both, especially where romance 

fhnrL - ' Fcu ^ cl career activities for a while today and enjoy some amusement with one of whom you are most 
%R<«WAuaJr o”?, ?r' S even : nB 4,111 you can OTDSult - wilh tirose in authority who can be belpfuL 

■^ohomise toniPhr P u^l f y ° U *““* 3 ioved today wilh a famil y nffti] ' r can gain more happiness. It’s best to 
LffiHA* fSeotember hLIuuw 6X173 ,funds whe n *e time is present to purchase some important gift or present, 
jriated. f 7“* TIms is a £0O<1 10 w,th filj e friends today and enjoy bobbies .which arc mutually appre- 

^, C “ e *«* ■«* fun with those in authority and you can gain aZcss. 

mncfn. ' timj. ..^.k ovember _ ) Get some new monetary arrangements made today which concern and loved ones and don't 

SAGPlTARn is- ®* evening wiU ‘- be sood for seeking' out advice for the days ahead. 

i »,««." ,k- VCm ■ f 22 *?. P ecernber - 1 ) You a** titinking very clearly today and you can handle all kinds of activities very 
f’AP Rirnow. /nl!L 7/1 ^ be good for you to seek out the opinion of others and thereby make your life successful. 

““ 10 Jaou fY Confer with an expert how best to handle your activities today and still have time for 

.AriiJARTTTC>Tt ' ' 1 COUld p 80 q0lte weU ' LaleT 11113 evenin S wil1 be good for you and your mate to have a romance lime. 
. ..■£ am ?®p 1 ' ■* t0 F^hruaty 19; Your friends can help you to gain your most personal goals today. Don’t air any private 

¥*isnr« TS.Kn' 100 iif 1 y ° U * nt ° ll ° W Warer 1,1 1116 a f ,ea d ^ make your career activities in jeopardy in the eyes of a bigwig. 
■Jr~! March 20; Handle private matters today most intelligently and gain the aid of a bigwig. Steer clear later 

tins evening of those who want to make your life difficult and socialise with those who have the correct answer 
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Jordanian businessmen, industrialists 
reject forming regional business council 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA) has 
decided against establishing 
a regional business council 
grouping private sector 
organisations in Jordan, 
Palestine, Egypt and Israel, 
according to an announce- 
ment Wednesday by JBA 
Chairman Hamdi. Tabbaa. 

He said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency 
following a meeting with 
William Fisher, an American 
expert charged with follow- 
ing up the creation of the 
council, that talking about 
such a regional council was 
premature. He pointed out 
thar the JBA has for more 
than a year rejected this 


idea which, in the associa- 
tion's view, does not serve 
economic purposes. 

“ The JBA is open to 
cooperation with other coun- 
tries but we have our own 
priorities like establishing 
joint cooperation in business 
with the Arab World,” noted 
Mr. Tabba 

“The Jordanian govem- 
- ment is still negotiating with 
Israel on agreements and 
amendments to earlier 
agreements while the Jor- 
danian exporters to the self- 
rule areas are still facing 
obstacles stemming from 
Israeli measures. Further- 
more. we do not believe that 
the Israelis ore quite ready 
for any economic coopera- 


tion with Jordan because 
they have their own prob- 
lems added Mr. Tabbaa. 

Asked if any prospects 
exist in the future for such 
council , especially after the 
establishment of a compre- 
hensive peace, Mr. Tabbaa 
said: “Should Israel prove to 
be committed towards the 
implementation of agree- 
ments with the Arabs, we 
would not be in need of a 
regional business council 
because the economic infra- 
structure would have been 
completed. However, Jor- 
danian businessmen would 
waste no opportunity in 
forging joint action with the 
countries of the region.” 

Mr. Fisher met Tuesday 


with the president of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try and informed sources 
stressed that the chamber 
rejected and will remain 
opposed to any discussion 
on this topic (regional busi- 
ness council). 

The sources said lime was 
not ripe to normalise rela- 
tions with Israel because the 
fruits and promises of peace 
have not been realised and 
because discussing the sub- 
ject would only mean more 
concessions from the Arab 
side to Israel at a time when 
the Jewish state is desecrat- 
ing the Islamic holy sites in 
occupied Jerusalem. 
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Lebanon 
adopts 
master 
plan for 
tourism 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Tourism 
Minister Nicolas Fattush has 
announced the adoption of a 
master plan to rebuild and 
develop the sector in 
Lebanon. 

The master plan, the first of 
its type in a Middle East 
country, was being jointly 
financed by the UJV. Devel- 
opment Programme 

(UNDP), France and die 
Lebanese government. 

It was devised under tech- 
nical guidance of the World 
Tourism Organisation. 

Mr. Fattush said 402,000 
tourists visited Lebanon in 
1995, an increase of 20 per 
cent over 1994. The tourism 
sector generated $7 10 million 
in 1995, less than eight per 
cehtiof gross domestib"prod- 
uct;(GDP): jIh 1996, t&irism, 
whicifi stSrteH up again only 
four years ago, was curbed by 
the Israeli operation “Grapes 
of Wrath" in April. Accord- 
ing to unofficial figures, the 
number of tourists in the first 
eight months of 1996 was 
about the same as during the 
same period of the previous 
year, about 320.000. 
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I/J review oj news from l fie ‘Arabic press 


Local revenues fall short 
of amounts envisaged in the 
Kingdom’s 1996 budget 

** INFORMED FINANCIAL sources expect next 
year’s budget to be between JD 1,750 million and JD 
1,800 million, a slight three per cent higher than the 
1996 budget. The sources pointed out that local rev- 
enues from the income tax and sales tax this year were 
below the amounts envisaged in the 1996 budget. The 
lower revenues were attributed by the sources to the 
amendments that were made on the income tax law 
which exempted lower and middle-income groups, 
especially private and public sector employees, from 
paying income tax. 

According to the sources, the increase in next year’s 
budget will" mainly cover salary raises to civil servants 
and to complete projects that will still be under imple- 
mentation. The "general budget” accounts for 70 per 
cent of the overall budget whereas the remaining 30 
per cent represent the budgets of independent govern- 
ment institutions. 

The emphasis in the two categories of the overall 
budget will be on limiting and rationalising govern- 
ment spending and on optimising the usage of avail- 
able resources within the framework of the economic 
adjustment programme and in line with the economic 
and social plan for the years 1993-1997. Under the 
plan and the programme, the Kingdom strives to accel- 
erate economic and social development, in order to 
help resolve the unemployment and poverty problems, 
and to focus on productive projects in light of local 
revenues and available financial resources. 

A government communique has emphasised not to 
create any new jobs and to cancel as much as possible 
of vacancies. The communique asked for limiting new 
office rentals and for rationalising water, telephone 
and official travel expenses. The government request- 
ed that no additional financial allocations be requested 
and that participation in local, Arab and international 
institutions and organisations be reviewed. ' 

On the revenue side, the communique urged better 
collection procedures and called for introducing an 
incentive system to benefit those entrusted in collect- 
ing public funds. The government also asked for .deas 

and proposals to raise revenues and reduce the deficits 
(AI Dustour). 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drde^mma^ 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our stoop and get:- 

• JUMBO pboto 
30% 


Free •■laryv 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmcisanv— . Qpp. Grimflay* 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


% 


U :r i&Wim 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



A 
N 
I 

g SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




SEAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

| ^ Deluxe Villas 

■) Appait moms 
in Amman 


For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

s/var/Mf 

( SPECIAL PRICES 
l FOR LONGTERM - STAY j 


-ABDOIN- 

TEL. 810150, FAX 827113 




^ WE SEND 
FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) ^ 
* Fresh & Dry' Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma . Inter Flowers 


Urn Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

: ( 811395 )' 




Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 


USAVE 


AUTORENTAL 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


'Hcrmu;; the right to sew you, 
Each and ctitv time. " 


Call 858874/5 


BEBJ 

BOUTIQUE 

The best of N. Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for ail 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tel: 856-988 

Next to Amra Hotel 




SmfiA & StltuU (tyi 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10A.M-1 AJi 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Dmm TT Hialna 

behind San Rock 
Hotel 


crown fiora. 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POO 


*1 ENNIS COURT 


HEALTH CLUB 


1 SAUNA & JACUZZ 



Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


DOLLAR 

HNTACM 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Td 693399 


TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION COLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
E«t. 223 




Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Valtet PaiWng 
Reservation Required 


Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 



. ir- 











"s £ 5 . '■ 

w i 
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Kafelnikov through 
as Ferreira bows out 


LYON (AFP) — Number 
wo Need five Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov had 10 battle 
Tuesday to come through 
his first round dash at the 
men's $750,000 ATP 
indoor event here as he 
edged Czech Daniel Vaeek 
in three sets. 

WWId number five 
Kafelnikov needed two 
hours of hard graft to come 
through against his 36th- 
ranked opponent 7-6 i7/2), 
6-7 (5/71, 6-4. 

The shock of the day was 
the defeat of South Africa's 
third-seeded Wayne 

Ferreira, returning alter a 
knee operation. The world 
number six bowed 7-5. 4-6. 

4- 6 to Moroccan Younes El 
Aynuoui. ranked 65th on 
the ATP computer. 

Elsewhere, fourth-seeded 
Chilean Marcelo Rios had a 
tough battle to defeat 
German Alex Radulescu. 
who replaced the injured 
Stefan Edberg here, 4-6. 6- 
4. 7-6 1 7/5.1. Radulescu con- 
stantly attacked to force 
Rios into a series of errors, 
but the Chilean rallied to 
take the final set tiebreak 
after his opponent had led 

5 - 2 . . 



Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

Number eight seed 
Michael Stich of Germany 
meanwhile won his open- 
ing encounter with 
Switzerland's Jakob 

Hlasek. coming through 7- 
6 (7-4), 6-2. 

Local crowd favourite 
Guy Forget ranked 41 in 
the world, lost his late 
evening clash with Britain’s 
Tim Henman, who came 
through 6-4. 6-2. 

Forget never recovered 
after he lost his serve to go 
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Invitation for Pre-qualification 
of U.S. Construction Contractors 
Wadi Mousa Wastewater project 
USAID Grant No. 278-0288 

The Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) of the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation through the Government 
Tenders Directorate/Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing (MPW&H) is soliciting expression of 
interest and submission of pre-qualification data 
from U.S. Construction contractors who can qualify, 
through experience with projects of similar 
magnitude. As a result of this exercise, the pre- 
qualified contractors will be invited to bid on 
contracts No. 161/96, Central, 162/96 Central, 
163/96 Centra! and 164/96 Central, for the 
construction of the Wadi Mousa wastewater 
collection, conveyance, pumping and treatment 
systems. 

The above mentioned projects will be financed 
jointly by WAJ and USAID (Grant No. 278-0288). 
Jordanian contractors classified by MPW&H as first 
class contractors in the field of water and sewerage 
projects, will be invited to bid independently on 
three out of the four contracts. These contracts are 
162/96 Central, 163/96 Central and 164/96 Central. 

1. Project Description: 

Work will include the following activities: 

A. Contract 161/96 Central: Construction of four 
wastewater pumping, stations, treatment plant/reuse 
facility. The treatment plant of 3,400 cubic metres 
average daily capacity, and consist of preliminary, 
secondary treatment, nitrogen removal, together 
with an effluent reuse system. 

B. Contract 162/96 Central: Construction of Wadi 
Mousa wastewater collection system. This contract 
consist of 56 kms of 150 mm-500 mm diameter 
gravity sewer. 

C. Contract 163/96 Central: Construction of Taiba, 
B'doul. and Beida wastewater collection system. 
This contract consist of 34 kms of 150 m ms-300 
mms diameter gravity sewer. 

D. Contract 164/96 Central: Construction of 
wastewater conveyance system. This contract 
consist of 18.5 kms of 250 mm-400mm diameter of 
gravity and force mains. 

2. The last date for obtaining the pre-qualification 
document is October 20. 1 996. 

3. Last date for submission of the pre-qualification 
data to the Government Tenders Directorate, will be 
no later than 13:00 hours Jordan's time in 
November 23, 1996. 

4. The pre-qualification documents shall be 
obtained from: 

1 . Government Tenders Directorate 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
R.O. Box 1220, Amman, Jordan 
Tel.: 606757, Fax: 606751; or from 

2. Ms. Karla Sangrey 

Camp Dresser & McKee International, Ten 
Cambridge Center, 

Tel.: 617-252-8000. Fax.: 617-577-7504 
Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 
Eng. Naser Madadha 


4-5 down in the first set to 
the 32nd-ranked Briton, 
who raced through the sec- 
ond to take the match in 59 
minutes, winning the last 
game to love. 

Kafelnikov qualifies 
for world 
championship 

French Open holder 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia, currently ranked 
number five in the world, 
has qualified for the ATP 
Tour world championship 
which takes place in 
Hanover. Germany, next 
month. 

An ATP statement con- 
firmed Tuesday that 
Kafelnikov, currently play- 
ing in the $750,000 indoor 
event in Lyon, had quali- 
fied to take his place behind 
Americans Pete Sampras 
and Michael Chang, 
Austria’s Thomas Muster 
and Croatia’s Goran 
Ivanisevic. 

The Hanover event, 
which opens on November 
19. will comprise the eight ' 
players accumulating the 
most tour points from their 
14 best results of the year. 


Ravanelli dreams of move to Manchester Un ited 




FLORENCE (AFP) — Middlesbrough’s Italian international striker 
Fabrizio Ravanelli, a seven million pound summer signing from 
European champions Juventus, said Tuesday he was interested in a move 
to Manchester United. 

Speaking at the Italian national side’s training camp in Florence as he 
prepared for Italy's World Cup qualifiers with Georgia and Moldova, 
Ravanelli indicated that the Premiership champions had already drawn 
up a ten-million pound ($16 million) move. 

“The idea is exciting because Manchester United is prestigious," the 
28-year-old Ravanelli was reported as saying. “Let’s wait and see what 
happens on my return to England.” 

Middlesbrough officials were unavailable for comment late Tuesday 
with the team about to embark on a two-match tour of the Far East with 
no Premiership matches this week because of World Cup action. 

But United chief executive Martin Edwards immediately denied the 
story and said it bad no foundation whatsoever. 

Edwards said: “It's absolute nonsense. There is no foundation in these 


stories whatsoever.” , , , ..^.i 

He said there had been no discussions with Middlesbrough and adaeu -^ 
that media requests to him to clarify the situation had come as a com- 
plete shock.” . 

The silver-haired Ravanelli has exploded onto the Premiership scene, 

scoring ten goals already. 

He hit a hat-trick on his debut against Liverpool and stands at the top 
of the goalscoring chans. 

But he told reporters back in Italy that he was finding it hard challeng- 
mg for a UEFA Cup spot with Middlesbrough, a club only just entering 
the big-time, when he was used to winning major trophies. 

He went on that he was happy in England, "although I miss my parents . 
a bit," 

Ravanelli said the lifestyle suited him in that "after training there aren’t -.j 
all those journalists waiting for you. 

“The game is hard but correct." he added. 


k 


Classic Cliche still 
in Arc reckoning 


LONDON (R) — Classic 
Cliche still remains Frankie 
Dettori's likely Prix De 
L”Arc De Triomphe mount 

Classic Cliche, .the Ascot 
Gold Cup winner, is one of 
29 left in Sunday's big race, 
although he missed a gallop 
a couple of days ago after 
looking dull in his coat 

Racing manager Simon 
Crisford said on Tuesday: 
“Classic Cliche cantered 
this morning and was 
bright He is scheduled to 
do some more work before 
we make up our minds.’’ 

Dettori will switch to 33-1 
outsider Tamure if Classic 
Cliche becomes an absen- 
tee. 

Tamure finished second in 
last year’s Epsom Derby 
but has not run this season 
because of fast ground. 
Easy going is predicted for 
Longchamp on Sunday. 

Latest Betting: 5-2 

Helissio. 5-1 Swain. 11-2 
Darazari. Zagreb. 7-1 
Pentire, 8-1 Classic Cliche, 
10-1 Shaamit 14-1 Oscar 
Schindler, Pilsudski, 25-1 
Radevore, Ragman 33-1 
Germany, Grape Tree Road, 
Miss Tahiti, Strategic 
Choice, S unshack and 


Tamure. 

Later, Michael Kinane 
expressed doubts regarding 
his mount Zagreb, winner 
of the Irish Derby. 

Kinane said: “It's a slight 
worry that he goes without 
a prep race and with a lack 
of experience, but the state 
of the ground has been the 
reason we haven't been able 
to get a run into him.” 

Of the opposition on 
Sunday. Kinane is particu- 
larly sweet on the chances 
of current favourite 
Helissio, the mount of 
Olivier Peslier. 

“I’ve got great respect for 
Helissio with the only 
blemish on his form coming 
when be pulled too hard in 
the French Derby. 

“But with the ground now 
soft I think things are 
swinging against Pentire.” 

Freddie Head, who does 
not yet have a ride booked 
for Sunday's race, is more 
keen on the prospects of 
Andre Fab re’s Swain. 

“Swain is probably the 
one to beat It wasn't his 
day last year as he seemed 
to go mad- in the parade," 
Head said. 


Dr. Edward de Bono's visit to Jordan 

The worldwide thinker, writer and consultant Dr. Edward 
de Bono, will visit Jordan next week in order to conduct a 
seminar for Jordanian Businessmen in "Lateral Thinking" 
a concept that he created and now has an official entry in 
the Oxford English Dictionary, and which he himself 
teaches this concept by doing seminars worldwide for all 
ages and nationalities! 

Many International corporations attribute their success to 
the direct use of lateral thinking. 

Dr. de Bono had written more than 53 books, about this 
subject and other subjects involves the mind and the way 
it functions. In addition he designed the CORT thinking 
programme which is widely used for the direct teaching of 
thinking in schools, and it is being introduced mandatory 
into schools in some countries. 

Dr. de Bono has been invited to lecture in 45 countries, 
and in 1 989 he organised and chaired a meeting of Nobel 
Prizes winners in Seoul/Korea. 

This visit as says his representative In Jordan Ms. Dina 
Faidi, is considered a unique and successful experience 
to all businessmen attending the seminar next week in 
cooperation with Amman World Trade Centre. 
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Neither vulnerable. Sooth deals. 
NORTH 

* Void 
CA10642 
OAK93 
+AQ92 

WEST EAST 

AQ63 ♦ K B 7 3 

C Void OKJ95 

O J S 7642 5QB 

* J 753 4KI06 

SOUTH 

* A J 10 6 54 
■7 Q 873 

<■ 10 
*84 


Hie bidding 

SOUTH WEST NORTH 

l* P#*» 2NT 

37 Paw TO 

Pan Pan Pan 


Obi 


Opening lead: Six of 0 

Don’t feel personally slighted 
when the opponents bid to a high 
level in a suit where yon ore amply 
endowed. To double might gi»e 
declarer a blueprint or the band 
and enable on otherwise hopeless 
contract U> come home. 

After South's weak-two opening 
bid. North's tvro no trump was furr- 
ing and asked partner far e footers. 
When South showed a heart honor. 
North got a little earned away and 
tonne.! in nlnm. East's double could 


would auralr have gone down. 
Somewhere along the Line d e c la re r 
would have caahed the see of 
trumpa or lead a heart to the queen, 
and in either event, would have 
been saddled with at least two 
trump losers. South needed no 
more than one look at dummy to 
deride that East's double was based 
almost solely on a trump stack. 

Declarer won the first trick with 
the king of diamonds and cashed 
the ace. discarding a dub as East 
dropped the oueen. Next came tho 
ace or dubs, dub ruff, spade ace for 
a diamond discard from dummy 
and a spade niff, followed by anoth- 
er dub ruff, fetching the king from 
East 

Declarer erased to the beard by 
trumping a spade and the oueen of 
clubs was led. East realized that a 

S de discard would give declarer 
contract, so tbs defender chose 
to ruff with the nine. Declarer over- 
ruffed with the qnean. trumped a 
spoda with the she of hearts and led 
dummy's last diamond East raffed 
with the jack to prevent dsriarar's 
eight from scoring, but then bad to 
load from the K 5 into the table's A 
10 tenses. Making six-odd. 

Tbo defense could have tri- 
umphed. East must ruff the queen 
of eluha with the king and return 
the five of hearts. Now there is no 


Eagles may 
replace 
injured 
Peete 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP; 
— Philadelphia Eagles 
coach Ray Rhodes said 
Tuesday that the club plans 
to bring in Mark Rypien for 
a physical examination and 
a workout as part of their 
plan to replace injured 
quarterback Rodney Peete. 

Rypien. who led the 
Washington Redskins to 
the 1991 Super Bowl title, 
was let go by the St. Louis 
Rams in training camp this 
year. 

Peete's season ended 
when he ruptured his right 
patella tendon in Monday 
night’s 23-19 loss to the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

Peete underwent surgery 
to repair the knee on 
Tuesday. 

“The prognosis is that lie 
should recover fully. It is 
quite a devastating and 
serious injury, so it could 
take some time to recover. 
We expect him to conva- 
lesce over the next six to 
nine months." said team 
doctor Arthur Bartolozzi. 
who performed the surgery. 

“The tendon is the struc- 
ture that connects the 
kneecap to the tibia. The 
tear, in this case, complete- 
ly separates the kneecap 
from the lower leg.” 

Peete. who completed 9- 
of-16 passes for 98 yards 
and one interception, suf- 
fered the injury in the vet- 
erans stadium turf while 
dropping back to pass late 
in the second quarter. 



Former boxing heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali, jokingly spars with 
member Renard Jones during a surprise visit to the Sugar Ray Leonard Boxing 
Gym in Las Vegas. The gym Is mostly utilized to train at-risk and disadvantaged 
youth to box (Reuters photo) 


Hoddle imposes strict 
regime on England squad 

LONDON (AFP) — England coach Glenn Bat Hoddle, a disciple of new Arsenal 
Hoddle has cancelled- weekend- leave for his boss Arsene Weneer's strict approach to 
squad as'he’sed his sfgbts 'on fris first 1 home' "f payers off the field behaviour. ' clearly : 


World Cup match against Poland next 
Wednesday. 

The players, who returned on Wednesday 
to their base for the first home game since 
Euro 96. have been told of quite a few 
changes from the Terry Venables' regime. 

The easy-going Venables allowed his 
players the time off from Saturday 
lunchtime to Sunday evening in the middle 
of his long build-ups. 

But Hoddle haS taken a different 
approach, saying: “There will be training 
periods and there will be rest periods. But 
they won’t be going off. 

‘They’ll be eating here and staying every 
night. Once here, they’re on international 
duty for the seven days we’ve got to pre- 
pare. That’s what international football is 
all about.” 

Hoddle denied that bad behaviour by 
some of the England squad on the flight 
home from Hong Kong in the spring, and 
Paul Gascoigne’s pulling down Paul Ince’s 
tracksuit bottoms in Moldova were the rea- 
sons for his decision. 


wants a more thoughtful appfbhch to the 
business than Venables’ light-hearted way. 

Wenger, for whom Hoddle played at 
Monaco, has told the Arsenal squad" to cut 
down on their alcoholic consumption when 
they are off duty. Their captain Tony Adams 
recently admitted that he was an alcoholic 
and was receiving counselling. 

He plans regular daily double training 
sessions, is looking at the players' diet at 
their hotel and has introduced" a masseur, 
Steve Slattery, a former Swindon acquain- 
tance who accompanied the squad to 
Kishinev for the opening 3-0 win. 

Hoddle has also risked media ire by 
changing a long-held system, intending that 
no players will be available for interview 
the day before big games, and giving them 
four ‘clear’ days out of seven free from the 
intrusion of the press, television and radio 
army. 

He will also follow the lead set by 
Venables this summer in not naming his’ 
side until just before kick-off. 



German driver Ralf Schumacher pulls on his ran „ 

with Jordan Peugeot car in Estoril track. Ralf, brother of worid^h* & ! ap 

Schumacher made his debut action appearance on Formula n™ i«l2 rap i 011 Mlcfaae 
October I (Reuters photo) ormuia One Jordan Peugeot Car 


V CINEMA TEL634144 

=3 

PHILADELPHIA y 

tol 

Christopher Lambert, John Lone 

SB; 

& Joan Chen in 

1^,0 

THE HUNTED 

Si 

=3 

t' 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

> 

•- - 


CINEMA TEL699238 

• PLAZA 

The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

IShows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45. 11:00 


T 


CINEMA 


A 


TEL677420 


^ — y- 


CONCORD 


X 


CONCORD “1” 

Robert Bedford & Michelle Pfeifer in 

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




CONCORD “2” 

Arnold Schwrzeneggar in 
ERASER 

1 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 3:30, 10:30 [ p, ay starts 8:30 p.m 

^ -il 


Ammoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL 618274 - 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 


Tkea:re ^ 


A 


presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

. At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Texas Rangers fielder Joan Gonzalez (R) gets a high -five at bomplate from teammate 
Uean Palmer after his three-run homerun against the New York Yankees in the 
fourth i nn i ng at \ankee Stadium in New York. Gonzalez hit the hommer off Yankee 
starting pitcher David Cone (Reuters photo) 

Umpires back off boycott as 
baseball playoffs open 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Baseball umpires backed 
off a threatened boycott, 
allowing the Major League 
playoffs to open, but said a 
walkout is possible later 
this week without an agree- 
ment in a dispute involving 
discipline of a player who 
spat on an umpire. 

The umpires and league 
officials had both sought 
emergency court rulings on 
the matter as negotiations 
were held minutes before 
the start of the first playoff 
game between the Balti- 
more Orioles and Cleve- 
land Indians. 

Umpires union chief 
Richie Phillips had said 
crews planned to boycott 
the playoff games if Balti- 
more Orioles second base- 
man Roberto Alomar were 
allowed to play. 

Alomar received a five- 
game suspension after spit- 
ting ,on umpire John 
Hirschbeck Friday, but 
appealed, and played Satur- 
day as the suspension was 
delayed. 

League officials went to 
court Tuesday seeking a 
restraining order in a feder- 
al court in Philadelphia that 
would have umpires in 
place for the first game at 
1:00 p.m. (.1700 GMT) in 
Baltimore. The umpires’ 
contract contains a no- 
strike clause. 

Phillips was in the same 
court, arguing that the fail- 
ure to suspend Alomar vio- 
lates the umpires’ collective 
bargaining agreement and 
forced umpires to work in 
“unsafe” conditions. 

Marty Springs read, exec- 
utive director of umpiring 
for the American League, 
said, “there has been no 
agreement and no injunc- 
tion has been issued, but the 
umpries have agreed to 
work today and torn- 
morow.” 

Springsread said the 
umpires could walk out if 
an agreement is not reached 
by Thursday. A hearing 
regarding Alomar has been 
moved up to Thursday. 

Baseball officials had 
said replacement umpires 
would be used if the crews 
failed to report to Orioles 
Part in Baltimore. The 
game started about 15 min- 
J utes late. 

Alomar issued a release 
through the team that apol- 
ogized to Hirschbeck and 
his family. The apology 
came three days after Alo- 
mar said he bad “no 
regrets” about spitting on 
Hirschbeck and questioning 
his integrity. 

“I wish to take this oppor- 
tunity to apologize to John 
Hirschbeck and his family 
for any pain and embarrass- 
ment that my comments 
and actions may have 
caused them,” Alomar said. 

“I deeply regret my disre- 
spectful conduct towards a 
man that I know always 
gives his utmost as an 
umpire. Certainly, he has 
worked at least as hard as I 
have to make it to the 
majors.” 

Alomar was ejected by 
Hirschbeck on Friday night 
* in Toronto for arguing balls 
and strikes. He bumped 
Hirschbeck and spat on the 
umpire before being 
res tr 3 i ned by man age 1- 
Davey Johnson. After the 


Orioles unruffled by 
Alomar controversy 

BALTIMORE, Maryland (AFP) — The Major League 
baseball playoffs started on a sour note Tuesday, but at 
least they started as umpires postponed their threatened 
post-season boycott 

Umpires were angered by the delayed suspension 
given to Baltimore Orioles second baseman Roberto 
Alomar, who spit at umpire John Hirschbeck during a 
game on Friday (see separate story ). 

Alomar was suspended for five regular season games 
but umpires wanted the penalty to include post-season 
play. 

Neither Alomar, who went l-for-4 and drove in one 
run, nor the umpires had a significant impact on the 
game in Baltimore. 

Bobby Bonilla’s grand slam capped a five-run sixth- 
inning, and the Orioles had four homers as they pound 
ed the reigning AL champions Cleveland 10-4 in their 
jbest-of-five division series opener. 

! BJ. Surhoff homered twice and Brady Anderson belt- 
ed another leadoff homer for the Orioles, who set a| 
major-league record with 257 homers this season. 

Baltimore ied 4-3 with one out in the bottom of the 
sixth when Chris Hoiles walked and Brady Anderson 
followed with a single. 

Cleveland starter Charles Nagy walked Todd Zeile on 
a close full-count pitch to load the bases. 

Alan Embree came on and Alomar lifted a sacrifice fly 
to score hoiles for a 5-3 lead. Paul Shuey relieved and 
Bonilla ripped a low fastball into the right-field seats to 
give the Orioles a 9-3 bulge. 

I was concentrating on one pitch and I wanted to 
make sure it was below my hands,” Bonilla said. “I was 
able to ger a pitch to hit.” 

David Wells, who entered the post-season with a 1 3.83 
earned run average in his last three regular-season starts, 
labored to the victory by allowing four runs and eight 
ihils in 6 2/3 innings. He threw 110 pitches and did not! 
record a 1-2-3 inning until the fifth. 

Wells left the game after being hit in the ankle with a 
shot off the bat off Kevin Seitzer. 

In the other AL division series. John Burkett out- 
pitched David Cone, and Juan Gonzalez and Dean 
Palmer homered in a five-run fourth inning as the Texas 
Rangers made their post-season debut a memorable one 
with a 6-2 defeat of the New York Yankees. 

The Western Division champion Rangers roughed up 
cone and surprised the Yankees, who won the East ana 
are in search of their 23rd world series title. 

Burkett, who was acquired from the Florida Marlins in 
August and had never faced the Yankees, scattered 10 
hits in a complete game. 

The right-hander walked one, struck out seven and 
pitched out of big jams in the first and sixth. The Yan- 
kees were just 1 -for- 1 1 with runners in scoring position. 

Cone, who was sidelined for four months with an 
aneurysm in his right shoulder, fell to 3-3 in his 12th 
playoff start 

In the National League, Todd Stottlerayre and two 
relievers combined on an eight-hitter and Gary Gaetti's 
three-run homer in the first Inning proved to be enough 
as the St Louis Cardinals edged the San Diego Padres 
3-1. 

Stottiemyre, who pitched for the World Series cbam- 
>ion Toronto Blue Jays in 1992 and 1993. notched his 
irst post-season win. He dominated the first five 
innings, allowing only a one-out double to Tony Gwynn 
in the first inning and walking to Ken Caminid in the 
fourth. 


game. Alomar said 
Hirschbeck had become 
“more bitter” since the 
death of his son. 

Hirschbeck, who bad to 
be restrained after learning 
of Alomar’s comments, was 
relieved of his umpiring 
duties Saturday and Sun- 


day. 

After appealing his sus- 
pension, Alomar homered 
in the 10th inning Saturday, 
giving the Orioles the win 
they needed to wrap up the 
American League wild- 
card berth. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

* Two bedrooms. Separate: garage, boiler, 
electricity and water. 

* Location: Opposite to the American School. 

Tel: 812960 


Pure German Sbaperd 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Raul on target as Real go top 

MADRID (AFP.) — Raul Gonzalez celebrated his call up 
to the full Spanish squad by blasting his fourth goal of the 
season as Real Madrid went top of the Spanish League on 
Tuesday, beating Espanyol 2-0 at the Bernebeu. Croatian 
star Davor Suker set up the 19-year-old‘s goal on six min- 
utes and then hit the killer second to take real a point clear 
of deadly rivals Barcelona. 

Newell asksJFor transfer 

LONDON (AFP) — Former Blackburn and Everton strik- 
er Mike Newell stunned Birmingham on Tuesday by ask- 
ing for a transfer just two months after his arrival at the 
first division club. Blues’ manag er Trevor Francis con- 
finned his $775,000 signing had submitted a written 
request. Newell missed most of the pre-season build-up 
after picking up a hamstring injury. He was dropped for 
last Saturday’s match with QPR after scoring three goals 
in 10 games. 

Royle keeps Kanchelskis 

LONDON (AFP) — Everton manager Joe Royle on Tues- 
day told Russian winger Andrei Kanchelskis to put all 
thoughts of a move out of his mind after the Toffees’ boss 
rejected an offer for him from Italian outfit Fiorentina. 
Kanchelskis has admitted speaking with an agent about a 
move and also says he would like to play in the Serie A, 
but Royle left him in no doubt as to where his loyalties lie. 
“Andrei has to get on with playing football and leave the 
other side of things to us. I will be having a word with 
him.” said Royle. “We have known of Fiorentma’s interest 
and it has been rebuffed. It's as simple as that End of 
story. “Sometimes things are lost in translation, bur 
Andrei's main concern is maintaining the form he showed 
last weekend.” Kanchelskis said he was pleased about 
Fiorentina’s interest. But be stressed he was not looking to 
leave Everton and was not “rocking the boat.” 

Brighton fans invade pitch 

LONDON (AFP) — Brighton may have to play some 
matches behind closed doors and have three points deduct- 
ed following a pitch invasion by disgruntled fans at Tues- 
day's third division encounter with Lincoln at the gold- 
stone ground. Brighton already had a Football Association 
sentence hanging over them with their fans having rioted 
to force the abandonment of a game against York last 
April. The players had to take refuge in the dressing rooms 
for several minutes after fans, angry at the breakdown of 
talks between chairman Bill Archer and a business con- 
sortium wanting to take over the club, ignored appeals to 
stay calm and invaded the pitch midway through the first 
half. Another 100 or so supporters from other sections of 
the ground then spilled onto the pitch and congregated in 
the centre circle before returning to their seats. To make 
matters wprse. Brighton lost 3-1 . , . . : : ; 


UEFA oppose 
Wimbledon Dublin plan 


LONDON (AFP) — UEFA 
insist they are opposed to 
Premiership side Wimble- 
don relocating to Dublin 
and will not sanction a 
move they feel is against 
the spirit of the game. 

Wimbledon are the sub- 
ject of a takeover bid led by 
rock group U2's manager 
Paul McGuinness and 
property developer Owen 
O’Callaghan. The proposal 
to buy Wimbledon was first 
moved by the Dublin 
international sports council, 
headed by Heinz President 
Dr Tony O’Reilly. 

But UEFA spokesman 
Salvatore Cuccu stressed 
that situation will not alter 
the long-held position of 
european soccer’s govern- 
ing body. 

“UEFA are specific about 
this,” he said. “Wimbledon 
are an English club with a 
home in England and 
UEFA is not in favour of 
them moving to a foreign 
country. 

“It is okay to be innova- 
tive and look for new 


opportunities, but this 
move would cause a great 
many problems. It is regret- 
table that a club from the 
home of football should be 
involved in a venture of this 
sort. 

“It goes against the spirit 
of football of crossing 
national boundaries, and 
we are not in favour of it.” 

UEFA’s main problem 
with the deal is that should 
Wimbledon qualify for 
Europe they would have to 
be classified as an Irish 
club and not an English 
club, even though they play 
in the English League. 
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Russian grandmaster Garry Kasparov thinks over his next move during a game in 
Yerevan. Russians, dear favourites from the start, won the men's title in the 32nd 
Chess Olympiad after beating Iceland 2^ points to 1.5 in the final round (Reuters 
photo) 

Russia seals 3rd straight 
Chess Olympiad win 


YEREVAN (AFP) — Russia clinched the 
gold medal in the 32nd Chess Olympiad 
yith . a win against Iceland late .Tuesday 
while Georgia won the gold in the women’s 
event, both countries comfortably retaining 
their titles from the 1984 Olympiad. 

The Russian team, headed by unofficial 
world champion Garry Kasparov, led the 
127-strong field by three and a half points, 
leaving Ukraine to take the silver medal 
ahead of the United States which took the 
bronze on a tie-break after finishing level 
on points with England. 

In the women’s Olympiad Georgia, with 
30 points, finished one and a half points 
ahead of its nearest rivals, China and Rus- 
sia. 

China took the silver medal on the tie- 
break. leaving Russia with the bronze. 

Russia has won the gold medal in every 
Olympiad in which it has competed (1992, 
1994. 1996) since the collapse of the Sovi- 
et Union. 

In the sidelines of the Olympiads, Russ- 
ian politician and businessman Kirsan 
llyumzhinov was re-elected head of the 


world chess federation (FIDE), defeating 
rival candidate Jaime Sunye-Neto of Brazil 
by S? votes to 46. 

The results of the leading- teams in the 
final round of matches were: 

Russia - Iceland 2.5 - 1.5 

Ukraine - Armenia 2 - 2 

United states - Georgia 2.5 - 1.5 

England - Hungary 2.5 - 1.5 

Spain - Slovenia 3-1 

The final table (leading positions) in 
the men's competition: 

1. Russia 38.5 points (gold medal) 

2. Ukraine 35 (silver medal) 

3. United States 34 (bronze medal) 

4. England 34 

5-7. Armenia, Bosnia, Spain 33.5 

The final table (leading positions) in 
the women's competition: 

1. Georgia 30 points (gold medal) 

2. China 28.5 (silver) 

3. Russia 2S.5 (bronze) 


J.T TEL: 
699634, 684311 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 
For Diplomatic Corps. 


Consists of 4 bedrooms. 2 salons, kitchen, 
servants room shed garage in garden, it 
has two telephone lines. 

Site : 7th Circle- Ibrahim Kattan St. 
in front oi Al-Jeel Sports Club 


For more Information call Tel. : 861851 - 829540 



Thinking of learning French ? 


Join us now for a fresh start or just come along for practice 
at the French Cultural Centre. 

We offer courses in FRENCH language ranging from beginner to 
advanced levels, starting October 6th. /Fees : 70 JD for 10 week sessions. 


Also opening soon at the French Cultural Centre 
ARABIC courses for non Arab speakers and 
foreigners ... Call rife now for details 


French Cultural Centre, Jebd Lwdbdeh, 
Dowar Al Hawuz Tel 637 009 or 636 445 
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KABUL (Agencies) — In 
the mountains north of the 
capital. TaJeban fighters 
clamoured over mountains to 
tighten their siege on the 
lone valley still in the bands 
of former government sol- 
diers. 

Nearby, on the strategic 
Salang Highway soldiers dug 
trenches and moved in tanks 
and artillery, while a U.N. 
envoy tried to prevent a fresh 
outbreak of fighting. 

U.N. speciaf representative 
Norbert Holl met Uzbek 
warlord Rashid Dostum in 
his northern headquarters of 
Mazar-e-Sharif before flying 
later Wednesday to Kabul to 
meet the Taieban leaders 
who now control most of the 
war-ravaged nation. 

Ir wasn't immediately 
known what occured in the 
meetings, but there were ear- 
lier unconfirmed reports that 
General Dostum was prepar- 
ing to send a delegation to 
Kabul. 

The Taieban army, made 
up mostly of seminary stu- 
dents and clerics who want 
to rule by the Koran, have 
routed most of the smaller 
armies that have been bat- 
tling for Afghanistan for 
years. 

On Friday they overran the 
army of Ahmad Shah 
Massoud, which had been 
shoring up the regime of 
President Burbanuddin 
Rabbani. 

The remnants of Mr. 
Massoud's army is trapped in 
the Panjshir Valley, north of 
Kabul. His soldiers dynamit- 
ed tbe entrance to the valley 
a day earlier and apparently 
laid dozens of landmines in 
tbe area. 

But on Wednesday bearded 
Taieban soldiers with 
Kalashnikovs and rocket 
launchers slung over their 
shoulders clamoured over 
the foothills of the Hindu 
Kush mountains to reach the 
panjshir valley, vowing to 
chase massoud out of 
Afghanistan or capture him 
and put him on trial as a war 



Afghan women wearing full veils follow a man along a Kabul street after the hardline 
Taieban imilitia imposed strict orders forbidding women to work or study (Reuters 
photo) 


criminal. 

Several hundred refugees 
were seen heading south 
towards Kabul, lugging bags 
of clothes and dragging 
young children. 

Gen. Dostum's army of 
mostly ethnic Uzbeks and 
Tajiks is the only force 
standing in the way of com- 
plete Taieban control of 
Afghanistan. 

The majority of the 
Taieban fighters belong to 
Afghanistan's majority 
Pashtun ethnic group causing 
many observers to predict a 
bloody ethnic war if the two 
sides fail to reach an agree- 
ment at the negotiation table. 

While both sides have 
expressed a willingness to 
negotiate they also are 
preparing the battlefield. 

“We have no plans to fight 
Gen. Dostum if he surren- 
ders, but if be doesn’t we are 
ready," said Sber Khan, a 
Taieban fighter at the front- 
line. about 150 kilometres 
north of Kabul. 

“Fighting can be avoided if 
Dostum gets out of our 
way," said Mullah Saquib. a 


Taieban spokesman in the 
northern Pakistani city of 
Peshawar. 

A traveller from Mazar-e- 
Sharif said preparations for 
war were going on along the 
key Salang Highway that 
connects Kabul to Central 
Asia. 

“There were lots of heavy 
weapons, tanks and troops of 
Dostum’s." said Mohammad 
Zarif. a Kabul-based trader. 

Mr. Zarif said be pleaded 
with Gen. Dostum's troops 
for five hours to allow three 
bus loads of people to cross 
the tunnel. 

Gen. Dostum has reported- 
ly sent 40.000 troops to bol- 
ster his front line against the 
Taieban. 

Witnesses and refugees 
said the two sides were 
squared off about five kilo- 
metres apart at a village. 

‘‘We are prepared for war if 
Taieban forces move to our 
positions." warned Fateh 
Khan, a spokesman for Gen. 
Dostum in the Pakistani cap- 
ital, Islamabad. 

Officials of two Pakistani 
Islamic parties on 


Wednesday censured the 
Taieban Yor its latest decrees 
enforcing a purist brand of 
Islam after it conquered 
Kabul. 

Both Jamaat-e-Islami Party 
deputy leader Ghafoor 
Ahmed and Jamiat Ulema-e- 
Pakistan Vice-President 
Shah Faridul Haq said orders 
barring women from educa- 
tion and work and from 
going out of their homes 
without the veil, and order- 
ing men to grow long beards, 
could paint a negative image 
of Islam. 

“There is no justification to 
close down schools and col- 
leges for women or restrict 
(heir education, nor to ban 
employment of women in 
offices," Mr. Ahmed told 
Reuters. 

“In Islam there is no sup- 
pression." he said. “Such 
extremist steps will damage 
the name of Islam, which 
embraces the concept of a 
welfare state and emphasises 
justice." 

The Jamaat, the most well- 
organised of Pakistan’s . 
Islamic parties, sent its mili- 


tants into Afghanistan to 
fight the Soviet occupation 
in the I9$0s. 

Mr. Ahmed urged Taieban 
leaders to avoid repressive 
measures, which be said 
would not help bring peace 
to their war-torn country. 

.. “These decisions are made 
in haste,” Mr. Ahmed said of 
Taleban's decrees after the 
movement's militia captured 
Kabul on Friday. 

“Education for women is 
as necessary as for 
men...whi)e there is no fixed 
standard for hejab (veil)." 
he said. 

Some of tbe steps taken by 
TaJeban had damaged tbe 
name of Islam and portrayed 
a false picture, he said. 

The Taieban militia has also 
ordered people to offer 
Islamic prayers five times a 
day as its latest measure to 
enforce a purist brand of 
Islam. 

A broadcast by • the 
Taleban-comroUed Kabul 
Radio on Tuesday night 
whose report was available 
on Wednesday, quoted a reli- 
gious department official as 
asking local prayer leaders 
and headmen, to bring viola- 
tors to Taieban offices. 

The . decrees by the 
Taieban. which began as a 
movement of theology stu- 
dents and now controls three 
quarters of the country, have 
struck fear into many educat- 
ed people, especially 
women, in the Afghan capi- 
tal. Taieban had earlier 
decreed death by stoning for 
adultery and amputation of 
hands for theft. 

But in a rare show of 
leniency after an outcry 
abroad about the denial of 
women's rights, Taleban's 
supreme leader. Mullah 
Mohammad Omar, issued a 
decree on Monday promising 
women laid off from their 
jobs to be paid their salaries 
without working. 

Their salaries will be sent 
to their homes, a Kabul 
Radio broadcast said on 
Tuesday. 


Qadhafi wants to get rid of UTA suspects — Senoussi 


CAIRO (R) — Tbe pre- 
tender to the Libyan throne 
said on Tuesday Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
had agreed to let French 
investigators put four key 
intelligence and justice offi- 
cials on trial because he 
wants to get rid of them. 

Prince Mohammad A1 
Hassan A1 Senoussi. the 
exiled nephew of the last 
king of Libya, told Reuters 
from his home in London 
there was a deep rift 
between Colonel Qadhafi 
and several of his closest 
aides and that using them as 
scapegoats for the bombing 
of a French airliner in 1989 
was a sure way to isolate 
them. 

“They're certainly scape- 
goats because Qadhafi is 
the only one who gave the 
orders for this bombing," 
Prince Senoussi said. 

“By giving them up for * 
trial, he's killing two birds 


with one stone — getting 
them out of the country 
because he's become very 
suspicious of them and also 
turning the accusing fingers 
away from himself.’’ 

Earlier this month. Col. 
Qadhafi allowed France's 
chief anti-terrorism investi- 
gator Jean Louis Bruguiere 
into Libya to gather infor- 
mation about the bombing 
of the UTA Airlines DC- 10 
over the Sahara. All 170 
passengers and crew died in 
the crash. 

The bombing occurred at 
the height of tension 
between France and Libya 
over Chad, where forces 
from the two countries 
clashed repeatedly in the 
1970s and 1980s. 

Libya has so far refused to 
turn over any of the sus- 
pects although the U.N. has 
slapped tough economic 
sanctions on Tripoli to 
encourage its cooperation in 


the probe into the 1989 
UTA crash and that of the 
Pan Am flight over Scotland 
in 1988. 

Mr. Bruguiere wants six 
Libyans — including Col. 
Qadhafi's brother-in-law 
and two secret service 
agents — to be tried in 
absentia next year. 

'Qadhafi knows be can- 
not just kill all these men. 
they are of his tribe, so he’s 
found a convenient way to 
replace them by new faces 
which will be totally loyal 
to him.*' Prince Senoussi 
said. 

The Libyan leader has 
recently launched a nation- 
wide “purification" cam- 
paign against corruption 
and racketeering which 
opposition sources say is 
just a front to get rid of 
powerful and increasingly 
disgruntled cohorts. 

Prince Senoussi said the 
disparity between France’s 


suspect list and the victims 
of Col. Qadhafi’s secret 
plot was. proof the Libyan 
leader bad ulterior motives 
for cooperating. 

He listed four names 
which Col. Qadhafi was 
taigetting: the leader’s 

brother-in-law Abdullah A1 
Senoussi. deputy head of 
intelligence. Musa 

Mohammad Kusa of the 
internal communications 
committee, Hamad Hegazi 
from the Justice Ministry 
and Ibrahim A1 Beshari, 
who is in charge of external 
security. 

Apart from Abdullah A1 
Senoussi, France wants 
alleged secret agents Abdul 
Salam Issa Shibani. Abdul 
Salam Hamouda, Ibrahim 
Naeli and Musbah Arbas. It 
also issued a warrant for 
diplomat Abuallah A1 
Azragh. 


Belgrade happy sanctions over; Sarajevo critical 


BELGRADE (R) — The 
rump Yugoslavia on 
Wednesday broadly wel- 
comed the U.N.’s decision 
to end sanctions, but econo- 
mists warned the country’s 
revival still hinged on an 
end to an “outer wall” of 
sanctions that remains in 
place. 

Late on Tuesday, the U.N. 
Security Council voted 1 5-0 
formally to end the embar- 
goes on trade, travel and 
transport that had already 
been suspended in 
November against the 
Yugoslav republics of 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

“Today we have all 
together finally come out of 
the most difficult period in 
our country’s modem histo- 
ry." Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic said in 
a statement. 

Belgrade’s state-run 
newspapers splashed the 
news across their front 
pages with triumphant edi-. 
torials and large pho- 
tographs of Milosevic. 

But independent analysts 
were more cautious, insist- 


ing that Yugoslavia's prob- 
lems were far from over. 

Tbe sanctions were origi- 
nally imposed on Belgrade 
in 199 J for its role in 
fomenting war in neigh- 
bouring Bosnia. 

Although they were sus- 
pended after tbe Dayton 
peace accord last year, the 
U.N. used the threat of 
reimposing them as a stick 
to ensure Belgrade's coop- 
eration with last month’s 
elections in Bosnia. 

But the United States said 
it would still oppose 
Yugoslavia's re-joining the 
U.N. General Assembly and 
other U.N. Bodies as well as 
institutions like the World 
Bank until further demands 
were met. 

Belgrade economists said 
this so-called “outer wall" 
of sanctions is the key issue, 
and while Tuesday's deci- 
sion was a major psycho- 
logical boost, real progress 
depended on Yugoslavia's 
access to international 
financial institutions. 

“The fact that some media 
consider this to be a major 


event has more to do with 
internal politics." said one 
senior political analyst who 
declined to be identified. 

“What is most important, 
of all is that the outer wall 
of sanctions remain in 
place. It is informal, but it 
exists and acts very nega- 
tively on us." he said. 

“The end of sanctions is 
positive in that after they 
were introduced many 
countries imposed special 
trade regulations which will 
now be abolished. But trade 
is not our problem. 
Reviving production is.” 

Most of Yugoslavia’s 
major manufacturers ran 
down their operations dur- 
ing the sanctions years, and 
are looking to foreign 
finance to help crank up 
production to pre-war lev- 
els. 

An adviser to the indepen- 
dent foreign trade institute 
Zivojin Jevtic said the end 
of trade sanctions had 
weakened tbe outer wall 
and gave the government an 
added tool to chip away at it 
in negotiations with organi- 


sations like the World Bank. 

“The U.N.’s decision will 
certainly ease things, but 
will not open doors auto- 
matically,’' Mr. Jevtic said. 

He also warned that the 
west may still try to block 
access to the U.N. and inter- 
national finance to keep a 
stick in reserve, in case 
Belgrade strays from earlier 
promises. 

These include cooperating 
with a U.N. war crimes tri- 
bunal, easing tensions in the 
restive Serbian province of 
Kosovo, which is dominat- 
ed by ethnic Albanians, and 
settling claims and other 
issues with the former 
Yugoslav states. 

Neighbouring Bosnia also 
criticised the U.N. for giv- 
ing up a key tool for keep- 
ing Belgrade in line. 

“I'm afraid the interna- 
tional community has lost a 
very powerful weapon 
against the Belgrade regime 
by lifting the sanctions.” 
senior advisor to President 
Alija lzetbegovic, Mirza 
Hajric. told Reuters. 


Erbakan 
faces 
trouble 
over visit 
to Libya 

ISTANBUL (R) — 

Turkey’s Interior M iQ i sler 
Mehmet Agar has threatened 
to resign if Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan goes 
ahead with a much criticised 
visit to Libya. 

“Naturally. Whatever 
political traditions require 
must be done,” Mr. Agar 
said when asked whether he 
would resign over the trip in 
a television interview late on 
Tuesday. 

Premier Erbakan was 
scheduled to begin a foreign 
tour on Wednesday with a 
two-day trip to Egypt before 
heading to Libya on Friday 
and returning to Turkey next 
week after visiting Nigeria. 

United States officials 
have criticised the trip to 
Libya, which the U.S. con- 
siders to be a state sponsor 
of terrorism. Mr. Agar said 
the trip would be of no ben- 
efit to Turkey. 

Mr. Agar, a key member of 
the junior coalition partner 
True Path Party, said on pri- 
vate channel show TV be 
had not signed a decree 
approving the trip which 
ministers were asked to sign 
at a cabinet meeting late on 
Tuesday. 

Turkish State Minister 
Abdullah Gul, from Mr. 
Erbakan’s Welfare Party, has 
dismissed criticism of the 
visit and said Turkey was 
looking after its own inter- 
ests. Turkish trade officials 
have already arrived in 
Tripoli to seek Libya's pay- 
ment of outstanding debts of 
up to S365 million due to 
Turkish building contrac- 
tors. - 

Mr. Erbakan made no 
mention of the Libya visit 
when he spoke to members 
of his Welfare Party on 
Tuesday about the foreign 
crip. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Wednesday rejected 
charges by a U.N. weapons 
inspector that there were 
serious problems with doc- 
uments Iraq had turned over 
to the United Nations. 

Charles Duelfer. deputy 
head of the U.N. weapons 
team monitoring Iraq, said 
his current mission was to 
tell Iraqi officials about the 
problems the U.N. weapons 
commission had with the 
documents provided by 
Baghdad. He did not say 
what the problems were. 

“We believe that Iraq con- 
tinues to retain prohibited 
materials and documents 
that we need to find.” Mr. 
Duelfer said Tuesday. 

Iraq's oii minister. Amer 
Rashid, said Iraq “received 
the statements with total 
astonishment, because Mr. 
Duelfer confirmed during 
his first meeting with us 
Sunday ... That the special 
commission made good 
progress in carrying its mis- 
sion." 

Mr. Rashid’s comments 
were reported by the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency. 

The documents were 
handed over to U.N. inspec- 
tors by Iraq a year ago in 
what Baghdad called a full 
disclosure of its pro- 
grammes to produce 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

“The statements of Mr. 
Duelfer, who is an 
American national, come as 
if they are a reflection of the 
American administration 
policy, which turns at hin- 
dering the (U.N.) special 
commission from complet- 
ing its work," Mr. Rashid 
said in remarks carried by 
the Iraqi news agency. 

After five years of inspec- 
tions marked by repeated 
confrontations. U.N. 
weapons monitors say Iraq 
is still concealing weapons 
material and documents. 

Rolf Ekeus, the head of 
the U.N. commission 
responsible for dismantling 
Iraq’s mass destruction 
weapons, is expected to 
release a new report to the 
U.N. Security Council on 
Oct. 11. 

The United Nations says 
it will not consider lifting 


comprehensive sanctions 
against Iraq until it is con- 
vinced that Baghdad has 
destroyed its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Babel assails Ghali 

The newspaper of Iraqi 
President Saddam 

Hussein’s son Uday lam- 
basted the United Nations 
secretary-general on 

Wednesday, saying he post- 
poned an Iraqi oil-for-food 
deal in order to persuade 
Washington to extend his 
term of office. 

“Even the U.N. secretary- 
general who bad urged Iraq 
to enter dialogue to sign the 
memorandum, sought the 
first opportunity, giving the 
security in northern Iraq as 
an excuse, to postpone its 
implementation, flattering 
the U.S. in order that it may 
accept to extend his term of 
office," the daily Babel said 
in Iraq's first attack on U.N- 
chief Boutros Ghali since it 
signed the deal with the 
world body on May 20. 

The deal. allowing 
Baghdad to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil every six 
months to buy food and 
medicine, has been on hold 
because of fighting in 
northern Iraq in which 
Iraq’s military backed a 
Kurdish faction against 
rivals. It ended with the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
emerging in charge of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

Dr. Ghali announced on 
September 1 that, because 
of a lack of security in the 
region, he was delaying tbe 
dispatch of U.N. staff need- 
ed to supervise the plan, 
which until then had been 
expected to go into effect 
within a few weeks. 

On Monday, U.N. relief 
officials ended a visit to 
northern Iraq to see if con- 
ditions were suitable for 
implementing the pact. 
There was no immediate 
word on the results of their 
trip. 

“Everyone is trading with 
this memorandum (the oil- 
for-food deal) in order to 
achieve his own ends... 
Every one is shedding tears 
for the Iraqi people,” the 
Iraqi newspaper said. 


15,000 U.S. soldiers 
exposed to chemicals in 
Gulf war — Pentagon 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Pentagon said on Tuesday 
that at least 15.000 and per- 
haps far more LIS. Gulf war 
veterans might have been 
exposed to chemical weapons 
in the destruction of an Iraqi 
ammunition dump five years 
ago. 

Defence Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon also 
told reporters that the presti- 
gious private National 
Academy of Sciences had 
agreed to a request to study 
the department’s controver- 
sial handling of “Gulf war ill- 
ness." 

The Pentagon said two 
weeks ago that it was notify- 
ing 5.000 U.S. troops that 
they might have been exposed 
to sarin nerve gas when chem- 
ical rockets and shells were 
blown up at the Knmisiyah 
ammunition depot in southern 
Iraq in march 1991. 

“I think we have to think in 
terms of big numbers. Bigger 
than 15,000, certainly," Mr. 
Bacon said on Tuesday when 
pressed by reporters on 
whether that number could 
grow significantly. 

Published reports suggested 
in recent weeks that more 
than 100.000 U.S. troops 
from several divisions might 
have been exposed to fall out 
from a massive white cloud 
from the explosion. 

The issue, in which the 
Pentagon denied ignoring 
complaints of veterans or try- 
ing to cover up information, 
has become a major military 
and political controversy. 

T don’t think anybody will 
know what an accurate figure 
is until after the model is 
run.” bacon said of a sophisti- 
cated computer estimate 
being prepared by the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) on 
how big the blast cloud might 
have been and where it went 

"Even then it will be a tech- 
nological estimate, h will be 


a computer estimate based on 
a reconstruction of weather 
patterns and other assump- 
tions about a day in 1 991 he 
said. 

The U.S. government on 
orders from President Bill 
Clinton, last year mounted a 
major effort to resolve med- 
ical complaints from as many 
as 60,000 U.S. Gulf war vet- 
erans. The complaints ranged 
from numbness to memory 
loss, but no common cause or 
so-called Gulf war illness was 
found 

An announcement by the 
department two weeks ago 
saying that 5,000 troops 
would be notified had already 
vastly expanded the search 
for possible victims after the 
military said in June that only 
150 U.S. troops could have 
suffered exposure as they 
destroyed the weapons. 

Initial reports in June indi- 
cated that only a small num- 
ber of troops from a U.S. 
engineering battalion were 
involved in destroying 
weapons in a bunker, but the 
new report included a pit sev- 
eral miles kilometres from the 
bunker. 

Mr. Bacon said on Tuesday 
that Deputy Defence 
Secretary John White asked 
the National Academy of 
Sciences and the Institute of 
Medicine, which is part of the 
academy, to evaluate the 
department’s “overall 
approach to the Gulf war ill- 
ness — both its treatment pat- 
terns as well as the way we’re 
assembling information.” 

“They will actually under- 
take two projects." he said, 
“the first project is to review 
our approach, and the second 
is to look into the future and 
to advise us on a long-term 
strategy for protecting the 
health of military personnel 
deployed in unfamiliar envi- 
ronments." 


Alternative Nobel 
awarded to health, 
peace pioneers 

STOCKHOLM (AFP)^ 
The 1996 right livelihood 
award, often called the 
“alternative Nobel prize.” 
was jointly awarded 
Wednesday to three pio- 
neers in the fields of 
health, peace and devel- 
opment, the founder of 
the award announced. The 
recipients, who will share 
the $250,000 prize, are 
Greek homeopathist 
George Vithoulkas, the 
Indian Scientific 

Development Forum 
Kerala Sastra Sahiihya 
Parsihat (KSSP). and the 
Committee of Soldiers’ 
Mothers of Russia. Thd 
award will be presented; 
as is customary, in the 
Swedish parliament 
(Riksdag) on Dec. 9, the 
day before the Nobel 
Prize presentations. An 
American ecological 
economist. Herman Daly, 
received the ' Right 
Livelihood Honorary 
Award, which does not 
carry any prize money. 
The Right Livelihood 
Awards were established 
in 19S0 by German- 
Swede Jakob Von 
Uexkull. who sold a pre- 
cious stamp collection to 
fund the prize. Its purpose 
is to honour and support 
those offering practical 
and exemplary answers to 
urgent problems facing 
the world todav. - 

$ 

British girl once 
wed to Turkish 
waiter has baby 

LONDON (R) — 

Fourteen-year-old British 
girl who married a 
Turkish waiter she met on 
holiday and was then 
ordered back to Britain 
earlier this year gave birth 
to a baby boy "Tuesday, 
Welfare Services said 
Sarah Cooke met the 
baby's father, Musa 
Komeagac. 18. while on 
holiday in Turkey and 
married him a few months 
later in a religious cere- 
mony. But Britain and 
Turkey declared the raarjy 
riage invalid Cooke way 
ordered back to England 
by British courts in 
February. while 

Komeagac was charged 
with rape in Turkey. By 
the time she was returned 
to her parents, Cooke was 
pregnant and she vowed 
she would return to her 
"husband" as soon as she 
could. “Sarah and her 
baby are both in good 
health and she was able to 
speak to her baby's father 
after the birth." social ser- 
vices in the eastern 
England county of Essex 
said in a statement. 
“There are no immediate 
plans for Musanin 
(Komeagac) to visit her.” 
The baby weighed seven 
pounds (3.17 kg), the 
statement said. 

No blowing your 
nose, no spitting, 
bill says ■$ 

BUCHAREST (AFP) - 
Blowing your nose and 
spitting in public could 
become criminal offences 
subject to hefty fines if 
you live in Braila, eastern 
Romania, where the town 
council is about to outlaw 
such behaviour. Local 
officials said Monday a 
draft resolution drawn up 
a member of the 
Romanian Ecology Party 
was put to a debate last 
week and should be 
approved shortly. Under 
the bill, people caught 
blowing their nose, spit- 
ting in the streets or spit-, 
ting out the shells of 
pumkin seeds — a snack 
particularly enjoyed in 
football stadiums -~ 
could be fined between.' 
500,000 and one m jlliy fr 
lei (between $150 anti -, 
$300). The bill's sponsor 
Nelu Dobrescu said it was . 
aimed at cleaning up the.. 
c «y fcnd protecting people’ 
against certain transmit- . 
table diseases. 




